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PREFACE. 

The Author has pr^ared this work for the press 
somewhat hastily, and under many circumstances 
which heavily oppressed him; he hopes therefore 
that the want of arrangement, and the dearth of 
matter which may he observed in his narrative, wiH 
not subject it to a severe condemnation. In present- 
ing it to the puUic, he is not actuated by any per«- 
sonal considerations, his dtgect being to convey some 
information respecting the resources of a country^ 
and the character of a people, which have been so 
varioudy represented. The short deUneation here 
attempted will, in all probaMity, suffice to shew that 
the accounts which have been ^ven at diffi^r^t tunes 
of Hayti and its inhabitants have been much top 
b^^y coloured by the zealous advocates c^ negro 
independence ; and he is ready to cimfess that at 
one time he was somewhat dazzled by the descrip- 
tion, and was almost made a convert to their opi- 
nions. It having been his lot however, at a sub- 
sequent period, to hold considerable intercourse with 
the country, he has been enabled to form what he 
considers a more correct estimate of its present con* 
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dition. Experience has convinced him that the re« 
presentations so generally received of the improve- 
ment which it has made are greatly exaggerated, and 
he is not without the hope that the following sheets 
will convey more correct information on the subject, 
and thus prove useM to the merchant, if not inter- 
esting to the general reader. 

He readily admits that in the historical part 
he has touched upon matters which have been al- 
ready handled by other and much abler writers ; 
this could not be very well avoided, the annals of 
Hayti affording but few events, and those having 
been often detailed. He conceived that such a 
summary of the history of the country would be 
necessary to illustrate the cause of the revolution, 
to shew the decline which ensued in agriculture and 
commerce, the decay of knowledge, and the progress 
of vice and immorality among the inhabitants. 

Actuated therefore by the desire of throwing some 
light on the state of Hayti, and giving a faithful 
representation of the condition of its population, 
he ventures to solicit the attention of the public 
to the facts which have fallen under his own per- 
sonal observation. 
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HAYTI, 



OR SAINT DOMINGO, 



INTRODUCTION. 

Ak account of the present state of Hay ti I believe 
^ not yet been submitted to the public ; to offer 
one likely to meet with a favourable reception is, I 
^ aware, an undertaking' of considerable difficulty: 
It requires, no doubt, that the author should be well 
*kiBed in the various branches of knowledge, in 

orfer to render it in every respect satisfactory and 

• 

^teresting to the public. Ignorant as I acknow. 
'c^ myself to be in the higher walks of philoso- 
I^y, and educated solely for the more humble avo- 
^tions of a mercantile life, I can lay no claim to 
^ck acquirements : I must therefore rest my hope 
^ commanding any degree of attention, on the 
^th and correctness of the statements which I 

B 
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shaD produce, finiiided as they are on actual observ- 
ation. I am cooscioos tbat I am standing on deli- 
cate groimd, and toodung on a snlgect likely to 
excite angry ftriings in those who have long been 
the eulc^ists of the lepoUic, who have been its ad- 
Tocates when assailed, and who have held it forth 
to the world as a coontiy in which wealth abounds, 
Tirtoe flourishes, and freedom idgns triumphant, 
instead of the oppresdon, the Tice, and the poverty 
which once preTaikd there ; but I will not shrink 
from the undertaking, though powerful obstacles 
may present themselTes, and formidable opponents 
be arrayed against me. My object in the following 
sheets is, to endeaTour to dissipate this delusion, and 
to shew that there is nothing to warrant the unquali- 
fied pan^yrics poured forth by those individuals who 
have been the most conspicuous for their leal and en- 
thusiasm, in holding up Hayti as a ^^ land flowing 
with milk and honey ^. In the performance of this, 
I have no other aim than that of benefiting the 
merchant and capitalist, the manufacturer, and the 
trader, who have had no opportunity of visiting a 
country to which their speculations in oommefce 
may lead them, by guarding them against the shoak 
and quicksands upon which adventurers, destituterof 
information, are so frequently wrecked. 

The admirers tf Hvyii have been very indtei 
tr(&us in circulating the most deceptive acoounta of 
the state oi its commerce, by garbled and exaggo^ 
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ratisd- specifications. They have led many to be- 
lieve that its imports and exports are daily on the 
increase, and that the resources of the people for 
the purchase of the products and manufactures of 
other states receive a gradual and steady augment*, 
tion. I am much deceived if I shall not succeed 
in convincing the reader that this representation is 
a perfect delusion, and that from the diminished 
means of the people, the commerce of Hayti, in- 
stead of increasing, annually sustains a considerable 
diminution; and that while the pesent state of 
things continues to exist — ^while its rulers are weak 
and imbecile, and the mass of the population are 
kept in a state of the grossest ignorance — there does 
not appear a ray of hope that aiiy improvement may 
take place in the circumstances of the country, or 
that any change will be effected, likely to prove ad- 
vantageous to foreigners disposed' to embark in an 
intercourse with Hayti. 

Several visits to Hayti — ^in two of which I had, 
from the nature of my mission, occasion to remain 
there a considerable time — ^gave me opportunities of 
sedng the actual state of it, in all its different 
branches of agriculture, commerce, finances, and 
the moral and religious condition of its people, to- 
gether with the state of its government and the 
Tiews of its chief I am therefore encouraged to 
hope that my details ma^ be productive of some 
benefit to the commercial part of the community, 

b2 
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and not be altogether unacceptable to others, whose 
avocations are different, but who may be desirous of 
correct information respecting those parts of the 
globe of which they may know but little except the 
name. 

An historical account of Hayti would be a super- 
fluous undertaking ; I see nothing to add to what 
has already been written by Charlevoix, Raynal, 
Edwards, Walton, and others, in their elaborate 
and voluminous works, and who have omitted no- 
thing interesting, or worthy of being recorded, from 
its first discovery by the illustrious Columbus down 
to a very recent period. Every event connected 
with its history seems to have been most faithfully 
detailed by these writers, and their works are enti- 
tled to the highest credit and consideration, as con- 
taining the best and most authentic accoimt of this 
very extensive island. 

Impelled, no doubt, as they were with a desire 
to afford to the world every possible information re- 
lative to the resources of the country, and of the 
character and general habits of the people, they 
have lefk little to be performed by their successors, 
except to notice the changes and events which may 
have taken place since the date of their latest pro- 
ductions. Besides a copious and a faithM histori- 
cal sketch, they have given a correct statistical viei^ 
of its agriculture, its commerce, and public revenue i^ 
they have also pointed out the slow advances mad^ 
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by the people in industry, in morality, and in ge- 
neral knowledge : but little, therefore, remains to 
be said on these subjects, except to call the attention 
of the reader to the striking contrast which the pre- 
sent situation of the republic exhibits, when com- 
pared with that which it displayed before the revo- 
lution ; to give a brief sketch of Hayti as it is, with 
an occasional reference to Hayti as it was. I must 
beg leave to assure my readers, that in executing 
this task, I am actuated by no unfair nor imjust 
motives; I am only anxious that the highly coloured 
statements which have been published respecting its 
present wealth and prosperity should be submitted 
to the test of candid and impartial scrutiny. For a 
series of years Hayti has been made the theme of 
constant praise, and has excited no little share of 
the public attention, on accoimt of the imexampled 
efforts which its slave population made to throw 
off the fetters by which they had been previously 
bound, and on account of their having, as their 
eulogists declare, made the most rapid and extraor- 
^ary strides in civilization and social improve- 
ment. It must be admitted that the revolution 
effected in Hayti, was an event almost unparal- 
leled in history ; and that a people just emerg- 
Uig from a state of barbarism should have so suc- 
cessfiilly combated and defeated the finest troops 
of France, is no doubt a circumstance calculated to 
^ forth no trifling portion of astonishment and ad- 
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miration : but when the partial eulogists of the -Hay- 
tians go to the length of asserting that they have 
arrived at a high degree of moral improvement, that 
they have reached a state of refinement little infe- 
rior to that which generally prevails in Europe, the 
limits of truth are overstepped : such overstrmed 
assertions are totally destitute even of the semblance 
of truth, and my personal experience enables me to 
declare, in the most explicit and \mqualified terms, 
that at this very moment, the people of Hayti «te 
in a worse state of ignorance than the slave popula- 
tion in the British colonies. There are some cases, 
it is true, in which instances of intelligence have been 
discovered in the Haytian citizen, but this nev^ 
occurs except where individuals have had the ad^ 
vantages of an European education, or who, being 
the descendants of persons who previously to the 
revolution were possessed of wealth, had the means 
of travelling, for the purpose of acquiring the man- 
ners and customs of more enlightened nations. But 
taking the people in the aggregate, they are far firom 
having made any advances in knowledge. 

It has also been conunonly asserted by the friends 
of Hayti, and I believe very generally credited in 
Europe, that it preserves its agricultural pie-emi- 
nence solely by free laboiur ; now I think I shall be 
able to prove to a demonstri^on that this is not the 
case, and that it is too evident, from every document 
that has yet appeared on the subject, that agricul- 
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ture has been long on the wane, and has sunk to the 
lowest possible ebb in every district of the republic ; 
that the true art and principles of the culture df 
the soil, are not understood, or if in the least known, 
they are not practically applied. There is nothing 
to be seen having the least resemblance to a colony, 
flourishing in the wealth derived from a properly 
regulated system of agriculture. 

On the subject of free labour I shall have occa- 
sion to offer a few remarks, and I trust that in doing 
so, I shall not be considered as inimical to it, where- 
«ver it may be found practicable to obtain it ; on 
the contrary, no man would be more happy to see 
that our own colonies could be cultivated by free 
labour, provided a frill compensation should be ho- 
nourably made to those whose interests might be en- 
dangered by the experiment, if unsuccessful ; but I 
shall, I think, be able to shew that this is absolutely 
im/practicabley and that the system of labour so pur- 
sued in Hayti, instead of affording us a proof of 
what may be accomplished by it, is illustrative of 
the &ct, that it is by coercion, and coercion oidy, 
that any return can be expected from the employ- 
ment of capital in the cultivation of soil in our 
West India islands. I shall also be able to shew 
that Hayti presents no instance in which the cul- 
tivation of the soil is successfrilly carried on without 
the application of force to constrain the labourer : 
cm the estates of every individual connected with 
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the government, all the labourers employed work 
under the superintendence of a military police, and 
it is on these properties alone that any thing re- 
sembling successful agriculture exists in Hayti. I 
am aware that this will excite the astonishment of 
persons who have been accustomed to think other- 
wise ; but I shall state facts which cannot be con- 
troverted, even by President Boyer himself — ^nay, 
I shall produce cii'cumstances which I have seen 
with the utmost surprise on his own estate; cir- 
cumstances that must shew his warmest advocates, 
that all his boasted productions have not been ob- 
tained without the application of that system against 
which they loudly exclaim. 

Instead of holding out an example of what might 
be accomplished by a people released from bondage, 
without first having been prepared for freedom by 
moral and religious instruction, I think Hayti ra- 
ther forms a beacon to warn us against the dangers 
and difficulties by which that unhappy country has 
been overtaken. The present condition of Hayti, 
arising from the events which have taken place since 
the revolution, should render us exceedingly cautious 
how we plunge our own colomes into the same misery 
and calamity ; by conferring on a rude and untaught; 
people, without qualification, or without the leasts 
restraint, an uncontrolled command over themselves-- 
However acutely we may feel for the miseries Um^ 
which the West Indian slave was at one period sub—— 
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jected, yet I cannot conceive it possible that any one 
can be so destitute of correct information on the sub- 
ject as not to know, that at this moment the slave is 
in a condition far more happy, that he possesses infi- 
nitely greater comforts and enjoyments, than any class 
of labourers in Hayti, and that, from the judicious 
measures which have been already adopted by the 
colonial legislatures, and from others which are in 
contemplation, for improving the condition of the 
slave, it is very rational to conclude that before long 
slavery will only be considered as a name ; and that 
were it to receive any other designation it would fur- 
nish no peg on which the European philanthropist 
might hang his declamations against slavery. 

To place the slaves in the British colonies upon 

a footing with the free labourers in Hayti, or with 

the largest proportion of the people in that country, 

would be a work of easy accomplishment ; but the 

effect would be, to cause them to exchange a state 

of comparative plenty and comfort, for one in 

wbich every species of tyranny and oppression, with 

their concomitants, disease and want, are most la- 

"ttentably conspicuous. Whatever may be the views 

tf the British Cabinet relative to their colonies, I 

would warn it to steer clear of the erroneous policy 

^hich has proved so fatal to Hayti, and should it 

^ fetermined that a change should be introduced 

'ato the policy hitherto pursued with so much suc- 

**88, and with so much advantage in our colonial 
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possessions, I trust it will not be by emancipatiiig 
the -slave, before he is prepared for freedom by 4 
proper moral and religious education. Let the 
system of slavery be gradually improved, and the 
slave will glide imperceptibly into a state of freedom. 
It is not my intention, in this early stage of my 
remarks, to enter into any lengthened detail of the 
disunion or want of cordiality subsisting between 
the two classes of people in Hayti : this I shall re- 
serve for its proper place ; where it will be seen, that 
a very strong dissatisfaction prevails amongst the 
black population, which manifests itself upon almost 
every occasion of celebrating public events, and 
festivities. This acrimonious feeling evidently arises 
from the jealousy excited by the predominant in- 
fluence of the coloured people in the government 
This influence, detrimental as it may be to the good 
order and repose of the country, is courted and 
nurtured by the president, to the great danger of 
overthrowing the whole establishment. One or twe 
attempts at revolt have been made by the people of 
the north, who were the subjects of the late Chris- 
tophe, and from these efforts, although abortive, it 
may be inferred, that the spirit for a more extensive 
commotion still lurks in their minds, and that the 
least possible irritation would so agitate and inflame 
them^ that the whole would be thrown into a scen^ 
of (]Usoxder, tumult, and irremediable confusi(»m^ 
The combinations are numerous and powerful, bii^'^ 
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such was the extraordinary apathy of the ^vem- 
ment, that until a communication was made by an 
individual to Boyer, neither he nor any one of his 
ofBcers had the least intimation that such proceed- 
ings were in contemplation. The want of energy 
visible in the government makes it obnoxious to the 
people, and no country like Hayti can be expected 
to remain long in repose and tranquiUity, unless its 
governors possess both talent and resolution to com- 
mand. 

That the government of Hayti is the most inefB- 
cient and enervated of any of the modern repub- 
lics cannot be denied, and I cannot see the least 
hope of an improvement, unless there be a complete 
revision of its constitution, and a new one framed, 
bettear suited to the tastes of the people, and more 
adapted to their present very rude state of know- 
ledge. From the present rulers it would be vain to 
expect any effort which might prove beneficial to 
the country ; any attempt to cultivate or improve 
the habits and morals of the people, or to promote 
agriculture. The members composing the present 
govempient, seem to consider the poverty and ignor- 
ance of the people, as the best safeguards of the 
security and permanence of their own property and 
power. 

A recognition of the independence of Hayti by 
Great Britain may give some strength to the mea- 
sures of its government, because the people have 
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called out loudly for the protection of that power, 
whilst they have as loudly exclaimed against the 
policy pursued towards France. No event in its his- 
tory has excited in the republic greater abhorrence 
or more general murmuring, than the act of purchas- 
ing from France that which it had de facto possessed 
for twenty-one years unmolested and undisturbed ; 
thereby at once admitting the sovereignty of that 
power over the island, and which sovereignty France 
will, at some convenient period, unquestionably as- 
sert, and that without the least fear of any incon- 
venient consequences arising from it; for what 
power can give aid to the Haytians against France, 
when the former have openly and formally admitted 
themselves to be a colony dependent upon the 
French crown. Whatever intercourse Englishmen 
may be disposed to maintain with Hayti, it is in- 
dispensable that they should use the most vigilant 
precaution, and exact a rigid adherence to such 
treaties as may have been entered into, if they 
would avoid certain loss ; for the Hay tian character, 
taken generally, will be found, so far from being 
entitled either to credit or confidence, not even to 
possess common honesty. Compacts with them are 
easily made ; but a faithful adherence to agreements 
must not be expected; — their maxim is to break 
them, whenever they find it can be accomplished 
with advantage. 



CHAPTER I. 

^^^tiation and general description of the French and 
^^anish divisions, previously to the Revolution in the 
»>riner country. 

Th^ island of St. Domingo, once the abode of 
faftility, and the scene of extraordinary political 
^^haoges and events, lies in latitude 18^ SO' north 
•^d in longitude 68® W west from Greenwich, 
^Ting on its west the islands of Cuba and Jamaica, 
^^ its east Porto Rico, the Bahamas on its north, 
^^d bounded southerly by the Carribean Sea. Its . 
^^[tent has been yariously stated; but Edwards, who 
it to be about 390 miles in length from 
to west, seems the most correct; and it appears 
m late surveys to be nearly 150 miles in breadth 
^\wn north to south. The Abbe Raynal has re- 
^^resented it at 200 leagues in length, and from 60 
80 in breadth, but it is evident that his estima- 
n is erroneous. Rainsford also states it to be 
>lx>ut 450 miles in length, but from every informa- 
on which I could obtain, its length does not ap- 
to exceed 400 miles, nor its breadth 140. The 
er, therefore, must look into these discrepances, 
-^ judge between them. As it is not easy to sur- 
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vey a co\mtry intersected by wilds and impenetrable 
mountains, much is necessarily left to conjecture. 

It is the most extensive, and was at one period of 
its history the most productive of the Antilles, and 
was called by the aborigines Haiti, or Highland, and 
by which ancient designation it is now generally 
known, that of St Domingo having been abolished 
at the revolution. To convey an adequattr ideirof 
what this once delightful island was, is not the ob- 
ject of the present work; on this head it is sufficient 
to observe that in the richness and extent of its pro- 
ductions, and in its local beauties, it exceeded every 
other island in the western hemisphere, and that the 
two divisions of the east and the west, when under 
the respective governments of Spain and France, 
were considered and indeed known to be the most 
splendid and most important appendages to those 
crowns. Its plains and valleys presented the most 
inviting scenes from the richness of the pastures and 
the verdure with which they eternally abounded. 
Its moimtains were also said to contain ores of the 
most valuable kind, and produce timber admirably 
adapted for every useftd or ornamental purpose. 
Nothing could exceed the extreme salubrity of the 
whole country, nor could it be surpassed in the vast 
exuberance of its luscious fruits, and in those pnv 
ductions of the soil which became the general arti^ 
cles of export, and from which all the wealth and 
all commerce of this colony flowed. 
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The French division, though infinitely less ex* 
^^ensive than the Spani^ part, and not containing a 
^^ird of the whole island, has been considered the 
3nost valuable spot in the western world. The 
Spanish division however has greater natural re^ 
sources, and affords greater facilities for agricultural 
operations: but the very extraordinary exertions of 
the French planter in the culture of the soil, com^ 
3)ensated for the want of those advantages possessed 
by their Spanish neighbours, who, more indolently 
disposed, relied on the produce of their mines, which 
afforded, as they imagined, greater local riches than* 
those which could be obtained from either agricul- 
ture or commerce, forgetting that these alone ftir- 
nish the wealth which can render any coimtry really 
and permanently prosperous and great. 

It appears from every authority, that the first 
colony established here by the French, was settled 
in the sixte^ith century, having been attracted 
thither by the Buccaneers, who had previously ob- 
tained a footing in the isluad firom excursions which 
they often made Arom Tortuga, for the purpose of 
hunting the bulls of the Spaniards^ These hardy 
aad joedatory wmrriors attracted the French, wha 
supplied th^n with such necessaries as^hey* required, 
aad, even sent than many settlers, with arms and 
implements for defence and labour. The extreme 
fertility of l3ie country invited them to make seme 
effinrts to- gson a permaiUMit footing, in it, and by 
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means of intrigue coupled with a little force, they 
succeeded in obtaining possession of the whole of 
the west end, the line of which seems to have run 
in an oblique direction, from about Cape Franfois 
on the north to Cape Rosa on the south. Having 
surmounted all the obstacles that presented them- 
selves, and having overcome those difficulties which 
generally accompany the first attempts at coloni- 
zation, or are met with in a newly discovered land, 
they pursued with incredible ardoiur and industry 
the culture of the soil, and the improvement of their 
valuable acquisition. 

The Spanish court, jealous of and unable to con-^ 
tend with their rival colonists, submitted to France, 
when the two cabinets at home came to a mutual 
understanding and adjustment, respecting these- 
foreign possessions. An arrangement was entered 
into, under which commissioners were appointed 
for settling the boundaries, and fixing the rights 
which had formed the ground of disputes between 
the settlers of these rival nations. The line of de- 
marcation finally agreed upon commenced at the 
bay of Mansenillo on the north, dividing in its 
course the river Massacre; thence taking rather 
a westerly course, it reached an acute point at Don- 
don, and afterwards proceeded southerly to the river 
Fedemales. 

This tract of co\mtry, as conceded to the French, 
contained about 1000 square leagues, exceedingly 
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Tegular in its character, intersected with moun- 
uns, and having plains confined and difiicult of 
pproach, so as to make it altogether much inferior 
n point of natural value to even a single district of 
ihe Spanish division; having also two extreme 
points or capes. Cape Nicolas Mole on the north, 
and Cape Tiburon on the south-west extremity, in 
both of which the soil is less valuable, from its being 
80 very mountainous, and from its not possessing 
those facilities of communication which can be ob- 
tained in other districts. Notwithstanding the dis- 
advantages against which the first settlers had to 
contend, and in defiance of every local obstacle, 
they seemed to have been impressed with the con- 
viction, that if a spirit of perseverance and labour 
could be difiused amongst them, they would ulti- 
nuitely be richly rewarded for all their toil, and all 
that anxiety and deprivation to which it appears, at 
their first setting out, they were unquestionably 
subjected. Their conclusions were just, and time 
shewed the correctness of the principles on which 
they reasoned and acted, for their colony gradually 
fose in estimation ; and at so early a period as the 
year 1703, under the government of M. Auger, a 
^tive of America, and who in early life had been 
^ a state of slavery, it had become of so much 
consideration to France, that the greatest possible 
efforts were made to extend their system of cultiva- 
tion to the whole of their colonial territory. That 

c 
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officer was indefatigable, it is said, in his exettiods 
in encouraging and in stimulating the colonists in 
the culture of the lands, and as he had been pre- 
viously governor of Guadaloupe, it is to be inferred 
that he possessed no ordinary skill in the business of 
preparing the ground for the production of those 
exotic and indigenous plants which became the maifi 
articles of eisrport to the mother-countiy. That he 
was a most efficient governor all writers admit, fo 
he had brought the state of his colony to a very 
high pitch of prosperity, when he died, lamented 
by all who had lived imder his command. The 
plantations at this period had increased in eveijr 
part, particularly in the valleys, where the soil Was 
more congenial, and where the labour could be pdr- 
forined without being attended with those difficulties 
which impeded it in the more taountainous distriets. 
In the western parts the cocoa-tree had begun to 
produce most luxuriantly, yielding great wealth to 
individuals, and a large revenue to the state. The 
sugar-cane had also arrived at great perfection, ^ 
the art of manufacturing the sugar from it had be£b 
for some time carried on with astoniishing succeA 
Coffee plantations were eiStablishing, and the plitftl- 
ers in every direction were vying with each other to 
bringing their properties Into the highest podsit^ 
state of cultivation. 

In the year 1715> however, the island iSujPel;^ * 
very severe calamity, and in the succeeding J^^ 
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anpthor followed, in both of which aknost all the 

<^oa-trees perkhed, and considerable damage was 

done to every vegetable production ; and the plant- 

ers, who had by this time acquired an easy, if not a 

eompetent fortune, sustained losses that only time 

^d continued exertion could possibly repair. I^ 

will be seen, however, that a great improvement 

gradually followed, and that agriculture had not 

t)een neglected, for in the year 1754 the colony had 

^vanced to « wonderful pitch of prosperity, and 

i^eems ^o have satisfied the wishes of the proprietors 

of the soil, 4s well as the most sanguine cxpecta- 

^ons of the government. It is said by an anony- 

fQous writer, that ^' the various commodities cx- 

portied from the island amounted to a million and a 

quarter sterling, and the imports to one million 

§eyon hundred and seventy-seven thousand five 

bimdred and nine pounds. There were fourteen 

thousand white inhabitants, nearly four thousand 

free mulattoes, and one himdred and seventy-two 

tl^nisaiid negroes; five hundred and ninety-nine 

80^ plantations, three thousand three himdred 

tt4 seventy-nine of indigo, ninety-eight thousand 

nine hundred and forty-six cocoa-trees, six million 

tbree hundred thousand three hundred and sixty- 

i^v^ cotton plants, and about twenty-two millions 

of wsia-irees, sixty-three th(»isand horses and 

^ttiAes, i^nety-ll^ree thousand head of homed cattle, 

Wnii]}i<9i9 of ^nnana trees, upwards of one million 

c2" ■ 
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plots of potatoes, two hundred and twenty-six thou- 
sand of yams, and nearly thtee million trenches of 
marrioc.'^ 

From this period up to the French revolution 
the colony advanced still further in prosperity, every 
year adding to the wealth of the planters, and to 
the revenue of the crown. Nothing could exceed 
the condition into which the plantations had been 
brought by their owners ; a steady and enlightened 
system of agriculture had been established, which 
had been productive of the most beneficial results. 
Every plantation, laid out with the greatest care 
and neatness, was so arranged as to bring every part 
of the soil into use in its proper order of succession 
— ^not the least particle appears to have escaped the 
eye of the owner, for what could not be rendered fit 
for the production of the cane, served either for 
cotton, cofiee, indigo, or other plants. In the val- 
leys surroimded by mountains, the access to which 
for carriages was attended with some danger, and 
consequently were chiefly in pasture, the verdure 
was astonishing. These valleys having small rivu- 
lets or streams running through them, and shaded 
by occasional groups of trees and shrubs, which 
grew spontaneously on the margins of a spring, 0^ 
round any body of water that might occasionally be 
collected from the mountain falls, became extreindy 
valuable for the raising of cattle for the consump* 
tion of the planters, and on this account extremel'9 
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profitable to their owners; for here the animals could 
graze undisturbed and cool under a meridian sun, 
and range unmolested, indulging in the richness of 
the surrounding herbage. The culture of the land 
for the sugar-cane at this period seems to have en- 
gaged the greatest attention of the planter, for at 
no time had such amazing crops been produced as 
in the year preceding the revolution ; the soil in the 
plains of the north, Artibanite and the Cul de Sac, 
being peculiarly adapted for it, from its extreme 
strength and excellent quality, and from its situa* 
tion, which enabled it to receive the aid of irriga- 
tion in seasons when drought prevails. The estates 
also appropriated to the production of sugar exhibit- 
ed a degree of uniformity and order, in all the 
departments of plantation labour, which can scarcely 
be exceeded even at the present period, when the 
system is supposed to have become more mature, 
and its true principles better understood. 

The cofiee plantations had at this time arrived at 
great perfection — ^they were extensive, and exceed- 
ingly fruitfrd ; for the genius and industry of the 
proprietors were exerted to their utmost limits in 
this branch of agriculture. Every property was di- 
vided and subdivided into small fields, in which the 
trees were planted with all that nicety and regula- 
rity which is often seen in a well regulated nursery. 
The pruning-knife and the hoe were regularly ap- 
plied to the trees requiring to be dismembered of 
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their superfluous branches, and wanting nu rt u re at 
theur half expiring roots. The cotton and ind^ 
plantations had also arrived at the height of excel- 
lence in planting, and it was not possible that 
greater abundance could have been obtained firon 
them, than that which was usually returned at or a 
few years previously to the convulsion which ioA 
place. The cocoa tree was also at this time exceed- 
ingly flourishing, and much care and attention ware 
bestowed upon its cultivation; its produce being 
found an article of no inconsiderable demand, and 
extremely profitable in the returns which it yielded 
the cultivator. 

A better or clearer proof cannot be given of the 
highly improved state of agriculture at this time, 
than by a reference to the number of plantatiom 
which had been established, and to the quantity of 
produce which had been exported to France, wifli 
the value of the whole, as estimated by persmis 
, whose authority may be relied on, and who were 
doubtless competent judges, firom having in the 
island filled situations which gave them opportuni- 
ties of fairly estimating everything cotmected with 
the country. 

Moreau St. Mery, a writer of great credit, wait 
native of St. Domingo, states, ^^ that in the jett 
1791 there were, in the French division el(mey 
seven hundred and ninety-three sugar estates, seves^ 
hundred and eighty-nine cotton plantations, thr^ 
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thous£ttid one hundred and seventeen .of coffee, 
three thousand one hundred and fifty of indige, 
fifty-four cocoa manufactories, and six hundred 
and twenty-three smaller settlements, on which 
were produced large quantities of Indian com, rice, 
pulse, and almost every description pf vegetables 
required for the consumption of the people. There 
were also forty thousand horses, fifty thousand 
mules, and two hundred and fifty thousand cattle 
and sheep ; and that the quantky of land actually 
in cultivation was about two million two hundred 
and eighty-nine thousand four hundred and eighty 
acres.*" 

The quantity of produce exported from the island 
to France appears, by various accounts, to have 
heexx very large indeed, furnishing a very strong 
■corroboration of the flourishing state of the colony^ 
and of the extent to which agriculture had been 
carried. It would appear that not much regard 
was paid to other means by which the prosperity of 
the country might have been enhanced, the inha- 
bitants resting solely on the culture of the soil tp 
exalt the island in the eyes of the parent state, and 
to make it an appendage worthy to be cherished and 
protected. Mr. Edwards and others have stated 
tbe amount of exports as follows : that is to say, 
<^ut one hundred and sixty-three millions four 
Jumped thousand pounds of sugar, sixty-eight mil- 
lions one hundred and fifty thousand pounds of 
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eoTOCy flx iniilliiwM tvo Imndred and cig|i^- 
tbousamd pomids of eoClniyiiine Imndred and tfaiitj 
thoonnd poonds of indigo, twatj-imie thoomd 
hogsheads of molassesy and three hundred ptmcheoni 
of mm. Walton^ in his Appendix, eninnentes 
many other articks of export besides those which I 
hare named, and he states theqnantitj of each mnch 
hffger, and Tahies the whole at about six minions and 
ninety-fimr thousand two hundred and thirty poonds, 
English money. The same writer observes, that die 
▼akie of the imports into the coontiy about that 
time firom France was fiiur millions one hundred 
and twenty-five thousand six hundred and ten 
pounds sterling. At this period, also, it appean 
from authority, that the population amounted to 
about forty thousand white people, twenty-eight 
thousand free persons of colour, and about four 
hundred and fifty-five thousand slaves ; and that the 
valuation of the whole of the plantations in cultme, 
with the buildings, slaves, cattle, and every imple- 
ment for the use of agriculture, was estimated at 
fourteen hundred and ninety milUons of Uvres, (nt 
somewhat about seventy millions English money. 

The Spanish division of Hayti is said to contain 
two-thirds of the whole, and is estimated at about 
three thousand one hundred and fifty square leagues^ 
an extent of country capable of affording the means 
of subsistence to a population of at least seven mil- 
lions of souls. In local advantages this part cer— 



CHAP. I.] OB SAINT DOMINGO.^ 25 

tainly exceeds the western division, from its soil 
being almost in a virgin state, and a very large pro- 
portion of its valleys and elevations never having 
been tilled. The indolence and inactivity inherent 
in the Spanish character have been displayed in all 
their colours in this part of St. Domingo ; for al- 
though their district possessed all the natural means 
required to raise them to an equal pitch of splen- 
dour with their French neighbours, yet so powerfrd 
were their propensities for pleasure, and every spe- 
cies of amusement, that they devoted but little of 
their time to the improvement of their properties, 
and they obtained from them but little beyond a 
scanty supply for their own immediate wants. From 
every source of information that can be consulted, 
it appears that the Spaniards, from their earliest 
settlement down to the period when they finally 
quitted the country, depended more on their mines 
than on anything that possibly could be derived 
from either agricidture or commerce ; consequently 
agriculture was in a backward state, and the culture 
of the soil made but a very slow progress : indeed, 
but a very small proportion of the country was in a 
state of tillage ; the inhabitants merely paid a little 
attention to the natural pastures which abounded in 
^ the plains of the east, and whose luxuriance and 
verdure continued throughout the whole year. In 
"*e«e they raised large herds of cattle, for which 
^'^^ found a market, not only among their neigh- 
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txmrs the French, who required a considerable sup- 
ply tor th&i estates, but they exported yery large 
quantities to Jamaica and Cuba. To the raising 
of cattle, therefore, and to the occasional cutting 
of wood— mahogany, cedar, and a variety of other 
4imbers for ornamental work, as well as dye-wood% 
•—did the Spaniards devote their time, and henos 
did they contrive to satisfy their moderate and con- 
tracted wants, without having recourse to tillage. 

It has been observed, and I think very truly, 
that the most important obstacle to the advance^ 
ment of this part of Hayti, was the policy pur<- 
sued by Spain towards her colonies. The system 
c^ government under which she ruled her trans- 
atlantic settlements seems to have been one of eaLo 
treme oppression, and of unexampled rigour, and» 
from the earliest period of her sway, this system 
was most rigidly enforced in HispaSieola. There 
does not appear upon record any circumstance pro* 
viously to the year I7OO, which evinced a disposition 
on the part of Spain to promote the wel&re of th^ 
colony, by calling forth its local resources, and by 
encouraging and tolerating settlers from others of 
their unprofitable and barren islands, in which all 
their energies and efibrts had been firuitless and uur 
availing. The high state of the west end, under 
their prudent and more assiduous neighbours the 
French, whose industry and perseverance had asto- 
nished the world, and whose judicious and highly 
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smtmendable system for promoting the cultivatioii 
II thdr country had become the theme of much 
jptdse and admiration, seemed about this time to 
fevre produced among the Spaniards some disposi- 
tfah to adopt measures for insuring to the parent 
Uste a more lucrative trade &om their colonies, 
^te force of example was too powerful to be resist- 
%B, and even the Court of Madrid began about this 
Ihnefo devise measures which might improve, and 
'vUch might call into play all those resources which 
"dns highly fertile and most congenisd soil was known 
It) possess. Governors of known prudence and pa- 
'iiotic zeal for the interest of their nation w^e select- 
^ and sent out, with injimctions to promote the ia- 
lerests of agriculture, and to give a spur to commerce, 
% opening an intercourse with their neighbours. 
The wants of the French in cattle, mules, and horses, 
•■^wc exceedingly extensive, and offered to the Spa- 
Tittds an opportunity of improving their properties, 
hf providing a vent for the sale of their stock. It 
gave an impulse to industry, and the once inert and 
^concerned Spanish planter became in time an 
^ve and enterprising agriculturist, shaking off 
diat languor by which he had been previously cha- 
racterized, and at length Bssiuning a degree of ani« 
^tim and spirit, which enabled him to take ad- 
vantage of those resources which nature had placed 
within his reach. 
A mutual interchange and good understanding 
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between the two powers of France and Spain having 
taken place, this intercourse, become more frequent 
and reciprocally beneficial, continued for a series of 
years. In 1 790, however, this most important branch 
of their commerce was cut off by the convulsion into 
which the neighbouring province was thrown. AQ 
that part of the population who dwelt on . the 
frontiers withdrew themselves into the interior, leav- 
ing behind them their cattle, which fell into the 
hands of their rapacious neighbours, whose inroads 
caused much consternation amongst the proprie- 
tors; but their slaves, from habit or from some 
other powerful cause, remained unmoved and at- 
tached to them, although they had before them such 
strong incentives to revolt. Every appeal made by 
these people (and it is said, that they made in- 
numerable ones) to the cabinet of Spain for protec- 
tion against the fatal example of the French divi- 
sion, met with a very cold reception, if not a posi- 
tive rejection. In this state of suspense and con- 
tinued fear and alarm the people remained, until 
the disgraceful treaty of Basle gave Hispaneola to 
the republican government of France; and this 
event I cannot better describe than in the language 
of one of the most correct writers on this country*, 
whom I shall here quote as an authority which has 
been hitherto deemed unquestionable. Speaking of 

• Walton. 
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chis event, which occurred in the year 1795, and of 
the designs of the French rulers, he says, *^ though 
boded in the plans of universal dominion on their 
own continent, their cabinet did not lose sight or 
cease to entertam a hope of again possessing colonies 
abroad, and they were well aware which were the 
most desirable. Perhaps no system of invasion 
had been longer or more deeply premeditated, and 
digested with more mysterious secrecy, than the 
entire subjugation of Spain and her American set- 
tlements, in which, besides the common views of 
aggrandizement, their constitutional enmity to the 
reigning family acted as a powerfiil stimulus. This 
policy was coeval with that ambition which marked 
the first career of the present ruler of France and 
the specious veil imder which the hidden, but con- 
tinued advances were regularly made towards the 
end in view, adds to the guilt of duplicity and in- 
gratitude, when we consider that Spain has scrupu- 
lously maintained her treaty of alliance and has ful- 
filled the stipulations entered into in 1795, not- 
withstanding all the three changes that have given 
otlier names to the French government, without al- 
tering its entity, or revolutionary or destructive 
system ; that the cabinets of Madrid have bended 
to a degree of abject condescension, rather than be 
P^pitated into a war; that they have sacrificed 
the interests and inclinations of their people, and 
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have been driven at length into a state of non-re- 
prisal, rather than risk a war&re with a nation thqp 
respected, and though an ally, fiimishing both m&k 
and money under promises to share in the CQnquegto 
made, they have been treated rather aa a futhlesg 
neutral without claim, representation, or chari^pt^ 
and thus their country has been impoveriahed an4 
laid waste, and the supports of national upion imd 
energy undermined.'*' 

Further, in continuation of this disgrace^ treaty, 
by which Spain so abjectly submitted to surrendef 
her colony to France, he says, ^^ by this instrument of 
diplomatic intrigue andsubtlety Hifipafieolawasnuid^ 
over unreservedly to France; the oldest sulgectsof 
the Spanish crown in the western world were thw 
bartered like so many sheep, and an island, not tiw 
capture of an enemy during war, and given up at itf 
termination, but one that had descended to them as § 
primitive right, and had formed the glory of the jsp^ 
ceding monarchs, who saw it discovered and settled. 
When possession was given in further aggravation 
of the Spanish natives, the transfer was received Ijr 
Toussaint at the head of the intrusive settl^r^ of one 
division of the island, with whom the former had 
previously and generously shared th^ territOKJ* 
in short by a horde of emancipated slaves to wlM 
the French republic had givai equality, conwatcwfl^ 
and power, and who now came to erect a aflf 
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Standard on the spot consecrated by the labours and 
tishes of Columbus, and long revered as an object of 
tational pride." 

^' In justice to the Dominican people it may be 
said, that none of the Spanish settlements possess 
more of the amor patriae which ought to distinguish 
loyal subjects: they received the news as a thimder- 
boH, and the country presented an universal scene 
of lamentation. They appealed to the humanity 
of their sovereign, but without effect, and then had 
recourse to remonstrances.'" 

Receiving no answer to their prayers or to their 
t^cmstrances, the people were left in a state bor- 
dering on despondency, with the only alternative 
of leaving their native land, or of swearing alle- 
giance to a power in whom they could not confide, 
tuid which they had been taught to detest. Emi- 
lgni&(A therefore was determined on, and all orders— 
fiuns, fiiars, clergy, and men of property and in- 
fluence — with their families and their slaves, em- 
ttttked for Cuba, Porto Rico, and the Spanish main, 
kftVing b^nd them their possessions, to seek a 
Mter, and to find homes and occupations, in a 
country in which they might be protected by laws 
^ which they had been accustomed, and submit 
to a govemment which they had been taught to re- 
^{M. The extent of this emigration was consider- 
&Ue, and is said to have amounted to one third of die 
population ; and it is evident ftmi a subsequent 
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ccnsus that this was not aii exaggeration, and lli&t 
so large a proportion of the people absolutely left 
the country, abandoning their abodes and mucli 
wealth rather thau Eiibmit to a people whom they 
hated as the usuri)ers of their possessions. 

In the years 1789 ai"i ITS^i about which time thf 
first ('isturbances among the slaves in the French pad 
of the island commenced, it appears the Spanish divi- 
sion contained about one hundred and fifty thousand 
souls or upwards; but by a subsequent census taken 
immediately after the cession to theFrench, and after 
the spirit for emigration had in some measure sub- 
sided, there remained only about one hundred thou- 
sand of all descriptions, a very strong proof of thi^| 
detestation in which the Spaniards held this trea 
which assigned them over as subjects of the t 
publican government of France. It is very evidoit, 
however, whatever impressions this arrangement 
mighthavemadeon the Spanish colonists, that itwss 
one dictated by the rulers in France, and therefore H 
cepted from necessity, and not from choice, 
infamous God oy, Prince of Peace (which high sow 
ing title was confirmed by this treaty) was the If 
ing personage in its negotiation, and being si 
leagued with the French ministry, became a i 
ing instrument in consigning this bright and v 
able appendage of the Spanish crown to the i 
designing and crafty schemes of the French cabi 
which had been from the bepnning of their s 
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ious aim at universal dominion, not unmindful of 
ihe advantages that were to be derived from colo- 
oial possessions. When it is seen that the mistaken 
and weak policy, as well as the pusillanimity of the 
Spanish cabinet, caused so great a sacrifice as the 
dismemberment of their most valuable colony, it be- 
comes a matter of no astonishment that the people 
ihould relax in their efiPorts to aid the means and 
xeaources of their parent state, by any exertions, in 
» the cultivation of their lands, beyond what might be 
• xcquisite for their own support. As this neglect and 
' heedless inattention to their prosperity had been 
; for 8 series of years observable, and as every incen- 
tive to industry was checked by the measures of the 
ctown, it is not to be wondered at that this division 
of the island did not advance at the same rate as 
' ihst which was imder the dominion of France. 
■ However manifest the declension of the colony was to 
^ Spam, she never made any movements,^ nor adopted 
i Any means indicating a desire to revive the droop* 
I Uf energies of the colonists, and reinstate them in 
iheb former easy circumstances and affluence. If 
the cabinet of Madrid had had recourse to those 
tise plans which would have promoted the cause of 
^ agriculture and commerce, instead of becoming a 
cdm and unconcerned spectator of the decline of 
hoth^ this colony might still have remained the most 
l^rilliant gem in the Spanish crown. A people who 
W, from the example of their neighbours, and by 

D 
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an impulse the most surprising, been roused from 
state of lethargy and inactivity to great exertitnisi 
the culture of the soil, in the breeding of cattle, m\ 
in commercial enterprise, might have exalted thf 
country to the highest possible state of prosperil}) 
had their efforts been seconded by the regulatkn 
of a wise government, and had that protection be* 
given to them to which they were surely entitled; 
instead of such support and protection, instead, 
being watched over and guarded by their piidi 
state, their prayers, their petitions, and entrea&i 
were unattended to, and they were given up as < 
prey to their rebellious and uncivilized neighbooHi 
who used every exertion to throw their country inl» 
a state of anarchy and concision. The individnil 
and unsupported energies of the colonists, howevrf, 
were roused by the alarming predicament into wWi 
they had been thrown, through the apathy and so- 
pineness of the cabinet of Spain, and they efitf- 
tually stopped the incursions of the pillagers fori 
time, prevented the destruction of their towns aiiJ 
plantations, and finally, by their firmness and pier- 
severance, saved their properties from the devast** 
tions which had destroyed those of the western fi« 
vision. 

To the astonishment of the world, the slaves, as I 
have before remarked, adhered with extraordinai^ 
fidelity to the cause of their masters, and evincel 
no disposition to become participators in the w(rf 
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of rebellion, nor to enrich themselves by the spoils 
obtained by plunder, rapine, and every kind of pre- 
itoiy warfare. Although the example to throw off 
^fokeof aUvary was constantly before them, few 
^ere the instances in which a slave joined the in- 
surgents. Such an attachment on the part of the 
dave towards his master, however, is not to be won- 
dcted at, when it is known, that the Spaniards were 
Idnd, indulgent, and liberal owners, always attentive 
to their wants, and alive to their comforts ; seldom 
inflicting punishment, except for flagrant acts of in- 
subordination and theft, but treating them with a le- 
iriency and humanity which softened the rigours of 
•larery, and left it to be known only by name. 

Notwithstanding the enmity which always existed 
\jetween the two colonies, a smuggling trade was 
^auried on, which, although not very extensive, was 
exceedingly productive to the Spaniards, as it took 
off part of their homed cattle, mules, horses, &c., 
ttd in return for which they received the products 
ind manufactures of Europe, and slaves, which they 
could not obtain by the regular course of importa- 
tion, on any thing like the same moderate or favour- 
aUe terms. It is stated, that the French purchased 
annually upwards of twenty-five thousand head of 
homed cattle and about two thousand five hun- 
dred mules and horses ; and that the Spaniards also 
ttansmitted upwards of half a million of dollars in 
fpede during, the year, for the purchase of. goods, 

i>2 
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implements of agriculture, and negroes. Lsigs 

shipments of mahogany and dye-woods found their 

way to Spain and different parts of Europe, and tiw 

United States, and indirectly to England : and a 

considerable intercourse existed with the idandi of 

Porto Rico, Cuba, and Jamaica, to which latter two 

islands cattle were exported, and mahogany and 

dye-woods found a market in Jamaica more advn- 

tageous than any that could be found in Europe, 

owing to their being able to procure their returns ia 

a more direct way than through the mother-countiy 

or any of the European states. 

The commerce with Porto Rico and the Spanidi 
main was also productive of some profit to the peo- 
ple of St. Domingo. The advantages accruing to 
the former arose from the facilities of smuggling, by 
which the enormous duties on foreign European 
goods of thirty-four per cent, in most cases weie 
saved ; and these goods could be purchased in St* 
Domingo on more moderate terms, from havioS 
been illicitly obtained from the French part of tks 
island. 

The trade to the United States was also of 0^ 
little importance; for the vessels of that country 
took large quantities of mahogany, hides, somecof" 
fee, and a little dye-wood, in return for the cargoN 
which they brought thither, consisting of flour, beef 
pork, butter, salted herrings, and dried cod*fid) 
. with some East India goods^ and vaiums desoii 
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ikns of lumber of America, more usefiil and easy 
in working for buildings than the hard wood of the 
eoQXLtry. The aggregate value of the exports and 
imports of this part of the island I have seen no- 
wkere correctly stated: it is very evident, however, 
fiom the various accounts which I have seen, that it 
WIS infinitely less than the aggregate of the French 
put; and this may be safely confided in from the 
extremely fertile state of the one, when compared 
irith the uncultivated condition of the other; from 
tiie industrious, the assiduous, and enterprising &]»<• 
rit, 80 characteristic of the French colonist, aide4 
by the judicious measures of the cabinet of France, 
which sought to protect and encourage the agricul^ 
lore and commerce of her colonies, whilst the Spa^ 
niards of the eastern division were left to pursue 
both their agricultural and commercial avocations 
tinder every species of discouragement and restraint. 
The energy displayed by one government, and tb# 
▼eiy relaxed system pursued by the other, accounts 
fot the flourishing state of one part of this rich co- 
lony, why St its rival was steeped in poverty: no- 
thing, therefore, is left for conjecture as to the 
cause of so great a contrast ; and both having sub- 
wquently been shaken by the effects of those per- 
nicious doctrines so generally propagated at the Re- 
^ution, little is to be seen of the antecedent state 

[ of rither, and chaos, ignorance, and indolence have 

I iopeneded order, light, and industry. 
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Such was the state of the island at and during the 
two or three succeeding years of the revolution, » 
related by several writers, and confirmed by informa- 
tion obtained from individuals now residing in the 
country, who were present during the troubles which 
agitated and destroyed it, and reduced them fi^om 
the height of affluence and peace into misery, and 
oftentimes into want — &om them, much, of course^ 
was to be elicited ; and although I thought it t 
matter of prudence and a necessary caution, not to 
rely too implicitly on their communications, yet I 
always found them justly entitled to my confidence^ 
on the fullest investigation. I never had a cause to 
question their veracity. Their account of the 
scenes which took place during the early stages anJ 
progress of the revolution, accords with the state- 
ments of others who have described them, and I 
have not been able to discover any discrepances be- 
tween them. 



CHAPTER II. 

Cause of the revolution in the colony. — People of co- 
lour in France. — Their proceedings. — League with the 
society of Amis des Noirs. — Oge's rebellion. — His de- 
feat and death. — Conduct of the proprietors and plant- 
ers. — Consequences of it. 

It has been very erroneously thought by some per- 
sons, who feel interested in the fate of the slave 
Population of the West Indies, or at all events they 
t^ave, with no little industry, propagated the im- 
t^^ession, that the revolution in Hayti begun with the 
^^volt of the blacks, when it is evident, from the 
^cry best authors and from the testimony of people 
^ow living, who were present during its opening 
^^enes, that such was not the fact, and that the 
slaves remained perfectly tranquil for two years after 
^le celebrated," Declaration of Rights'' was pro- 
^^ulgated in France. Such persons give themselves 
^ut little trouble in searching the history of the 
l^sland — they are satisfied with the report of others, 
^ho maybe equally uninformed with themselves; and 
> ^hus it is that they imbibe ideas and notions of the 
Avonderful capacities of the negro population, who 
- could have commenced, and so effectually carried 
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themselves through a struggle for freedom, without, 
as they allege, the aid of any other more enlightened 
or more powerful auxiliary. It requires no observa- 
tion of mine to shew that the first symptom of dis- 
order shewed itself among that class of people in 
the colony denominated, at the time, Sang-melees, 
or Gens de Couleur, or, as termed in the British co- 
lonies, mulattoes, who from their numbers formed a 
very powerful body, and not being countenanced 
by the whites, became in time inveterately opposed 
to them : many of them, natives of the colony and of 
the other French islands, were residing in France at 
the time of the Revolution, and these consisted of 
persons who had been sent thither in early life fax 
their education, together with others who possessed ] 
considerable property, as well as some talent and 
intelligence. At this period also, from an extn- 
ordinary prejudice that prevailed in France against 
the inhabitants of the colonies, arising from ift 
aversion to the principles of slavery, and which wts 
much encouraged by the denunciation against every- 
thing having the least appearance of despotism, i 
society was established, denominated **Amis des 
Noirs^ (Friends of the Blacks), which aimed at Ae ' 
subversion of the government, and called for Im im- 
mediate abolition of the slave-trade, as well ai i^ 
general emancipation of all those who were at th^ 
time living in a state of slavery. 

"With these people" (meaning the m^ df odd** 
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in France), says a writer on this subject, ^Hhe so- 
ciety of Amis des Noirs formed an intimate connec* 
tion. Their personal appearance excited pity, and, 
cooperating with the spirit of the times and the 
representations of those who deeply sympathized 
upon principles of humanity with their condition, 
all ranks of people became clamorous against the 
white colonists, and their total annihilation was 
threatened.'^ Not long after the formation of this 
onion of feeling and sentiment between the friends 
of the blacks and the men of colour in France, the 
national assembly promulgated their famous decla^ 
ration of rights, an act certainly contemplating the 
destruction of all order, and having an evident ten- 
dency to excite the lower classes of the people into 
every species of insubordination and general ferment; 
one of its leading and most important clauses 
being, that ^^all men are born and continue free 
and eqtial as to their rights.'"'' 

The society of Amis des Noirs, aided by a cor- 

tesponding institution in London, together with the 

united body of the coloured people in France, lost no 

time in sending out this very celebrated declaration, 

ttid in disseminating its principles throughout the 

vliole island; their eiForts were not unavailing, for 

ibe muUttoes, conscious that the French nation 

^^tute favourable towards their designs of demuiding 

^ tettitution of their rights, and the &dl and un- 

fuilified enjoyment of those privileges hitherto coiK 
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fined tu the white colonists, had recourse to am 
and appeared in bodies for the purpose of awing i 
provincial asaemblics into concession; but their nu) 
ber not being great, they were in the onset e 
subdued. It is said, however, that notwithstandJn 
this check to their progress, the assemblies we^ 
much disposed to concede to the demands of t] 
mulattoes; but in no instance could they think d 
permitting those white inhabitants to participate 1 
these privileges, who had in. any way cooperate 
with them. Several of the civil officers of the c 
ny and magistrates declaimed against slavery, i 
openly avowed themselves supporters of the det 
ration of the national assembly of the mother-coun- 
try; they were arrested by the provincial assemblies, 
and committed to prison, and such was the irritation 
and fury of the mob, that Mons. Beaudierre, a 
respectable magistrate at Petit Goane, was taken out 
by force, and, in spite of the municipality and other 
powers, put to death. In some cases the governor 
successMly interposed, and those who were most 
obnoxious to the people were conveyed out of the co- 
lony by secret means. During all these outrages, there 
is no account upon record of the negroes taking any 
part, and the fact seems to be estabhsbed, thata' 
this period they were quite tranquil and unmoved> 
although their several proprietors were concerned 
cither for or against the measures from which tl 
a^tations sprung. 
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' It appears that the governor of the colony had 
^^t a great deal of his popularity, and consequently 
^ his power, by his interposition ; for a general co- 
*^Hial assembly, convoked in January 1790 by 
^i^er from the king, determined that his instruc- 
tions were imperfect and inapplicable, and the people 
therefore proceeded on a plan of their own, and 
changed both the time and the place at which the 
assembly should be held. Nothing could have 
emanated from the deliberations of the body con- 
voked by this determination of the people, for the 
discontented and confiised state of the colony being 
soon known in the mother-country, and an appre- 
hension having arisen that the island was likely 
soon to be declared independent, the national as- 
sembly, in March 1790, came to the following deci- 
sion : ^^ That it never was the intention of the as- 
sembly to comprehend the interior government of 
the colonies in the constitution which they had 
firamed for the mother-country, or to subject them 
t;o laws which were incompatible with their local 
establishments ; they therefore authorize the inha- 
l^itants of each colony to signify to the national as- 
sembly their sentiments and wishes concerning the 
plan of interior legislation and commercial arrange- 
ment which would be most conducive to their pros- 
perity.'' Then followed a resolution, " That the 
national assembly would not cause any innovation 
to be made, directly or indirectly, in any system of 
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commerce in which the colonies were already oon- 
ccmed.'" * 

The people of colour and the society of Amis 
des Noirs were, as it might have been anticipated, 
thrown into considerable alarm by the promulgation 
of a decree of so ambiguous a character, and no 
little surprise and consternation followed its appeir- 
ance in the island. It was construed into an le- 
quiescence in the further continuance of the slaTB- 
trade; it was also conceived to confer upon the 
colonists the power of settling and affixing their co- 
lonial constitutions, and to absolve them from their 
allegiance to the French crown. 

The first general assembly of the island which 
was convoked after these decrees had been receivedi 
and had excited the astonishment of the peopk, 
was held at St. Marc on the 16th of April 1790. 
Their deliberative ftmctions commenced with a dis- 
cussion upon the hardships to which the people of 
colour were subjected under the military system of 
the colony, and it was determined, that on no 8ah> 
sequent occasion should they be required to perfom 
more duty than was usually exacted from die 
whites. 

An inquiry into the abuses alleged to prevail h 
the colonial courts of judicature, and the dignisiiflg^ 
of a new plan of colonial government, were th* 

* AnonymouR. 
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principal subjects which occupied the attention of 
the assembly until the end of May, when it was adp- 
joumed or prorogued. 

M. Paynier was at this time governor-general of 
St Domingo : he had neither the capacity nor the 
disposition required for administering the aiFairs of 
the colony at such a period. Instead of being ac- 
tuated with the desire of conciliating the parties 
opposed to each other, he secretly gave every pos- 
sible aid and encouragement to the supporters of 
ancient despotism. The appearance of Colonel 
Mauduit, however, a man of some talent and energy, 
effected a change ; for he soon acquired much influ- 
ence over the governor-general, and prevented the 
coalition which was about to take place between the 
assembly and the mulattoes ; and declaring himself 
the protector of the latter, he speedily gained over to 
his interest the greater part of that class of people. 
The planters at this time, too, were in an undecided 
state, wavering in theu* opinions, and fixed to no 
measures likely to preserve the tranquillity of the 
island, and there was not one of their body capable 
of impressing them with a due sense of the condi- 
tion into which they were likely to be precipitated 
by their want of energy and decision. Forming as 
they did a numerous class of the inhabitants, had 
^^ been unanimous in their opinions, and united 
^ their views, the repose of the colony would in all 
('Ability have been preserved. Such not being 
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the: case, however, and some of the provincial s»- 
semblies making eiForts to counteract the meaciiires 
of the general one, a civil war seemed likely to be 
the result of so much diversity of sentiment." The 
decree of the general colonial assembly of the 2BA 
of May was indicative of an approaching convul- 
sion, which before long might be expected to burst 
forth; the preamble to this decree exhibited senti- 
ments which seemed to breathe a spirit hostile te 
the vpeace of the people. The articles themselves 
assume it as a branch of the prerogative of the 
crown to confirm or annul the acts of the coloniiJ 
legislature at pleasure. These articles are import- 
ant, and I shall detail them as they have been given 
by others. 

" First. The legislative authority, in every thii^ 
which relates to the internal concerns of the colony 
(regime interieur), is vested in the assembly of ifs 
representatives, which shall be called * The Gknenil 
Assembly of the French Part of St. Domingo.** ■ 

" Secondly. No act of the legislative body, in 
what relates to the internal concerns of the colony^ 
shall be considered as a law definitive^ unless it wXj 
be made by the representatives of the French part 
of St. Domingo, freely and legally chosen, and con- 
firmed by the king. 

*^ Thirdly. In cases of urgent necessity, a \e^ 
lative decree of the general assembly, in what r^ 
lates to the internal concerns of the colony, shdl 
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be considered as a law provisional. In all such 
cases the decree shall be notified forthwith to the 
governor-general, who, within ten days after such 
notification, shall cause it to be published and en- 
forced, or transmit to the general assembly his ob- 
servations thereon. 

" Fourthly. The necessity of the case, on which 
the execution of such provisional decree is to de- 
pend, shall be a separate question, and be carried in 
the affirmative by a majority of two-thirds of the 
general assembly; the names and numbers being 
taken down (prises par Tappel nominal). 

" Fifthly. If the governor-general shall send 
down his observations on any such decree, the same 
shall be entered in the journals of the general as- 
sembly, who shall then proceed to revise the decree, 
and consider the observations thereon, in three se- 
veral sittings. The votes for confirming or annul- 
ling the decree shall be given in the words Yes or 
No, and a minute of the proceedings shall be signed 
by the members present, in which shall be enume- 
^ted the votes on each side of the question, and if 
there appears a majority of two-thirds for confirming 
fte decree, it shall be immediately enforced by the 
governor-general. 

" Sixthly. As every law ought to be founded on 
the consent of those who are to be bound by it, the 
French -part of St. Domingo shall be allowed to 
P^se regulations concerning commercial arrange- 
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ments, and the system of mutual connexion (rap- 
ports commerciaux, et autres rapports commmu), 
and the decrees which the national assembly shaD 
make in all such cases, shall not he enforced in thf 
colony^ until the general assembly shall have con- 
sented thereto. 

" Seventhly. In cases of pressing necessity, the 
importation of articles for the support of the inhi^ 
bitants shall not be considered as any l»*each of thi 
system of commercial regulations between St Do- 
mingo and France ; provided that the decrees to,be 
made in such cases by the general assembly shall U 
submitted to the revision of the governor-graeraly 
under the same conditions and modifications as aie 
prescribed in articles three and five. 

" Eighthly. Provided also, that every legislatiTe 
jact of the general assembly executed provisionallyt \ 
in cases of urgent necessity, shall be transmitted' 
forthwith for the royal sanction. And if the kiiy 
shall refuse his consent to any such act, its execp^ 
tion shall be suspended as soon as the king^s refiu4 
shall be legally notified to the general assembly. 

*^ Ninthly. A new general assembly shall \f^ 
chosen every two years, and none of the memben 
who have served in the former assembly 8(udl ^ 
eligible in the new one. 

'^ Tenthly. The general assembly decree that tb^ 
preceding articles, as forming part of the conatitii- 
tion of the French colony in St. Domingo, ahall be 
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immediately transmitted to France for the accept- 
ance of the national assembly and the king. They 
shall likewise be transmitted to all the parishes and 
districts of the colony, and be notified to the go- 
vernor-general.'' 

It wias not likely that a decree, the articles of 
which were thus opposed to the maintenance of 
order, could exact the acquiescence and submission 
of the people, and lead them to an approval of that 
which seemed to aim at the destruction of all sub- 
ordination. Serious apprehensions arose as to the 
measures which would be adopted and pursued at 
tUs juncture, to avert the impending storm which 
was expected at no distant period to burst forth. 

It was imagined, and was a received opinion, that 
the ^^ declaring of the colony an independent state, 
^ imitation of the English American provinces '', 
^as certain, and every effort was made to avert such 
^ proceeding. No obedience to the general assem- 
bly could be enforced. The inhabitants of Cape 
ran9oi8 were the first to set the example of re- 
oundng all respect for that body, and of calling 
.^n the governor-general to dissolve them. With 
is request he instantly complied, charging the 
l^eneral assembly with a design of undermining the 
^^>eace of the colony, by forming projects of inde- 
^k:>endency, contrary to the voice of the colonists ; he 
^ven charged them with having been accessories or 
instigators of the mutiny of the crew of one ot the 

£ 



50 PBESEUT 8TATK OF HAYTI, [cHAP. IL 

king^s Bhips, and pronouncing them traitors to their 
king and country, he declared that he should tab 
the most prompt and eflfective measures for bringipg 
them to that punishment for which their treadboy 
so loudly called. 

An attempt was made to arrest the committee of 
the western provincial assembly, and a force under 
M. Mauduit was sent for that purpose, but he fiikd 
in effecting his object, for' the members, hearing of | 
his approach, collected about four hundred of At 
national guard for their defence, and M» Maudnit 
retired after a skirmish or two, without any othff 
advantage than the capture of the national cdomk 

The general assembly being apprised of this it* 
tack, immediately summoned the people to the sup- 
port and protection of their representatives. TI10 
northern provincial assembly adhered to the goifza^ 
or-^eneral, and, to oppose the progress of his o|k 
ponents, they sent him all the troops staticmed is - 
that quarter, together with an additional foiroe sf 
about two hundred mulattoes* The western pi»- : 
vince collected a much greater force, and etoy* j 
thing seemed to indicate a sanguinary civ3 wa^ 
when an event occurred which for a time averted all 
those unhappy results that would inevitably hav* 
taken place, had the opposing parties come in ocmtiet» 

Most unexpectedly, at this momentous jaattm^ 
for the purpose of trying the effect of a personal Kp^ 
peal to the national assembly of France, the gmfitmi 
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ssembly of the island detennined on a voyage to 
Surope. About one hundred members, all that re- 
named of their body, from the effects of sickness 
isd desertion, embarked on board the Leopard (that 
very ship, the crew of which had declared them- 
selTes in their interest a very short time preyiously) 
on the 8th of August, and took their departure, 
baled with the warmest acclamations of the popu^ 
hce, who could not restrain their admiration at so 
otraordinary an act of devotion to the good of their 
ANmtry. It is said, that ^^ tears of sensibility and 
I aftedon were shed at their departure by all classes 
I Af people, and the parties in arms appeared mutually 
di^)08ed to submit their differences to the king and 
Ae national assembly.^ 

Immediately after this storm had subsided, every 
«&rt was made by the governor-general, Paynier, 
to restore confidence and tranquillity amongst the 
people, and for some time, there was a strong indi* 
cation of the peace of the colony being once more 
titablished ; but the designs of the people of colour 
b France, abetted by the society of Amis des Noirs, 
fJt the head of which were some of the most violent 
^the revolutionary characters of France, destroyed 
thdr hopes, and every species of anarchy and 
Mliuion was anticipated from the proceedings of 
disseminators of the pernicious doctrine of 
ity and the rights of man. 

E 2 
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It was at this period that the iirst mulatto rebel- 
lion took place, at the head of which was the famons 
Oge, the protege and disciple of La Fayette and 
Robespierre, a young man about thirty years of agi'. 
and a native of the northern part of St. Domicno. 
He had been educated in France at the expeu ^ 
of his mother, a woman of property living ncr 
Cape Frant^ois; having been admitted to tb' 
meetings of the society of Amis des Noirs, he hnJ 
imbibed all their principles, and had become entbu- 
siastic in demanding an equality of rights and pri- 
vileges for his coloured brethren. Encouraged by 
the society, and the revolutionary leaders, he left 
France for the purpose of instigating his fellow co- 
lonists of colour to take up arms in the assertion of 
their claims. To give him something like an ap- 
pearance of military command, the society purchased 
for him the rank of lieutenant-colonel in the army of 
one of the German states. To conceal his designs 
from the king and the national assembly, he made a 
circuitous voyage by North America ; but his object 
was known before he left France, and intimation 
was sent out to the governor-general that he had 
embarked for St. Domingo, and that his scheme wat , 
to excite his coloured brethren to arms. A des 
tion of his person, and I believe a portrait also, 1 
transmitted for tlie better discovery of hiin ( 
arrival; but notwithstanding every precaution*! 
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Landed secretly, i^nd the circumstance remained un« 
blown, until sottie weeks afterwards he wrote to the 
goYemor^ reyiling hini for his proceedings, and in the 
name of all the mulattoes, of which he declared 
himself to be the protector, demanding in the most 
contumelious language the immediate execution of 
an the statutes of the Code Noir, and that in all times 
to come there should be i\o distinction, as to rights 
Hid privileges, between the whites and the other 
inhabitants of the island. To give a greater force 
nlie thought to his demand, he vauntingly stated, 
Aat unless the governor-general acceded to his pro- 
portions, he should assert them by the force of arms. 
Og^, however, was somewhat premature in his cal- 
culations of support and aid in the carrying into effect 
tb object of his voyage ; for although some consi- 
derable time had elapsed from his landing, and he 
Jhad die assistance of his brothers, who were tainted 
with die same love of insubordination and tumult, he 
Aerer could collect at any one time more than from 
two to three hundred to join him in his cause. He 
Okcamped his followers near the Grand Riviere, and 
il is said, that his brothers and another chief, Che- 
yine, instigated their people to commit many ex- 
Mses, and at times murdered the unoffending in- 
JttliHtants in the vicinity, with the most shocking 
ttiidty, whenever they declined to join in their pro- 
■Medmgs. Instances were many, in which whole 
• ^ndlies were murdered, from the circumstance of a 
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Cbersne to be broken on die wbeel, and biB liiotej 
and some of bis fbHowefs to be banged. Tbefi^ 
titude of Cherane nerer fixsook bim to tbe Wj 
and he met his &te with extraordinar|r veaohliBJ 
and courage ; but Oge exhiUted the greatest pa^j 
lanimity, supplicating in the most abject 
that mercy might be extended to him. It 
that a rcBpite was granted to him, in considenii*| 
or })iH promise to make the most important Hf^] 
ytrwH were his life spared. He made a fiili 
Mton before commissioners appointed for that p»] 
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Mwe, and in that confession was detailed the whole 
plan which the coloured people had devised to excite 
the negro population to open rebellion. 

It seined a case of peculiar hardship, if not of 
great injustice, and breach of all faith and honour, 
diat after the unfortunate and deluded man had 
Bade such important disclosures, and had informed 
Ae governor of the whole of their designs, by 
^Uch their further progress might be defeated, his 
te should be sacrificed; mercy having been held 
nt as the price of his omfession, it should have 
keen extended to him, for this he had unquestion- 
lUy, upon every pnnciple of justice, a right to ex- 
fwi and to demand. Why it should not have be^i 
panted to him, no reason has been assigned. He 
vas executed immediately after, and at the &tal 
ipet he shewed neither the firmness, fortitude, nor 
the mind of a brave man suffering in that cause of 
rtiidi he had been the leader. 

The proceedings of the government with respect 
la the revolt of Og^, and the very unjust execution 
if die latter, excited great animosity between the 
ridtee and the people of colour, the latter of whom 
lad collected in large bodies in various parts. In 
he western and scmthem districts they formed en^ 
ampments, and displayed a determination to resist 
le oppresrion and the unjust decrees of the go- 
Bmor. At Jeremie, and at Aux Cazes in particu- 
r, a most formidable body had collected, well 
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armed and accoutred, and shewed a great desire ti 
come in contact with the government troops. I 
has been generally admitted that Mauduit, wh( 
commanded the troops of the government, was ii 
secret conference with their leaders, and that oi 
several occasions he appeared among them singly 
and consulted with them, advising them not to de 
sist from their purpose, but to move forward wit! 
energy and perseverance. That he did this traitor 
ously, is evident, for having obtained intelligence o 
the whole of their plans through this ruse, he availec 
himself of it for the purpose of defeating them, aiM 
as it afterwards turned out, the mulattoes were dis 
persed and obliged to seek reftige in any place when 
it was not likely that they could be known or disco 
vered. 

The members of the colonial assembly who hu 
gone to France for the purpose of laying their com 
plaints at the foot of the throne, were not receiva 
with much favour; on the contrary, having ap 
peared at the bar of the national assembly they wer 
dismissed with considerable disappointment an 
chagrin. The report of the committee appointe 
to examine their claims, displays no little disappra 
bation of the proceedings of the general colonial « 
sembly. It concludes by saying, ^^ that all the pre 
tended decrees and acts of the said colonial assemU 
should be reversed and pronounced utterly null an 
of no effect'; that the said assembly should be de 
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clared dissolved, and its members rendered ineligi- 
ble and incapable of being delegated in fiiture to 
the colonial assembly of St. Domingo; that testimo- 
ines of approbation should be transmitted to the 
northern provincial assembly, to Colonel Mauduit 
and the regiment of Port-au-Prince, for resisting the 
proceedings at St. Marcos ; that the king should be 
requested to give orders for the forming a new co- 
lonial assembly on the principles of the national de- 
cree of the 8th of March 1790, and instructions of 
the 28th of the same month ; finally, that the ci- 
devant members, then in France, should continue in 
a state of arrest, until the national assembly might 
find time to signify its further pleasure concemiBg 
them." 

Nothing could exceed the consternation which this 
decree excited throughout the colony, and the indig- 
nation of the people was manifest from one extremity 
of it to the other. To have called another general 
colonial assembly would have been an act of impos- 
nbility, for the people in many districts absolutely 
^ffosed to return other representatives, declaring 
those that were under arrest in France to be the only 
legal ones, and that they would not proceed to an- 
other election. 

The national guards, who had for some time felt, 
^th no little mortification, the insult offered them by 
Mauduit, who had previously carried off their co- 
lours, evinced a disposition to resent the affiron^ 
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and to refuse all farther adherence to the cause in 
which they had enlisted ; and they were soon after 
joined in their revolt by the very regiment of whidi 
Mauduit was the commander, tearing the white 
cockade firom their hats, and indignantly refamg 
obedience to him. Discovering the error into whidi 
he had fitUen, he offered to restore the national co- 
lours, and appealed to them for protection against 
insult, which these faithless wretches pledged. But 
because he would not stoop to the humiliation ff 
^SS^'^ P^Tdon of the national guards on Ut 
knees, he was, notwithstanding this pledge, oa the 
day appointed for the ceremony of restoring the co- 
lours, suddenly pierced by the bayonets of those 
very soldiers whom on innumerable occasions he 
had so kindly and so liberally treated. The other 
troops who happened to be present at this most das- 
tardly and inhuman act, could not witness it with- 
out an attempt to revenge themselves on the perpe- 
trators ; they were however restrained fixim effixt- 
ing their intention, and only compelled them to hqf 
down their arms, when they were sent off pris(meni 
to France, there to receive that punishment whidi 
such an enormity most justly deserved. 

About this period the accounts of the fatal end of 
Og^ had arrived in Paris, an event that caused in 
amazing sensation amongst the advocates of the 
people of colour and the society of Amis des Noiis; 
it brought forward the Abbe Gregoire, the stauBch 
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friend of the former, who, with extraordinary elo« 
qaence and great warmth, claimed the benefit which 
the instructions of March 1790 gave to them. Af- 
ter a violent address from Robespierre, who said, 
^Perish the colonies rather than sacrifice one iota 
of our principles^ the national assembly confirmed 
the decree of the 15th of May, 1 791, which enacted, 
I *' that the people of colour resident in the French 
I colonies should be allowed the privileges of French 
I dtiiens, and, among others^ those of having votes 
^ in the choice of representatives, and of being eligi- 
i Ue to seats both in the parochial and colonial as- 
I wnblies.'' 

This decree, on being received in the colony, ex- 
cited no little sensation ; the greatest indignation 
was manifested by the white people in every quarter, 
but still they refrained from acts of hostility to the 
Bteasores of the mother-country, under the hope 
that wh^ti the new colonial assembly, which was to 
i&eet at Leogane on the 9th of August, entered 
1^ its legislative functions, it would without 
ibobt afford them that redress which they so anx- 
ioody desired. 

The mulattoes, no doubt, expected that a most 
teiious opposition would be given to this decree, as 
the governor, M. Blanchelande, had assured the 
pomdal assembly of the north, ^' that he would 
fupend the execution of this obnoxious decree when- 
fver it should come to him properly authenticated^; 
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they accordingly assembled in large bodies throuj^ 
out the whole colony, and displayed a determinatioii 
to enforce by arms the concession of those privileges 
to which, under the decree of the national assemUyt 
they asserted they were entitled. 

Here, it will be perceived, the first serious sym- 
ptoms of tumult and insubordination appeared, not 
firom any revolt of the slave population, but fiom 
the unhappy interference of the national assemU^ 
of France, influenced by the supporters and advo- 
cates of the people of colour, and the society of 
Amis des Noirs. Had this interference been dedined 
by the mother-country, and had the colonial assem- 
bly been invested with the sole legislative power of 
framing regulations for the internal govemm^t of 
the island, all those lamentable scenes which subse- 
quently followed would have been averted, and the 
colony would have preserved its peace and repose, 
and have proceeded on, in its highly rich and culti- 
vated condition, to the great advantage of the pro- 
prietors, to the enhancement of the revenues of the 
parent state, and without, in any way, oppressing the 
slave cultivators or increasing the burthens under 
which they were said to labour. 

At the period of this narrative to which we have 
now arrived, the effects of the Revolution in France 
had made a very sensible impression on the whites, 
as well as on the people of colour ; and it has been 
a matter of no little astonishment, that during the 
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disputes which so unhappily existed, aiid whilst the 
adherents of one party were committing acts of hos- 
tility against the other, the slave population should 
have remained passive observers of the contest be- 
tween their respective masters, and in no instance, 
I believe, did they fly to their succour and support. 
The proprietors and planters of all denominations 
had arrived at a very high state of affluence, their 
plantations were extensive, in a high state of culti- 
vation ; thus possessing a soil rich and productive 
in a climate particularly favourable for cultivation, 
their wealth scarcely knew any limits. But unfor- 
tunately their manners and habits became relaxed 
and depraved in proportion as they advanced in af- 
fluence and prosperity. Proud, austere, and volup- 
tuous, they often committed acts which humanity 
must condemn ; and in the season of agitation and 
disappointment, when the contending factions at 
home and abroad were endeavouring to undermine 
them, they perhaps were led to the infliction of ex- 
cessive punishments, and to practise an unusual de- 
gree of severity in exacting labour from their slaves. 
Sensual pleasures had also, at this time, become so 
prevalent as to excite very general disgust. 

The mass of society had become so depraved, that 

nee in every shape was gloried in, whilst virtue was 

scarcely known ; it cannot therefore be a matter of 

much surprise, that the rude, untaught, and unlet- 

teted slave, just emerging from his savage customs. 
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should be led by example to imbibe the vicious ha- 
bits, and indulge the loose and ungovemaUe pnK 
pensities which characterized his master. Upon die 
Creole slave example made an instant impressiaii 
whilst the newly imported Afidcan, slow to observe^ 
was only led into excesses by the craft and persuasioB 
of his Creole fellow bondsman. Example, therefixe^ 
most unquestionably suggested the extraoidinaiy 
cruelties which in the spirit of revenge were ni> 
flicted by these infuriated people, instigated by the 
mulattoes in the first instance for the more cer- 
tain enforcing of their claims to the privil^^ wliid 
the decree of the 15th of May, 1791, conferred i^ 
them. In all these disputes the females of the co- 
lony also bore a conspicuous part ; entering into ill 
the views and feelings of their male compankms, 
they displayed an unparalleled degree of enthusiafln 
for the cause in which their husbands, &ther8 and 
brothers had respectively engaged : forgetting thor 
sex, and lost to the softer feelings of female nature, 
they ftiriously flew to the standards of their party,aiid 
by gesture and menace shewed that they were read^ 
to meet the fate which seemed likely to fell on dieir 
ftiends. 

I cannot better illustrate the characters of the 
planters and the slave popidation at this period, 
than by the description given of them by Rainsford 
in his History of St. Domingo, who must have been 
conversant with them from having been a sojourner 
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in the colony under circumstances of great danger, 
and whose experience, arising from general inter- 
course, must enable him to be a very competent 
judge. Me says of them : " Flushed with opulence 
and dissipation, the majority of the planters in St. 
Domingo had arrived at a state of sentiment Hie 
most vitiated, and manners equally depraved ; while 
injured by an example so contagious, the slaves had 
become more dissolute than those of any British 
island. If the master was proud, voluptuous, and 
crafty, the slave was equally vicious, and often riot- 
(ms ; the punishment of one was but the consequent 
of his own excesses, but that of the other was often 
cruel and unnaturaL The proprietor would bear 
no rival in his parish, and would not bend even to 
the ordinances of justice. The Creole slaves looked 
upon the newly imported Africans with scorn, and 
sustained in turn that of the mulattoes, whose com* 
plexion was browner, while all were kept at a dis- 
tance from an intercourse with the whites ; nor did 
the boundaries of sex, it is painftil to observe, keep 
their wonted distinction from the stem impulses 
which affect men. The European ladies too often 
participated in the austerity and arrogance of their 
male kindred, while the jet black beauty among 
slaves, though scarcely a native of the island, re- 
ftised all commerce with those who could not boast 
the same distinction with herself"^ 



CHAPTER III. 

First revolt of the slaves in 1791. — ^Their ravages.-* 
Decree of the national assembly 4th of April 1798.— 
Santhonax and Polverel.— Their secret agency. — ^En- 
courage the slaves. — Their declaration of freedom to 
the slaves. — Consequences arising from it. — Character 
of the slaves. — Disabilities of the coloured people. 

In the preceding chapter I have sought to discover 
if the first cause of the revolt of the slaves in Hayti 
proceeded from any hatred towards their proprietinrs, 
or if it were excited by the intrigues of the contend, 
ing parties, who were each attempting to gain over 
that class in favour of their cause ; and I find that 
the result of my investigation of the subject is in 
favour of the latter supposition. From facts that 
appear to me undeniable I have come to the condur 
sion, that unless the national assembly of France 
had made an attempt to destroy that principle of 
governing the colony which had previously been 
adopted, and which before the Revolution had been 
sanctioned by every person connected with it, the 
slave population would have remained until this day 
peaceable and tranquil observers of passing events, 
unmindful of their being in bondage, because under 
that bondage they had no wants, and in that states 
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whatever may be the opmion of mankind, they had 
no care beyond that of their daily labour, to which 
they felt it was no hardship to submit ; for there 
does not appear an instance in which it exceeded the 
ordinary work of any labourer within the tropics. 

The revolt of the slaves, therefore, I take leave 
to say, did not proceed from any severity or great 
oppression on the part of their proprietors, but from 
the proceedings of the parties who at different pe- 
riods were striving for a preponderating power in 
the colony : — of the whites who aimed at the pre- 
servation of their privileges, and resisted all inno- 
vation; and of the people of colour, who made 
eyery possible effort to be admitted into the same 
sphere, and to the enjoyment of those rights which 
Gregoire and his revolutionary colleagues were 
willing to concede to them. To these causes, and 
to these alone, as it will appear to every unbiassed 
leader, are to be attributed all those lamentable 
scenes which subsequently ensued, and to which the 
human mind cannot turn its attention without ex- 
periencing those painful sensations which are excited 
by the ravages of civil warfare and rebellion. 

The first act of open rebellion among the slaves 
appears to have occurred in the vicinity of the Cape 
on or about the 23d of August 1791> on the plant- 
ation No^, situated in the parish of Acub. The 
principal ringleaders murdered the white inhabit- 
ants, whilst the other slaves finished the work of de- 
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vastation, by demolisbing the works and setting fire 
to the dwellings, huts, and other places contiguous 
to them. 

They were joined by the negroes firom other 
estates in the neighbourhood, upon all of which 
similar tragedies were performed, and desolation 
seemed likely to spread through the whole plains of 
the north. The barbarity which marked thdr 
progress exceeded description; an indiscriminate 
slaughter of the whites ensued, except in instances 
where some of the females were reserved for a more 
wretched doom, being made to sulmiit to the brutal 
lusts of the most sanguinary wretches that ever dis- 
graced humanity. Cases are upon record, where the 
most amiable of the female sex were first brought 
forth to see their parents inhumanly butchered, and 
were afterwards compelled to submit to the em- 
braces of the very villain who acted as thea exe- 
cutioner. The distinction of age had no effect on 
these ruthless savages, for even girls of twelve and 
fourteen years were made the objects of satiating 
their lust and revenge. Nothing could exceed 
the consternation of the white people ; and the la* 
mentations of the unhappy women struck every one 
with horror. Such a scene of massacre has scarcely 
been heard of, as that which accompanied the com- 
mencement of the rebellion in the north. 

Some opposition was made to their progrem by a 
few militia and troops of the line, which M. De 
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Tonzard colle<^ted for the purpose; not indeed, with 
the expectation of effectually dispersing them, bat 
of enabling the inhabitants of the city of Cape 
Fra]i9oi8 to put themselves in such a state of de- 
fence as might save them from that destruction 
which seemed to aiwait them. The citizens flew to 
arms, and the national guards, with the seamen from 
the ships, were must^ed, and ready to recdre the 
rebels should they tt)3ke an attempt upon the city. 
There was in the city at the time, a large body 
ci fiee mulattoes, on whom the lower order of whites 
looked with a suspicious eye, as being in some way 
the authors or fomenters of the revolt; these were 
also enrolled in the militia, the governor and the 
colonial assembly confiding in them, and relying on 
their fidelity. The report e£ the revolt was soon 
known throi^hout the whole colony, but more par- 
tieiilarly in the northern ^stricts, the white inhabit- 
mts of wlrieh, being speedily collected together, es* 
taUished two s^ong postd at Grand Bivi^e and at 
Dcmdcm, finr l&e purpose of checking the advance of 
the levolters, until such time as a force could be 
concentrated, sufficiently- pow^rfiil to disperse them: 
but in this they were disappointed, for the negroes 
had increased their own numbers by the revolt of 
the slaTes en many other estates, and they had also 
been joined by a large body of mulattoes. With 
this united force, they successfully attacked the two 
positions which were occupied by the whites, who 

f2 
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were completely routed. Success put the rebels in 
possession of the extensive plain with all its sur- 
rounding mountains, abounding with every produc- 
tion of which they stood in need for their suste- 
nance. 

The defeat of the whites was followed by a scene of 
cruelties and butcheries which exceeds imaginaticm; 
almost every individual who fell into the hands of tbe 
revolters met with a wretched end, tortures of the 
most shocking description being resorted to by these 
blood-thirsty savages: blacks and mulattoes seemed 
eager to rival each other in the extent of their enor- 
mities. 

The imion of the mulattoes with the revdited 
slaves, was not an event unlooked for; as I have be- 
fore remarked, they were strongly suspected of being 
the instigators of the rebellion. This junction caufled 
serious apprehensions, that those mulattoes who hid 
joined the whites in the city, and had marched fir 
the purpose of cooperating with the inhabitants of 
the plains, would desert their posts and go o^er to 
the revolters; and it is probable that such an event 
might have ensued, had not the governor, befine be 
permitted them to be enrolled, and before he could 
implicitly confide in them, demanded from them 
their wives and children, as hostages for their ad- 
herence to the cause which they had engaged to 
support. 

In this northern insurrection, the destruction of 
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he wlute inhabitants, it is said, was considerable, 
exceeding, of all ages, two thousand; besides the 
demolition of the buildings of a great many plant- 
ations, and the total ruin of many families, who 
from a condition of ease and affluence were reduced 
to the lowest state of misery and despair, being 
diiven to the melancholy necessity of supplicating 
diarity, to relieve the heart-rending calls of their 
hungry and naked offspring. The loss of the in- 
surgents was however infinitely greater; being ig- 
norant of the effects of cannon they were consequent- 
ly cut down in masses, while the sword was also ef- 
fectually used. It appears that upwards of 10,000 
of these sanguinary wretches fell in the field, besides 
a very large number who perished by famine, and 
by the hands of the executioner; a very just retri- 
bution for their savage and inhuman proceedings. 
There is every reason to believe that the loss sus- 
tained by them in all their engagements must have 
been immense, as they seemed to have imbibed a 
most extraordinary idea of the effect of artillery: 
it is said of them by a writer of repute, that " The 
blacks suffered greatly in the beginning of the re- 
volution by their ignorance of the dreadfiil effects 
of the guns, and by a superstitious belief, very ge- 
nerally prevailing at that time, that by a few mys- 
terious words, they could prevent the cannon doing 
them any harm, which belief induced them to face 
the most imminent dangers.**^ 



/ 
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Whilst these ravages were going on in the north, 
the western district was menaced by a body of men 
of colour, who had collected at Mirebalais, sin- 
guinely expecting to be joined by a large party of 
slaves from the surrounding parishes. Their aim 
was the possession of Fort au Prince and the wliole 
plain of Cul de Sac; but being joined by only about 
six or seven hundred of the slaves of the neighbour- 
hood, they did not succeed in their object; and 
after having set fire to the coffee plantations in tk 
mountains, and done some injury amongst the es* 
tates in the valley, they began to deliberate on tbdr 
condition, and to devise some plan, by which tbej 
might be able to rescue themselves from the diknuBa 
into which they were thrown by their own rash and 
improvident proceedings. Some of the most powo^ 
ful of the mulattoes, who found it impossible to gam 
the negroes over to their cause, deemed it advisable 
to propose an adjustment of their disputes, and at- 
tempt to bring about a reconciliation with the whites. 
One of the planters, a man of some pow^ and 
address, and having been always very highly esteon- 
ed by the people of colour, as well as the negroes 
through the whole of the Cul de Sac, interposed, 
and a treaty was concluded on the 11th of Septem- 
ber, between the people of colour on the one part, 
and the white inhabitants of Fort au Prince (m the 
other. 

This treaty was called the Concordat: it had fo 
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its basis the oblivion of past differences and the ftill 
recognition of the decree of the national assembly of 
the Idth of May. The treaty was subsequently 
ratified by the general assembly of the colony, and 
a proclamation was issued, in which it was held out 
that fiirther concessions were contemplated for the 
purpose of cementing a good understanding between 
both classes, and these concessions, it was supposed, 
alluded to the admission of those persons of colour 
to the privileges of the whole who were bom of en- 
slaved parents. Mulattoes also were voted to be 
eligible to hold commissions in the companies form- 
ed of persons of their own colour, and some other 
privileges of minor consideration conceded to them. 
This, it was hoped, would restore order, and enable 
the people once more to enjoy peace and repose. 
But a circumstance occurred which blasted these 
hopes, and the flame, which appears only to have 
been partially subdued, was rekindled, and burst 
forth again with an astonishing rapidity, devouring 
all within its overwhelming reach. 

Immediately after the ratification of the Concordat 
by the colonial assembly had been announced, and 
when it was admitted by all parties that its several pro- 
visions, amongst them the decree of the 15th of May, 
were judicious and highly commendable, tending to 
preserve order and tranquiUitythrough the island, in- 
telligence was received of the repeal of that very de- 
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cree by the national assembly in France, and of its 
having been voted by a very large majority. This 
was followed too by an intimation that the na- 
tional assembly had determined on sencUng oat 
commissioners to enforce the decree of the 24th of 
September I79I9 which annulled the decree of the 
15th of May, and to endeavour to restore order and 
subordination. Such unaccountable, and, as th^ 
may be justly characterized, deceptive proceedii^ 
on the part of the national assembly excited the in- 
dignation of the people of colour, who immediately 
accused the whites of being privy to these transac- 
tions, and declared that all fiirther amity and good 
understanding must be broken off, and that rither 
one party or the other must be annihilated. All 
the coloured people in the western and southem 
parts flew eagerly to the standard of reTolt, and 
having collected a strong force, they appeared in a 
few days before Port au Prince, on which they made 
an attempt, but as that city had been strengthened 
by an additional force from France, it was enabled 
to receive the attack of the insurgents, and ulti- 
mately to repel them with no inconsiderable loss. 
The city however sustained considerable injury, and 
the revolters were successftd in several attempts to 
set fire to it, by which a very large part of it was 
burnt down, or otherwise injured. 

In the plains of the Cul de Sac the negroes joined 
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the mulattoes, allured by the charm of plunder and 
the pledge of freedom, and the expectation of satiat- 
mg their lust on the defenceless and unoffending 
white females who should fall into their hands. 
In these plains some sanguinary battles were fought, 
remarkable however for nothing except the unre- 
lenting cruelties with which the prisoners of the re- 
spective combatants were visited, and the barbarous 
and inhuman executions which followed them. 

In these engagements it is recorded that the 
whites had the advantage, but they were unable to 
follow up their success, being destitute of a force of 
cavalry for the pursuit, a circumstance which made 
it quite impossible for them to improve on any deci- 
sive movement which they had effected. It appears, 
that in every skirmish or engagement the whites 
were in all cases most forward and bold in their at- 
tacks, and few only were the instances in which the 
contest was commenced by the mulattoes ; whenever 
they were brought in contact with their opponents 
they exhibited no individual or collective displays 
of courage and heroism, but, on the contrary, there 
seemed a tincture of cowardice in all their proceed- 
ings, for they arranged the negroes in front of their 
position, and in all cases of advance these deluded 
creatures bore the first attack of their adversaries, 
whilst their coloured allies, leaders, and deluders, 
often remained inactive during the moment of trial 
and slaughter. 
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In December the commissioners Mirbeck, Roosne, 
and St. Leger arrived. Their reception was respect- 
ful, and there was a peculiar degree of submissiim 
shewn to them ; but when they proclaimed a goie- 
ral amnesty and pardon to all who should submit 
and desist from ftirther acts of insubordination, and 
subscribe the articles of the new constitution, a 
general murmur was excited, and marks of disap- 
probation were shewn towards them, not only by the 
colonial assembly, but by every individual of the 
contending parties. They remained in the island 
but a short time ; and as an opinion prevailed that 
they were the mere instruments or organ of the 
national assembly, they obtained no attention or re- 
spect. Without any display of talent, they aspiied 
to the government of a people, who were not to be 
commanded without being first taught that their 
commission was of a pacific tendency, and that thdr 
instructions were to appease, and not to excite. In- 
stead of this, they declined to give any explanatioD 
of the object of their appointment beyond that 
which had been previously known, the enforcing d 
the decree of the 24th of September 1791. Find- 
ing all their efforts unavailing, and that they were 
unsupported by either party, finding that their au- 
thority was disputed and their representations de- 
spised, and, above all, left without any troops Iff 
which they might attempt to enforce obedience ^ 
their power, and submission to the decrees of the 
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motheT-conntry, they took their departure from the 
island by separate conveyances, after having made 
many most ineffectual attempts to obtain the confi- 
dence and the good opinion of the people over whom 
they were sent to preside, and from whom they were 
sent to exact an accordance with such measures as the 
national assembly might think it expedient to adopt. 
About this time, also, there were some changes 
in France which indicated fiirther arrangements 
with respect to the administration of the colonies, 
which could only tend to widen the breach, and in- 
flame the parties to that degree of violence which 
would preclude the expectation of any amicable ad- 
justment at a friture period. The society of Amis 
des Noirs had now gained a considerable influence 
in the national assembly, and there seemed to exist 
an union of feeling in favour of the mulattoes, and 
ftlso of the slave population^ whom it was designed 
ftt no distant period to emancipate, however unpre- 
pared they might be, by moral improvement, to re- 
cdre such a boon. It was suggested that instruc- 
tions should be sent out to the colonial assemblies, 
conveying to them such intentions, as well as their 
(fimon of the means by which " slavery might be 
abolished in toto^, without in the least affecting the 
interest of the people,' or in any way putting their 
Property in jeopardy. This design, however, of 
Ae anti-slavery party in France met with some mo- 
mentary opposition, although the advocates of the 
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measure uttered loud invectiyes against the planters 
in general ; but whatever influence the former might 
have collected and brought against the latter, it is 
very clear it failed in its desired aim, for in less 
than two months this assembly passed another de- 
cree, which abrogated that of the 24th of Septem- 
ber. This decree is of the 4th of April 1792, and 
it is the first step towards an emancipation of sla- 
very, although it does not declare such an intention. 
It is important, and I shall therefore insert it from 
a translation in another work, to the writer of which 
I am much indebted. 

^^ The national assembly acknowledges and de- 
clares, that the people of colour and free negroes in 
the colonies ought to enjoy an equality of political 
rights with the whites ; in consequence of which it 
decrees as follows : — 

^^ Article 1st. Immediately after the publication 
of the present decree, the inhabitants of each of 
the French colonies in the windward and leeward 
islands shall proceed to the re-election of colonial 
and parochial assemblies, after the mode prescribed 
by the decree of the 8th of March 1790, and the in- 
structions of the national assembly of the 28th of 
the same month. 

" 2d. The people of colour and free negroes 
shall be admitted to vote in all the primary and 
electoral assemblies, and shall be eligible to the le- 
gislature and all places of trust, provided they 
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possess the qualifications prescribed by the fourth 
article of the aforesaid instructions. 

^^ 3d. Three civil commissioners shall be named 
for the colony of St. Domingo, and four for the 
islands of Martinique, Guadaloupe, St. Lucia, and 
Tobago, to see this decree enforced. 

^^ 4th. The said commissioners shall be autho- 
rized to dissolve the present colonial assemblies ; to 
take every measure necessary for accelerating the 
convocation of the primary and electoral assemblies, 
and therein to establish union, order, and peace, as 
well as to determine provisionally (reserving the 
power of appeal to the national assembly) upon 
every question which may arise concerning the re- 
gularity of convocations, the holding of assembUes, 
the form of elections, and the eUgibility of citizens. 

" 6th. They are authorized to procure every in- 
formation possible, in order to discover the authors 
of the troubles in St. Domingo, and the continu- 
ance thereof, if they still continue ; to secure the 
persons of the guilty, and to send them over to 
France, there to be put in a state of accusation, &c. 

^^ 6th. The said civil commissioners shall be di- 
rected, for this purpose, to transmit to the national 
assembly minutes of their proceedings, and of the 
evidence they may have collected concerning the 
persons accused as aforesaid. 

^^ 7^^* ^^^ national assembly authorizes the civil 
commissioners to call forth the public force when- 
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ever they may think it necessary, either for their 
own protection, or for the execution of such orders 
as they may issue by virtue of the preceding ar- 
ticles. 

^^ 8th. The executive power is directed to send a 
sufficient force to the colonies, to be eonpoied 
chiefly of national guards. 

^^ 9th. The colonial assemblies immediately after 
their formation shall signify, in the name of each 
colony respectively, their sentiments respecting that 
constitution, those laws, and the administration of 
them, which will best promote the prosperity and 
happiness of the people, conforming themselves ne- 
vertheless to those general principles by which the 
colonies and the mother-country are connected to- 
gether, and by which their respective interests are 
best secured, agreeably to the decree of the 8th of 
March 1790 and instructions of the 28th of the 
same month. 

*^ 10th. The colonial assemblies are authorised 
to send home delegates for the purposes mentioned 
in the preceding article, in numbers proportionate 
to the population of each colony, which proportion 
shall be forthwith determined by the national as- 
sembly, according to the report which its colonial 
committee is directed to make. 

^^ 11th. Former decrees respecting the col<»iiea 
shall be in force in every thing not contrary to the 
present decree.'* 
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The carrying of this decree into effect was en- 
nisted to Messrs. Santhonax, Polyerel^ and Ail- 
and, the executive in France sending out a body 
omprising eight thousand men of the national 
;uards, for the purpose of compelling the colonists 
o submit to their authority. Having arrived on 
;he 13th of September, their first act was to dissolve 
tlie colonial assembly, and their next, to send the 
governor, Blanchelande, to France, where, after an 
examination into his administration, he was sen- 
tenced to death, and suffered on the guillotine in 
the April following. M. Desparbes, who was in- 
vested with chief command in his stead, having 
disagreed with the commissioners, was also suspend- 
ed, and, like his predecessor, he was sent to France 
to undergo a similar fate. 

The greatest consternation everywhere prevailed 
on the announcement of this decree, and, as I have 
Wore observed, a pretty general feeling existed, 
that this was only a prelude to a general emancipa- 
tion of the slave population, and which afterwards 
^as actually realised. The white inhabitants, in 
particular, suspected the candour of the commis- 
sioners, who were anxious to have it believed that 
the object of their mission was nothing more than 
to carry into operation the provisions of this decree, 
^d to settle all those disputes between the one clasa 
and the other, which had been fomented to the great 
destruction of persons and property. These agents 
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of the national assembly seem to have been well 
skilled in the art of dissimulation, more particularly 
the leader, M. Santhonax, who, whilst professing to 
the whites the warmest solicitude and anxiety tcff 
the preservation of peace and the promotion of the 
prosperity of the colony, was secretly intriguing 
with the mulattoes, and holding clandestine meet- 
ings with their chiefs ;. and in the end, in conjunc- 
tion with his coadjutors, he openly declared that 
they, with the free negroes, should enjoy their pri- 
vileges, receive the protection of the national guards, 
and that he would espouse their cause in every pos- 
sible way in which it could be effectually promoted. 
The properties of the white inhabitants, as wdl 
as their lives, seemed at this juncture in the great- 
est jeopardy, and they possessed no means of avert- 
ing the fate which seemed to await them. Some 
little hope, however, was raised in their minds by 
the appointment of a new governor, M. Galbaud, 
who arrived to take the command in May 1793^ 
and to place the island in the strongest state of de- 
fence, it being apprehended by the French govern- 
ment that the British might interpose in the exist- 
ing disputes, as war had been declared between the 
two powers. His arrival was hailed by the authoii- 
ties and the inhabitants of the Cape with the 
strongest manifestations of joy, and from his having 
property in the island, they had the highest confi- 
dence in his character for probity, and anticipated 
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that the most decisive measures would be adopted 
for the restoration of their property, and for the 
security of their lives. But how vain were their 
anticipations, and how fleeting their hope! The 
national assembly of France, the great mover of all 
the evils which afflicted this unhappy country, again 
interposed with new instructions, and suspended the 
new governor from his command, decreeing that any 
one holding property in the colonies should be in- 
eligible to fill any office of trust in the colony in 
which his estate was situate. 

Galbaud did not, however, resign his appoint- 
ment without a struggle ; and aided by his brother, 
a man of some spirit and great enterprise, he col- 
lected a force composed of militia, seamen from the 
dups in the harbour of the Cape, and a strong body 
of volunteers, and without delay advanced against 
the commissioners, whom he found ready to receive 
Urn at die head of the regular troops. A conflict 
severe and bloody ensued, and considerable resolu- 
tion was displayed by the rival parties, each sup- 
porting their cause with unshaken firmness and de- 
temuned bravery ; but the sailors, who composed 
Ae greatest body of Galbaud^s force, having become 
diflorderly, he was obliged to retire, which he did 
^thout being in the least interrupted or opposed 
by the force of the commissioners. 
The next day various skirmishes took place, in 
I ^Uch the success was in some degree mutual ; and 
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whilst the brother of Galbaud fell into the hands of 
the commissioners^ troops, the son of Polverel wis 
captured by the seamen attached to Galbaud^s finoCi 
The commissioners finding, however, that their fince 
diminished, and that their opponents were resolute 
and fought with unexampled bravery, had recomw 
to a measure which in the sequel caused modi 
slaughter, although it succeeded in the destractkm 
of Galbaud^s force ; they called in the aid of the 
revolted slaves, offering them their freedom, and 
promising that the city of the Cape should be gives 
up for plunder. Some of the rebel chiefs rejected • 
proposition which could only produce the sacrifice 
of lives and the spilling of human blood, without 
in any way promoting their own cause, but Macsyt^ 
a negro possessing some power over his adheients, 
and being of a savage and brutal disposition, with 
an insatiable thirst for the blood of the whites, ac- 
cepted the proposal of the commissioners, and vith 
three or four thousand of his negro brethren johied 
their standard, when a scene of horror and of car- 
nage ensued, the recital of which would shodc the 
hardest and most unfeeling heart. Men, womoni 
and children were without distinction unmerdfbDy 
slaughtered by these barbarians, and those who had 
escaped the first rush into the city, and had reached 
the water-side, for the purpose of getting on boari 
the ships in the harbour, were intercepted and their 
retreat cut off by these merciless wretches, just at 
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the moment when arrangements had been accom- 
plished for their embarkation. Here the mulattoes 
had an opportunity of gratifying their revenge; 
here they had arrived at the summit of their great- 
est ambition and glory; here it was that these 
cowardly and infemous parricides, gorged with hu- 
man blood, sacrificed their own parents, and after- 
wards subjected their bodies to every species of in- 
sult and indignity ; here it was that these disciples 
of Robespierre— this injured and oppressed race— 
the theme of Gregoire^s praise, and the subject of 
his appeal and harangue, shewed themselves worthy 
disciples of such masters! If any thing were 
wanted to establish the fact of these scenes being 
unexampled, and without a parallel, one thing, I am 
sure, will alone be sufficient, and that is, that the 
commissioners, these amiable representatives of the 
national assembly, the immaculate Santhonax, and 
the equally humane and virtuous Polverel, these 
vic^erents of the society of Amis des Noirs, these 
protectors of the mulattoes, were struck with horror 
at die scene which was presented to them, and re- 
paired to the ships, there to become spectators of 
the effects of their own crimes, and of a splendid 
and opul^it dty devoured by the flames which had 
been lighted by the torch of anarchy and re- 
bellion. 

In this destruction of the Cape, some instances 
of the most extraordinary brutaUty were exhibited, 

g2 
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and others of devotedness and heroism were i 
played ; one or two it will be as well to mentionjll 
illustrative of the generosity and humanity of tl 
one party, and of the ferocity and cruelty of the 
other. When the revolters first entered the dtj', 
every man, woman, and child were bayoneted or eul 
down with such instruments as they could muster, 
bat the young females were in most cases spared, 
for the momentary gratification of the lust of those 
into whose hands they fell. One case of the most 
singular enormity took place :— a leader of the re- 
volted slaves, named Gautier, had entered the 
house of a respectable merchant in the square, in 
which were the proprietor, his wife, his two sons, 
and three daughters ; the sons were young, not ex- 
ceeding the age of ten, but the daughters were ele- 
gant young women, the eldest about eighteen, and tlie 
youngest not exceeding fourteen. Gautier, assisted 
by one or two wretches equally inhuman, pro- 
mised to spare the family, on account of his har- 
ing received many acts of kindness and generosity 
from the father, to whom lie was often sent by 
his master on business, he being a domestic sUir. 
These poor creatures, who were at first hal£-e\pii- 
ing from the terror of the scene around 
and from the idea of being the captives of b 
rians, recovered somewhat from the alarm j 
which they had been thrown, tlirough the pron 
of security thus unconditionally pledged to t 
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and although not permitted to go out of the sight of 
their captors, they did not apprehend that any mis- 
chief was in embryo, and that their lives were to be 
sacrificed. Impressed with the idea of safety, they 
proceeded to prepare a repast for their supposed 
guardians, and set it before them in the same splen- 
dour as they were wont to do Tvhen receiving their 
best and dearest friends. Gautier drank freely, and 
his compeers did ho little justice to the rich repast. 
Night coming on, ^d apprehensive of the conse- 
quences of a surprise from the governor's force, 
they began to deliberate upon what plan they should 
adopt to secure their unhappy captives from flight, 
irheD, not being able to devise any thing likely to 
k effectual, they came to the savage resolution of 
murdering them all. The daughters were locked 
; If in a room, under the watch of two of the re- 
Tolters, whilst the remainder of them commenced 
the bloody task by bayoneting the two sons. The 
mother, on her knees, imploring mercy with pitiM 
cries, met with the same fate, whilst the hus- 
band, who was. bound hand and foot, was barba- 
rously mangled, by having first his arms and then 
Us legs cut off, and afterwards run through the 
body. During this blood-thirsty scene, the daugh- 
ters, ignorant of the tragic end of their parents^ 
irere in a state of alarm and terror not to be de- 
scribed, yet hoping that their lives were safe. But^ 
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alas ! how deceitful tliat hope ! for their destiny 
was fixed, and their time but short. Gautier and 
his diabolical associates went into their room, 
stripped them naked, and committed on their de- 
fenceless persons the most brutal enormities, when 
with the dead bodies of their parents they were 
thrown into the flames which were then surrounding 
them, where they all perished. 

I shall mention another case of an opposite cha- 
racter, and in which a degree of heroism was exhi- 
bited that deserves to be recorded with every pntise. 
A M. Tardiffe, a planter, and a young man of con- 
siderable property and of great courage and pre- 
sence of mind, had joined the force of the governor, 
and had consequently become an object of great 
hatred, particularly on the part of some of the 
mulattoes who resided in the vicinity of his estate. 
Awakened one night about twelve o^clock by the 
cries of females, he jumped up, and rushed to the 
room in which his sisters, two amiable young ladies, 
were reposing, where he found armed men attempt- 
ing to get through the window. He instantly flew 
for his sabre and pistols, which were loaded, Us 
sisters following him, and then returned to the room 
to oppose the assassins. He found one had accom- 
plished his purpose of getting into the room, whom 
he in an instant ran through the body ; when, tam- 
ing to the window, he shot another fellow just en- 
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tering, and afterwards one or two others who made 
similar attempts. About this time his domestics had 
all come up stairs, and they shewed themselves most 
fiEuithfiil in adhering to their master; for, not content- 
ed with merely opposing the entry of the assassins 
into the house, they sallied forth to meet them at 
the front of it, and although their numbers were 
inferior to that of their unprincipled and lawless 
invaders, they successfully attacked them, killing 
seven, and driving away the rest, with the excep- 
tion of one, who was captured, who happened to be 
the illegitimate brother of M. Tardiffe, to whom 
be had shewed the warmest affection and whom he 
had cherished as the dearest relation. In return 
for such ingratitude and viUamy, how did M. Tar- 
diffe act ? Did he give him up for public justice ? 
No. Did he permit his faithful and enraged do- 
mestics, who were witnesses of his crimes, to exe- 
cute momentary vengeance upon him ? No. But 
he took him by the hand, mildly remonstrated with 
Urn, and afterwards fiimished him with the means 
of leaving the colony for America, lest the search- 
ing hand of justice might before long stay his ca- 
reer. I have thought it adviseable to relate these 
two cases, from the extraordinary enormity of the 
fint, and from the singular circumstances attending 
the hist, having received the detail of them from 
ui mdividual who was engaged in most of the 
I events which occiurred at that periods 
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After this lirst revolt of the slaves in tlie nord^ J 
emigrations coiuinenced in almost all parts of Aofl 
colony, some going to the United States, many to 
the neighbouring islands ; and some of the moat 
opulent and powerful of the planters to England, 
under the impression that the British government 
would be disposed to tarn its attention to their cause. 
The war between France and England having com- 
menced, some regard was paid to their solicitations 
and through the instance of M. Charmilly (the M 
Charmilly of Spanish notoriety) the govemmenl of 
England sent out directions to the governor of J-i- 
maica to afford to those inhabitants of St. Domingo 
who were desirous to place themselves under Bri- 
tish protection every possible support, and to send 
without delay a competent force, and to take posses- 
sion of such places as the people might be disposed 
to surrender to them. 

The intentions of the British government being 
known by the means of secret ^ents, the commie- 
sioners, Santhonax and Polverel, had recourse to 
every possible means of strengthening the force in 
the colony, and of being prepared for the reception 
of the British troops whenever they should make 
their contemplated descent. They collected t 
gular troops, militia, and such of the whites a! 
in their interest, together with the free negroes ■ 
mulattoes who had hitherto followed their c 
But this was not deemed by them a suffideat b 
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when tmited, to oppose British soldiers led on by 
experienced commanders. They therefore at once 
** proclaimed the abolition of every species of slavery, 
declaring that the negroes were thenceforth to be 
considered as free citizens^; and thereby assigned 
over to a lawless banditti the fee simple of every 
proper^ in the French part of the island of St 
Domingo, placing every white inhabitant within 
almost the grasp of a set of people insensible to 
every feeling of humanity, rude and ruthless as in 
their native wilds. 

A description of these untutored people cannot be 
better given than in the language of Mr. Edwards, 
^ho says, ^^ The Charaibs of St. Vincent, and the 
Maroons of Jamaica, were originally enslaved Afri- 
cans ; and what they now are, the freed negroes of 
St. Domingo will be hereafter, — savages in the 
midst of society, without peace, security, agricuU 
tare, or property ; ignorant of the duties of life, and 
tmacquainted with all the soft endearing relations 
which rendered it desirable; averse to labour, though 
frequently perishing for want; suspicious of each 
other, and towards the rest of mankind revengeftd 
nd fidthless, remorseless and bloody-minded ; pre- 
tending to be free while groaning beneath the capri- 
dons despotism of their chiefs, and feeling all the 
miseries of servitude without the benefits of subordi- 
Badon.'" The prediction of this elegant author has 
certainly been realized in all its parts, and subsequent 
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events have fiilly confirmed the opinion whicli he had 
formed of the negro character, when left to his own 
uncontrolled will and unrestrained in his propensities. 
Sloth, lust, and every species of wantonness and 
cruelty marked the progress of the enfranchised 
slaves in the first moment of their freedom; and un- 
til leaders of decisive and resolute powers for com- 
mand undertook to preserve some degree of order 
and submission, they wandered in parties through 
the different parishes, inflicting the most unheard-4^ 
cruelties on the innocent and unoffending, without 
regard to sex or colour. To the will and comnuuid 
of their chief they were generally obedient, al- 
though they were subjected to duties of the most 
dangerous and laborious description ; but when the 
least relaxation of discipline was permitted, thej 
again resorted to plunder and destruction, and to 
every other species of insubordination, gratifying 
their insatiable thirst for the blood of the whitesy 
as well as of that of the mulattoes, who were averse 
to the measure of emancipation. In these predatory 
excursions they committed the most shocking ex- 
cesses, and more real and afflicting accounts have 
been received of the enormities practised by them 
when wandering in detached parties, than have been 
known to follow the most sanguinary battle in whieh 
they had been engaged. 

I see nothing through the whole career of the re- 
bellion to induce me to alter my opinion of the cause 
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whence all these lamentable effects sprung; and 
I must agam repeat, that it was not misconduct on 
the part of the proprietors which excited the first 
revolt, and induced the slaves to take up arms 
against those from whom, in innumerable instances, 
they had experienced kindness and indulgence. It 
was niCtural to expect that in a colony, the opera- 
tions in which are entirely performed by slaves, 
some cases of oppression would occur which would 
justly deserve reprobation; but the rebellion be- 
came general, although I am not aware that any 
successfrd attempt has been made to shew that the 
conduct of the planters towards their slaves was ge- 
nerally harsh and oppressive. 

De Vastey, in his remarks, would wish it to be 
infeired that the brute creation received infinitely 
more kindness and indulgence from their master 
than was shewn towards the slave : but De Vastey 
being a negro, it is natural that he should exhibit 
the worst side of the picture, without noticing its 
better one. He adduces no instances of that op- 
pression which he wishes to prevail upon mankind 
to believe to have been inflicted : we have nothing 
, fiom him but allegations and assertions, without 
proof to support them. It is true, that he puts for- 
; Yard some statements of cruelties inflicted on his ne- 
gro brethren, but those were subsequent, even by his 
j own account, to the revolt and to the emancipation; 
but he has forgotten that the first atrocities, the 
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first acts of cruelty and indiscriminate murder, i 
committed by liis very brethren (for whom he clidi 
tlie pity of mankind for their sufferings and i 
their unmerited bondage) on the plantation Nol 
and others in the vicinity. De Vasiey, it is plai 
is no authority on which the charge of cruelty i 
the part of the planter before the rebellion caul 
supported. 

With regard to the mulattoes, or free naen of ^ 
lour, who were doubtless the chief instigators J 
the rebellion and of the first revolt of the bIsti 
although they cannot escape the condemnation jol 
ly due to them for their perfidy, yet the exlre 
disabilities under which they laboured 
measure might be adduced in mitigation of the cen- 
Eure which their faithless conduct so truly de- 
served. If they had not commenced the work of 
revolt, but had remained quiet observers of tie 
proceedings of the national and colonial , 
blies, and delayed their operations until the res 
of the dehberations and arrangements of t 
bodies had been promulgated, they would 1 
called forth spontaneous expressions of approbalH 
from all classes of people : but the eagerness n 
they manifested for civil feuds and for a pre 
derancy of power in the colony, without any coe 
tions and without the least possible reservation, 1 
called down upon them, and I think justly too, i 
severe reprobation. It has been observed, that 4 
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class of people were, from their education and from 
their general demeanour, as eligible members of so- 
ciety as the whites, and as such ought to have been 
admitted into all its rights and advantages. This, 
I believe, no one undertakes to deny ; but it is no 
more than fair and equitable towards the white po- 
pulation to observe, that prior to every concession 
being made to them, something like a line of demarc- 
ation should have been drawn as to the limits to 
which those concessions should be carried, otherwise 
from their number and power the mulattoes might 
have obtained an overwhelming preponderancy in the 
colony, rendering the white colonists mere cyphers. 
The decrees against the people of colour, as they 
appear on the records of the colony, are extremely 
harsh and impolitic, and a relaxation, if not a re- 
peal of them, would have been only an act of jus- 
dee* The government held them in no repute, but 
considered them as it were national property, and 
gave the public a right in them. They were sub- 
jected by the governors, when they had arrived at a 
particular age, to a military servitude of the most de- 
grading kind, and for a time to labour on the public 
loads, the severity of which was almost too great to 
be borne. They were not permitted to hold any of- 
fice of power or trust in the state, nor could they 
even follow the humble calling of a schoolmaster. 
The least possible taint in the blood excluded them, 
and the distinction of colour had no termination. Not 
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SO in the British colonies, where it is lost in the thiid 
generation. It is said also, that ^^ the courts of m- 
minal jurisdiction adopting the popular prgudiceB 
against them gave effect and permanency to the 
system. A man of colour, being a prosecutor, must 
have made out a strong case indeed, if at any time 
he obtained the conviction of a white penon. On 
the other hand, the whites never failed to procure 
prompt and speedy justice against mulattoes. Ta 
mark more strongly the distinction between tbe 
two classes, the law declared that if a free man of 
colour presumed to strike a white person, of what- 
ever condition, his right hand should be cut off; 
while a white man for a similar assault on a fi:ee 
mulatto was dismissed on the payment of an infflg- 
nificant fine." * 

It is, I conceive, impossible for any one to be io- 
formed of the existence of such a system withoat 
exclaiming, that whatever might have been the pio- 
ceedings of the people of colour in the work of re- 
bellion, their grievances offered considerable ex- 
tenuation of their conduct. This presents the mort 
disgrace&l and indefensible page in the colonial re- 
cords of criminal jurisprudence. True it is that 
its severity, that its flagrant injustice, precluded 
the possibility of putting it in force; the abhorrence 
which it so generally excited among all orders ^ 

* Anonymous. 
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leople, made it a dead letter ; but it was notwith- 
itanding a law in force, and might have been acted 
ipon by an arbitrary and unmerciful judge. 

The only circumstance that contributed towards 
affording the coloured people some degree of se- 
curity and protection under their disabilities was 
the power which they indirectly derived from the 
possession of property in the colony. They conse- 
quently had influence, because under a corrupt 
gOYeiDment money bought it, and many were the 
venal officers of the state who had stooped to be 
their pensioners. Many of these mulattoes held 
large estates, and possessed besides extensive avail- 
able Amds ; these men in most cases evaded those 
exclusions from society, to which their brethren of 
less influence were obliged to submit. They were 
secure enough both in their persons and property, 
whilst the less wealthy among their coloured bre- 
thren had to submit to every species of insecurity 
and mortiflcation. 

1 have now said as much as may be deemed ne- 
cessary on the subject of the situation of the co- 
bored people at the time of the first disturbances 
in St. Domingo, and I trust I have made it appear 
conclusive, that the cause of those disturbances did 
J»t proceed from the oppression and the tyranny 
Jtactised over the slaves, but from the measures of 
4e national assembly, the colonial assemblies, aided 
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hj that specious and intriguing body, the society of 
Amis des Noirs, and the coloured people then re- 
siding in France, who had been tainted with the 
pernicious doctrines then prevailing in that coun- 
try. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Effects of emancipating the slaves. — Arrival of the Bri- 
^h forces.— Their subsequent operations. — Evacuation 
by General Maitland.— M. Charmilly negotiates with 
the English. — Views of the English cabinet. — ^Parties in 
the contest. — And insincerity of the French planters. 

Havino, in the last chapter, arrived at the period 
when Santhohax and Polverel conferred freedom 
upon the slave population, and at the time also when 
the planters of the colony had solicited the aid of 
the British government to their cause, I shall now 
proceed in my detail of the effects produced by the 
former, and, in as succinct a manner as possible, no- 
tice a few of the operations of the latter, as well as 
the consequences arising irom them. 

No sooner had the abolition of slavery been pro- 
mulgated, than it spread through the whole colony 
with remarkable rapidity, and the work of insubor- 
dination and destruction commenced. In the dif- 
ferent paiidies the slaves.rose simultaneously, form- 
ed into bodies, took possession of the mountains, 
and secured themselves within those fastnesses which 
everywhere abound through the island. They then 
sallied Tnrth into the plains, spreading devastation 
around themy setting fire to the cane fields, and de* 

H 
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molishing every description of habitation within 
their range, murdering the unoffending white inha- 
bitants wherever they met with them. In one part 
of the colony the insurgents amounted to nearly one 
hundred thousand, without any leader who had the 
least possible command over them. In the north 
their force in the first instance only amounted fiom 
about twenty to twenty-five thousand, but they 
quickly increased to forty thousand of a most de- 
sperate and sanguinary character. 

The British force under Colonel Whitelocke made 
its appearance before Jeremie on the 19th of Sep- 
tember 1793 ; it consisted only of about eight hun- 
dred and seventy rank and file. As this place was 
to be given up to the British force by stipolatioD, 
the town was taken possession of the next day, and 
the inhabitants all took the oath of allegiance with 
much eagerness. Cape St. Nicolas next followed; 
but here the inhabitants displayed some hostili^, 
and most of them joined the standard of repubHcan- 
ism, although they had before strenuously adhend 
to the royal cause, and kept the white flag alwiji 
hoisted. Tiburon was next tried, but here, Botwith- 
standing the strongest pledges of cooperstioii ib 
the part of the planters, their infidelity was so Bift- 
nifest, and the force of the enemy had beoome so 
formidable, that the troops were obliged to retftit 
with some loss, and this object of the expeSHi^ 
therefore unfortunately failed. From fatigue i>^ 
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fiNHn inckiiesB, from the exposure to which they had 
becai sulgected, both in the sun and the noxious 
dews of night, the troops became much disspirited 
acnd discounted, and fiorther operations were sus- 
pended until a force from England arrived of 
sufficient magnitude to prosecute fiirther offensive 
measures. This did not take place until the 
February following, when a British squadron ar- 
rived with troops, which were immediately landed, 
with Major (now Sir Brent) Spencer at their head, 
who most ^llantly attacked the enemy, drove them 
back with considerable loss, and thereby retrieved 
that which before ended in a failure. The whole 
Ught of Leogane was now com^ianded by the British 
squadron, and a fiirther force being expected from 
En^and, it was anticipated that Port au Prince 
would fidl an easy conquest, from the supposition 
that the peo]^e were mosdy in favour of their cause. 
A considerable time elapsed before the reinforce- 
ments fiN>m England made their appearance ; in the 
interim^ many skirmishes took place in the vicinity 
rf Leogane, as well as at Tiburon^ and in the neigh« 
homhood of Cape Nicolas Mcie ; in some instances 
Ae British were successfttl^ and in others the enemy 
•btained advantages. 

About this period it was that Andrew- Rigaud 
tut made his appearance at the head of the revolted 
dftTes : he was a man of colour, and had the com- 
>Mdat Aux Cases. With about two thousand of 
% h2 
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the rebels he marched from his station and besieged 
Tiburon ; but the fort which was manned by some 
British soldiers, who defended it with their usual 
intrepidity, and who afterwards sallied forth, attacked 
the besiegers in the field, and put them to the rout 
with great slaughter. 

During the interval occasioned by the Don-arnv|| 
of the reinforcement from England, the plan 
who were, in the first instance, favourable to J 
cause of the British, began to shew some sympi 
of displeasure ; and the tardiness with which i 
operations were carried on, and the absence of tliai 
decision which the urgency of their situation re- 
quired, induced many very powerful individuals M 
relinquish all further adherence to the party in 
which they had engaged, and to join the republican 
standard. 

On the 19th of May the force which had been m 
long looked for arrived under the command of Ge- 
neral Wbyte, who, with Commodore Ford, proceeded 
at once to deliberate on the measures which it would 
be adviseable to adopt for the capture of Port iu 
Prince. On the 30th the ships of war, consisiiog 
of four ships of the hue, three or four frigates, and 
several smaller vessels, anchored off the city. Tht 
land forces amounted to only about fifteen hundred 
men capable of doing duty. The next morning* 
flag was sent to summon the city to surrender, >" 
which no attention was paid, and it is even said tli>' 
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the letter was returned unopened. The commis- 
sioners, Santhonax and Polverel, were known to be 
in the city with a considerable force; and it was 
expected that a powerAil stand would be made, for 
l3ie preservation of this important place. Fort Bi* 
sotton, which is situate on an eminence to the south- 
ward of the city, commands the Leogane road and 
die southern entrance in the harbour. The land-side 
was attacked by a body of troops under the gallant 
Major Spencer, whilst a simultaneous attack was 
made on the sea-side by two of the ships of war. 
Captain Daniel of the forty-first regiment, with 
about seventy or eighty men, took advantage of 
a thunder storm which happened about eight 
o^dock, entered the breach which had been rendered 
practicable, and carried the fort at the point of 
the bayonet. The captain was severely wounded, 
and some of his men and officers fell. The city 
soon surrendered, and the commissioners evacuated 
H m l3ie fourth of June, the birth-day of the then 
soTereign of Great Britain, George the Third, when 
die British troops entered and took possession of it 
together with the shipping in the harbour. It was 
die intention of the republican commissioners to set 
fire to the city, but the prompt and decisive attack 
of the British gave them no time for carrying so de- 
itmctive a design into effect. 
This capture was of great consequence to the 
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cause of the Btltish as far as tlieir proceedings 
had gone on ; it gave confidence to the soldiers, 
and inspirited tlie colonial troops who had joined 
their standard ; but it afterwards proved to be the 
grave of many a Britisli officer and soldier : sick- 
ness began to rage amongst the troops to such 
an alarming extent, as is generally the case in tlic 
autumnal months, that it was found necessary, foj 
the preservation of the post, to erect additional lint 
of defence, fearing that in their then condition ti 
enemy might try to regain the position. To s 
complish this, the troops were subjected to incessi 
toil, first in the sun, and then during the nighta 
posed to all the pernicious vapours arising i 
heavy raios wliieh fall during the rainy sea 
point of booty the capture of Port au Prince wi| 
very fine acquisition, although the commissioia 
carried off with them every thing valuable whici 
contained, consisting of upwards of two hand) 
mule loads. They were accompanied also by B 
wards of two thousand of the inhabitants, who fi 
lowed in their career. Finding however that they 
had lost all their influence in the colony, and ih' 
Rigaud and Toussaint L'Ouverture had obtained) 
possession of the whole, they thought it expedieni 
to leave the island, and return to France, where tliry 
receivedthe congratulations of the government, who« 
representatives they had been appointed to eartj 
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into operation the most injudicious decrees that 
oould possiUy have been framed for the internal go* 
veniment of any colonial appendage. 

The value of the captured property has been va- 
riously estimated : a writer of some authority says, 
that '^ In the harbour were found two and twenty 
top-sail vessels, fully laden with sugar, indigo, and 
coffee, of which thirteen were from three to five 
hundred tons burthen, and the remaining nine from 
one hundred and fifty to three hundred tons, be- 
ddes seven thousand tons of shipping in ballast ; the 
value of all which at a moderate computation could 
not be &r short of four hundred thousand pounds 
sterling. One hundred and thirty-one pieces of can- 
ncm r^^ularly mounted in batteries were on the 
Knes.'' 

After the reduction of Port au Prince, a further 
tdnforcement arrived under the command of Lieu- 
temunt-Colonel Lennox, consisting of about six bun- 
dled men, but on their passage from the windward 
iiliuids to Jamaica, to which latter place they first 
tailed, sickness broke out amongst them, by which 
ttie than one hundred died on board, and a bun- 
dled and fifly were left at Port Royal in the last 
itige of disease. It is impossible to describe the 
itoitality that prevailed amongst the troops in St. 
Donungo. When active operations were likely to 
W attended with a beneficial result, the commander- 
iiMJuef waa prevented from taking advantage of the 
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positions which he held, by the epidemic which at 
the time so lament&bly raged. There could not be 
produced eight hundred British soldiers in a condi- 
tion for the field, and many of them had only a 
thort time previously been discharged from the hos- 
pitals ; of course they were not equal to the fatigusj 
of active service, nor were they in the least fit for RH 
duty which rendered it necessary to expose them hI 
the pernicious humidity of the night air. The cmbB 
mander-in-chief, General Whyte, was seized widfl 
this malignant fever ; and his health was so much * 
impaired by the effects of disease, and anxiety for 
the fate of his ofBeers and men, who were daily dy- 
ing around him, tiiat he was compelled to leave (ti<^ 
island and return to England, when the command 
devolved on Brigadier-General Homeck. 

From the departure of General Whyte in Sep- 
tember, 1791, until the arrival of General Williiun- 
son in the month of May following, nothing of any 
material consequence ensued, except some sldrmislici 
between the posts of the British and revolters, U- 
tended with no decisive result on either side. During' 
this short period of inactivity on the part of iht 
British, Rigaud, collecting a strong force, advaneoi 
towards Leogane, which at that time was defemleil 
by some colonial troops, and succeeding in hia ^^ 
tack upon the place, he inhumanly murdered the 
French planters who fell into his power, and sftH- 
wards advanced upon Fort au Prince ; but in his a'- 
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tempt upon Fort Bizotton which commanded his 
advance, he failed, having been repulsed by the 
garrison, with great slaughter, whence he retreat- 
ed, for the purpose of making another effort for the 
recovery of Tiburon. He leflt Aux Cases with a 
force of three thousand men with four small armed 
vessels, and on the 25th of December they com- 
menced the attack on the place. The fort, which 
consisted of only about four hundred and fifty men, 
defended it with great bravery; and after the loss of 
two-thirds of their number, the remainder sallied 
forth, cut their way through the revolters, and 
reached Irois in safety. 

In the vicinity of St. Marc, Colonel Brisbane, who 
commanded there, had much to do in keeping the 
insurgents in check, who had at this time become ex- 
oeedingly bold in their movements, and seemed de- 
tomined on the most vigorous operations, both offen- 
Mve and defensive. The colonel with a few British 
nd some colonial troops, obtained advantages over 
Aem in several skirmishes in the plains of the Ar- 
tibmite ; but whilst he was engaged there the mu- 
latto inhabitants of St. Marc, who had pledged them- 
idves most solemnly to observe the strictest neu- 
Mity, violated their pledge, and in the most coward- 
^Buumer put to death all whom they found actively 
ogaged against the French repubHc. The garrison 
defended themselves in the fort, from whence they 
*ci€ relieved in a short time by a vessel of war from 
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Cape Nicolas Mole. The white inhabitants also of 
St. Marc, many of whom were the most forward to 
hail the arrival of the British and to place them- 
selves under British protection, engaged in a plot 
for the destruction of Colonel Brisbane, but that oC> 
ficer, ever on the alert, discovered and successfblfy 
defeated their designs. 

At Fort au Prince a similar conspiracy was 
brought to light, the object of which was the de- 
struction of the garrison and all the English peoipk 
by those very French inhabitants who joined in 
haling with acclamations the arrival of the Britiali 
force before the city. Such abominable treacheiy 
did not go without its commensurate pumshmeat; 
the conspirators were seized, and about twenty of 
the principal ones, amongst whom were several 
French officers of rank, were condemned by the aen- 
tence of a court-martial. Of these conspirators fif- 
teen were shot on the 18th of February, 1795, and 
the remainder were sent off the island. 

General Williamson, who had been previously 
appointed commander-in-chief in the West Indiei» 
arrived in the island in May, and immediately piQ- 
ceeded to place every station in the best state of de- 
fence that his very limited means would allow. Be 
endeavoured to strengthen the whole line of poeti 
from St. Marc to Jeremie, and not having a fivoe 
sufficient to enable him to secure all points by ft 
strong cordon of British and colonial troops, he ler 
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sorted to a measure which, although at the moment 
it might have been one of expediency, was not likely 
to be advantageous in the end. To augment his 
force he formed several corps of negroes, whom he 
purchased o( the French planters, and placed them 
under the command of officers of the line; but their 
inefficiency was soon discovered, and they became 
not only a very unserviceable, but also a very un- 
governable body. General Williamson retained the 
eommand but a very short time; his successor, 
Greneral Forbes, completed the arrangements of his 
predecessor, and remained entirely on the defensive. 
In the autumn of this year, 1795, intelligence had 
been received that the war between France and 
Spun had terminated, and that the Spanish part of 
the island had been ceded to the French republic in 
perpetuity. It was stipulated, however, that so many 
of the inhabitants as should feel disposed to depart 
fiom the island to reside in the dominions of the 
Kbg of Spain, should be permitted to remove or 
ikfOBe of their property, and that the space of one 
yeir should be granted to them for that purpose. 

About the end of this year the termination of the 
opeiations in Flanders having placed troops at the 
disposal of the British government, Brigadier-Ge- 
iieral Howe arrived with about seven thousand men 
«t Cape Nicolas Mole. From the extent of thi^ 
"Hoe a great deal might have been accomplished 
wthey arrived at an earlier stage of the proceedings 
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in the island, but the Eubjugation of the colony liad 
now become extremely difficult, if not altogether im- 
practicable. They attempted but little, and bccom- 
ing languid and spiritless from sickness and disease, 
whilst the enemy were increasing in numbers, as wel! 
as in vigour and activity, the little that was under- 
taken proved unsuccessful. 

It was not until the month of March, 1797> 'l"!- 
any active operations were recommenced ; when Q 
neral Siracoe landed to take the command, an ofl 
who bad been selected by bis government for i 
important trust, from his known talents and Cried-d 
perience. He began his arduous undertaking! 
examining the whole line of defence, and lost n 
time in making every judicious arrangement for re- 
suming offensive operations. It was also about tbs 
same time that the negro Toussaint L'Ouver 
appeared invested by the republican govemm 
of France with the high rank of General-i 
of the Armies of St. Domingo. To this i 
extraordinary personage the British general i 
destined first to be opposed; and from the i 
tern of insurrectional warfare which had been p 
sued, the general found he had to combat with II 
antagonist of no ordinary capacity and coinrapi 
Wary and exceedingly cautious, well acquainted wid' 
the strength of the British force and th 
of their commanders, Toussaint mat 
beyond that of menacing the position 
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laifi, before which he appeared with an almost over- 
whelming force. The British force at that point 
not being sufficient to oppose his progress, retired 
thence through the plains of Cul de Sac into Port 
au Prince, abandoning the whole of the country 
through which they retreated, and from which, 
from its fertility, the enemy were enabled to obtain 
abundance of provisions. By this movement also 
all communication with the Spanish part of the 
island was cut off. 

To the southward, however, the operations were 

more favourable to the British. The negroes were 

driven from every post which they had occupied in 

the neighbourhood of Port au Prince, and Rigaud 

at the head of his mulatto force was defeated at 

Iroig. Nearly at the same time Toussaint attacked 

St Marc'*s, but was obliged to retire with consider- 

lUe loss, leaving a great many of his followers pri- 

Mmers. 

Notwithstanding these partial successes the Bri- 
tish cause in the island seemed on the wane, and 
their force diminishing from a variety of concurrent 
ciicomstances, no attempt was afterwards made 
to advance against the enemy; but measures were 
idopted to guard against any surprise or any attack 
vhich their opponents contemplated upon those 
podtions, in the line of defence, which were con- 
adered to be vulnerable. In the interim, and dur- 
ing the existence of this irregular warfare, Greneral 
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Simcoe, finding that in the present condition of 
bis forces nothing could be undertaken with tlie 
least probability of success, and that to remain 
within his line of defence was imperatiye, left 
the island about the month of August, when tlie 
command devolved on Major-General Whyte. Fi- 
nally, however, the Honourable Brigadier-Greneral 
Maitland succeeded, to whom was left the important 
duty of making the most beneficial arrangements 
for evacuating the island, which his situation conU 
command. And when it is considered that that gal- 
lant officer (who did not arrive until April, 1798,) 
took the command of the British forces under w- 
cumstances of extreme difficulty and discomfiture, 
at the moment of disasters and distress, the termin- 
ation of the contest, the subsequent truce and ne- 
gotiations with Toussaint, although making some 
concession, were called for by considerationfl of 
overwhelming expediency. These negotiations gave 
up the whole of the British possessions, and tliar 
colonial black troops (for whom a very large sum of 
money was paid to the very persons who afterwards 
took arms against them) to the black general, Tous- 
saint, in the name of the French republic, and dins 
ended an enterprise from which no advanti^ le- 
sulted either to the ex-colonists or to the interests 
of Great Britain. 

It is not my province to enter into a discussion 
of the merits of the enterprise into which Great 
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Britain had been led, nor shall I venture to cen- 
sure the undertaking on the one hand, or to ap- 
plaud it on the other. It was commenced unques- 
tionably at an unfavourable period, when the go- 
vernment of England had to contend, not only 
against the gigantic power of the French republic in 
Europe, but against the revolutionary spirit which 
had manifested itself at that time in England. In- 
Tblved^ therefore, as she was at the time of the 
emigration of the French agents from St. Domingo 
in disputes abroad and in domestic feuds at home, 
it is not surprising that those efforts were not made 
which the planters had anticipated, and which they 
were led to expect from the pledges which had been 
given to M. Charmilly, who had been the organ of 
those planters, and who, it is to be feared, was too 
sanguine in his representations of the unanimity 
which prevailed amongst them. I should be dis- 
posed to think ftvourably of the conduct of M. 
Charmilly had I hot received the most unquestion- 
able infiimiation, that his communications were mmh 
toa fairly coloured, ' and that his zeal for the cauise 
flf Hs colony somewhat exceeded that which ougbt 
to have been evinced by a discreet and prudent n^o- 
tiiUnr. The British general was without doubt de- 
rived 4tf to the strength of the revohers' and as to 
Ae disposition of the planters ; and the unanimity 
Hid to have existed amongst them, was ntiost mani- 
fcMly negatived by subsequent events, in which in- 
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trigue and treachery superseded fidelity and Ii 
M- Charmilly, however, in the opinions of ii 
nay not have subjected himself to censure 1 
conduct ; he may have been actuated by the b 
motives, and have thought, at tlie time, that li 
hibiting a favourable side of the picture the impres- 
sion would be hkcly to succeed ; but the best in- 
formed persons, with whom I have had opportunltifs 
of conversing on the subjcctj have given it as tl 
unbiassed sentiment, that had not the disposiw 
the colony been too favourably represented, the ] 
tish cabinet would either never have entered ] 
the contest, or have undertaken it with thei 
tomed promptitude and known vigour; they « 
never have left any tbing to chance, nor 1 
pended so much upon e\tensive cooperation. 

However much inclined Great Btitain might H 
been to seize a favourable moment for dismei 
ing republican France of her colonial possess 
yet I think she would have paused before she C 
raenced any offensive operations against St. ) 
mingo in its then insurrectional state, liad sh 
been led by the most Bpecious arguments to b 
that the object was attainable without any gn 
forts ; for although the slaves were in open i 
Hon, still they, as well as the mulattoes, we 
vided against themselves, and that an interj 
power would inevitably turn the scale, and evet 
ly succeed in restoring tranquillity, and fi 
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inquest of the whole colony. That the cabinet of 
England had been influenced by the accounts laid 
l)efore it of the state of St. Domingo, needs no fiur- 
rher ailment than this, that the force sent was 
joite inadequate for the accomplishment of the ob- 
ject, which certainly would not have happened, had 
the descent upon that island received that delibera- 
tion which was usually given to similar operations 
In the time of war. 

Before I proceed any further in my remarks, it 
(nay not be irrelevant to shew who were the parties 
n^aged in this civil warfare and general havoc in 
the colony, for I find only one or two who have 
written before me who have been sufficiently clear 
and explicit on this point ; and it is probable that I 
may not be quite so explanatory as the subject re- 
quires, but I shall, I trust, succeed in dissipating 
some of the cloud in which the whole seems to have 
been enveloped* 

At the commencement of the revolution in the 
colony, the party that first appeared was composed 
of those white inhabitants who were tainted with re- 
paUicanism, those of the mulattoes or gens de cou- 
ha of property who imbibed the same principles, 
md others of the people of colour, who had no stake 
in the country, but embraced similar opinions re- 
specting liberty and equality. Their opponents 
consisted of the white inhabitants and persons of 
colour who adhered to the old form of government. 
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To the fonner party, in the coune of tune, were 
added the revolted negroes, who had doubtleBB been 
instigated by them, and after the promolgstion of 
the decree declaring a general emancipation, thqr 
were joined by the greater proportion, if not by the 
whole of that class. To the latter party a tew 
only of the mulattoes, and a very small body of 
negroes, remained attached; added to which were the 
British forces which, from the end of the year 179S 
to the evacuation in I7989 at different periods wen 
landed. 

To strengthen the former party, and to weakai 
the latter, the decrees of the national assembly of 
France materially contributed, whilst the proceed- 
ings of the general colonial and provincial assan- 
blies, instead of giving to the latter any support, 
had a contrary effect, by inducing many of the peo- 
ple of colour, who had espoused it, to hoist the 
national cockade, and become active members of 
the republican party, thereby giving the cause of 
the royalists a fatal blow. It will be perceiTod 
that most of these proceedings of the two parties ii 
the contest occurred before the British forces had 
been called in ; and that the emancipation of the 
slaves was simultaneous with their arrival and m 
act of the French commissioners to strengthen the 
national cause against the royalists and the BritiA. 
Now as the agents or emigrants of the royalist parCf 
who had gone to England, and as the negotiation 
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of M. Chatmilly took place at the very period when 
the hopes of his party rested upon so insecure a 
fimndation, it seems to me something like deception 
was practised, and that the British government were 
not correctly informed of the actual state of the 
cause which they were engaging to support ; and it 
is under this impression, an impression founded 
iqNm the authority of persons who were actually 
engaged in all the scenes of active operations which 
took place from the first arrival of the British to 
the termination of their proceedings under the Ho- 
nourable Brigadier-General Maitland, that I ven- 
ture to charge the French planters and their party 
with that want of unanimity which M. Charmilly, 
their accredited representative, assured the British 
commander displayed itself through most parts of 
the colony. 

If an impartial review be taken of the whole of 
the conduct of the French planters during the con- 
test in which they were embroiled, it will become 
evident that no blame can be attached to the Bri- 
tish commanders who were successively employed. 
[ They had to contend against a variety of conflicting 
epmions and unexampled sickness, and had local 
difficulties to surmount of great magnitude. They 
ennced on all occasions superior military judgment, 
tindaunted courage, and unwearied zeal, and ex- 
hibited the greatest prudence and discretion in mo- 
iQcats of no ordinary anxiety. 

i2 
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The calamitous disease which prevailed amongst 
the troops, was itself almost enough to dissfnrit the 
most sanguine ; and it is not to be wondered at, that 
men who met death bravely in the field, should 
have shrunk firom its approaches when it thus appear- 
ed in all its hideous forms amongst their comrades. 

Such was the state of things in the colony at the 
dose of the year 1798, and with whidb I shall con. 
dnde this chapter. 



CHAPTER V. 

The period between the evacuation by the British forces 
and the arrival of the French army under Le Clerc.--- 
Cultivation^ — ^Law to enforce it. — Character of Tous- 
saint. — ^Reverses. — Hb arrangement with the French 
general. — His seizure and removal to France. 

The evacuation of the colony by the British troops 
laving taken place, most of the planters who had 
been faithftil to their engagements departed at the 
same time, taking with them ^uch moveable pro- 
perty as they were enabled to carry away : many 
proceeded to Jamaica, and others to Cuba and 
the United States. Toussaint L'Ouverture was 
thus left in fiill possession of the island, and in 
the undisturbed enjoyment of the chief command, 
with which he had been invested some time before 
hy the French republic. The adherents to the Bri- 
tish, except such as had previously left the island 
under the protection of the English squadron, hav- 
ing joined the national standard, every thing seemed 
to have the appearance of tranquillity. Peace suc- 
ceeded the din of arms and the asperities of civil 
War. 

Having, therefore, completely subjugated the 
P^tty who had been opposed to him, Toussaint com- 
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menced his work of improvement in the whole de- 
partment of his government. Free from the toils of 
the complicated warfare in which he had been en- 
gaged, his first care and attention were turned to 
the culture of the soil, in which in a short peiiod 
he made the most rapid and astonishing progress: 
strongly impressed with the conviction that *^ agn- 
culture is the main spring, the master sinew of 
every great state, the perennial fountain of wealth", 
he began to enforce a rigid attention to all its 
branches, and by every possible means to place it in 
that highly productive condition in which it stood 
previously to the revolution. Many of the planten 
who had joined his standard were reinvested witk 
their estates, but without any property in the sUvea, 
and they were encouraged by him to persevere in 
the cultivation of their lands, assured of his pro- 
tection and of the early adoption of such regulations 
as should enable them to procure cultivators. He 
seems to have possessed a very correct idea of tlie 
true source from whence national wealth was ob- 
tained, and he left no measures untried that would 
in the least promote its increase. He had heard, and 
appeared firmly to believe '' that rural or agricultonl 
labours are equally conducive to health and st^eq^th 
of body and mind. The culture of the earth consti- 
tutes the most natural and innocent employment of 
man ; it fills our houses with plenty and our hearts 
with gladness.*^^ He never allowed an appoitwiltf 
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to escape jbim of shewing how indelibly this maxim 
was imprinted an his mind. It may, however^ be 
well imagined, that after five or six years^ relaxation 
from the labours of the field, those who had been 
accustomed to it in a state of slavery, were not at 
all disposed to return of their own accord to their 
origpuaal oecupaticma ; and as he well knew that his 
negro brethren could not be easily induced to la- 
bour, and that eome degree of coercion would be 
requisite to ^orce it, he began to issue strict in- 
jonctioQs, that ev^ one not employed in any mili- 
tary capacity should labour in the cultivation of the 
lands held not only by the government, but by such 
of the j^anters as had been restored to their estates. 
The pko^era were compelled to receive them on 
their plantations in the capacity of servants, and 
the eultivatora were ordered by the govenunent to 
make choice of their employers under whom they 
were destined to work for their sustenance, and were 
not on any consideration permitted to leave the pro- 
perties on which they in the first instance agreed to 
labour^ unless their services were required in the 
army. The government had fixed a remuneration 
for the cultivators equal to one-third of the crops, 
bat these were many who made other arrangements 
more suitiMe to the views of parties, and by which, 
also, each was accommodated. Such a law as this, 
and enforced so immediately after the cessation of 
civil war, when thft minds of die negroes were scarcely 
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cool, was 8 Strong illustration of the power wbid 
Toussaint held over them, and of his conviction, 
that nothing could be accomplished in the advance- 
ment of agriculture unless he at once adopted pow- 
erful and rigid measures. He therefore enacted 
laws and regulations to encourage and excite indium 
try, while he denounced very heavy penalties against 
idleness and vagrancy. 

This celebrated edict for the enforcing of the 
culture of the soil appeared in the year 1800, and 
it subsequently formed a leading part of the Code 
Henry of Christophe. It embraces every object 
that could possibly be conceived likely to promote 
his great aim ; and whilst its enactments migbt 
have the appearance of severity, unpalatable to the 
people just emerged from slavery, so great was his 
influence that he felt no alarm for the conseqaenoes 
of enforcing them ; and those who had the temerity 
to infringe them were visited with the whole weight 
of the penalties. 

This law apportions the hours of labour for the 
cultivator, which by the 22d article appears in eveiy 
point the same as that which is exacted firom the 
slave in the British islands, that is to say, it com- 
mences at the break of day and concludes at ni(^ 
allowing an interval of an hour for breakfast, and 
another of two hours at noon, or thereabouts. I^ 
provides against any innovations, and precludes the 
labourer or the proprietor from the chance of impo»- 
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ing on each other. I see nothing ambiguous in it, it 
is dear in the letter, and the spirit of it cannot be er- 
roneously interpreted. From the 113th to the 120th 
article inclusive, it appears beyond the possibility of 
contradiction, that Toussaint was conscious that no- 
thing could be done in the work of the soil without 
such forcible regulations as would command the 
most strict attention to tillage. 

It is quite clear that the labour which this law 
exacted each day from the cultivator was not op- 
pressive, nor have I been able to discover that the 
slaves in the British colonial possessions ever com- 
plained of the labour to which they were subjected, 
as having been too severe ; and it is undeniable 
that Toussaint, under the very law which has been 
dted, compelled the same portion to be done, and 
that for the better insuring its performance, military 
guards were placed to superintend the labourers and 
to seize those who endeavoured to evade their duty. 
That they could not have been injured by labour^ 
and that they did not murmur at its quantum is 
tolerably dear, for it is said by a writer of some re- 
pute, that ^^ the plantation pegroes were in general 
contented, healthful, and happy ^; and that this was 
their condition I am assured by the concurring tes- 
timony of men who had witnessed their state at that 
period. Is it not the case also in the British co- 
lonies ? Are not the slaves on the plantations in the 
time of crop, when the labour is perhaps heavier than 



128 PRESENT STATS OF HATTI, [cHAP. v. 

At any other period, *^ contented, healthfiil, and 
happy ^? Most unquestionably they are; I never 
saw them otherwise than ^^ contented and haj^y"", 
except at the moment when some insidious and in- 
triguing person was attempting to estrange than, 
and to impress them with the idea that they were 
degraded and debased. 

If d^radation accompanied hibour, the cultiTatcm 
under Toussaint were the most abject people in ex- 
istence, for they were driven to it under the stro^ 
arm of military power, and for any offence whid 
they committed they were liable to be brought be- 
fore a military tribunal. There were no civil au- 
thorities by which the indolent or refractory culti- 
vator was to be tried for his offences ; there was no 
distinction between the vagrant who was detected 
in idleness and the soldier who fled from his post, 
they were both amenable to the military power, were 
sentenced by a court-martial, and awarded an equal 
punishment. 

Possessed of no mean capacity and judgment, 
he knew the character and the dispositions of bis 
negro brethren, and so nicely did he discern and 
reward industry, and discriminate between the ac- 
tive and meritorious and the indolent and tbe 
worthless, that, although in some cases his judg- 
ment was harsh, it was admitted to be just Hif 
plans were allowed to have been devised wilb 
great skill, and his regulations produced the hap- 
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piest results, which 9oon became manifest through* 
out the whole colony. His agricultural improre.. 
ments excited the astonishment and surprise of his 
greatest enemies, for in a short period after he com* 
menced his system, the most beneficial results be- 
came visible; and notwithstanding the protracted 
warfare in which he had been engaged, and the de- 
vastation caused by it, he produced a crop equal to 
one-third of the quantity of the best year of the 
French planters. 

He was extremely attentive to the state of the 
population, which he was anxious to increase by 
every possible means. He held out to those who 
had emigrated during the contest, every encourage- 
ment to return, pledging himself to reinstate them 
in their properties, and assuring them that their 
agricultural avocations should receive all the sup* 
port which it was possible for him to afibrd. This 
had a very happy effect, and many returned and 
brought with them the slaves who had accompanied 
them in their flight, but who of course became &ee 
on their landing* He also endeavoured to impress 
the people with a sense of their improper conduct 
when they addicted themselves to sensuality and 
voluptuousness, and made great efforts to prevent 
its extension, by recommending marriage thnmgh* 
out his country : he was aware of the evil effects of 
the syatem of polygamy which prevailed amongst his 
W^eQ^ and knew that it was a severe check on the 
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increase of population, for he had discovered imm- 
merable instances in which the offsprings were bat 
few, where concubinage was so unlimited ; and after 
a short time, it became evident that an increased 
population resulted from his salutary regulations. 

With regard to the general character of this ex- 
traordinary man I have but little to say in addition 
to what has been already recorded of him. I am 
however inclined to believe that his biographen 
speak of him with too much warmth, and wouU 
have it believed that he was almost without a fimlt 
Whatever may be the prevailing opinion, he hai 
left indelible marks behind him which prove that lie 
was revengeful and sanguinary in the field ; and tbe 
atrocities and cruelties which he exercised oTcr 
those mulattoes who fell into his hands, are dem(m- 
strative of no little ferocity of disposition. It has 
been argued in exculpation, that surrounded as he 
was with people of that class who adhered to his 
cause, and who, he expected, might revolt and join 
the standard of his enemies, it was a matter of ab- 
solute expediency, that he should resort to the se- 
verest measures to deter them firom deserting hii 
standard, or from engaging in any enterprise inimi- 
cal to his cause. But in all his actions he seemed to 
be actuated by a determination to exact the mosfc 
rigid acquiescence in his will and a complete 
knowledgment of his supreme power, and to 
bish which, true it is, he had at times recourse 
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very harsh and cruel measures, which, although efi^ 
fectual for a time, nevertheless proved injurious to 
the peace and security of his government after- 
wards. 

Rainsford, who is no mean authority, for he had 
personal knowledge of Toussamt, says, that he was 
a man without those unrelenting feelings which 
others ascribe to him ; but this opinion may proceed 
from gratitude on the part of that officer, who was 
set at liberty by Toussaint after having been in pri- 
sxm for a considerable period, and in momentary 
expectation of the forfeiture of his life. Speaking 
of him in his general character, and of his actions 
in the field, he says: ^^ Thus proceeded this illus- 
trious man, like the simple acorn, first promiscuous- 
ly scattered by the winds, in its slow but beauteous 
progress to the gigantic oak, spreading its foUage 
with august grandeur above the minor growth of the 
forest) drfending the hmnble shrub, and braving the 
fiiiy of the contending elements.'" And again, as if 
the author would wish to find a cover for the many 
massacres which Toussaint had sanctioned and in- 
dulged in, he says : ^^ When the cloud, charged 
with electric fluid, becomes too ponderous, it selects 
BOt the brooding murderer on the barren heath, but 
bursts perhaps indiscriminately in wasteftd ven- 
geance over the innocent flocks reposing in verdant 
fields. He was, without doubt, a man possessed of 
BiaBy virtues, and performed many very good and 
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very generous acts, and, what mustl)e admitted to 
have redounded greatly to his reputation, he wti 
always grateful, and never left an obligation xaxn- 
quited. To those planters whom he induced to to^ 
turn to the island, and whom he restored to their 
properties, he was generous, kind, and indulgent; 
and of the confidence which they placed in his ts* 
surances, they had never cause to repent. Takhf 
him altogether, he was undoubtedly a moat extraor- 
dinary character, and whatever might have been die 
extent of his vices, they were certainly counter-bs- 
lanced and atoned for by many virtues.'" 

It is said of him by another writer, who seems to 
have been conversant with all his private and puMie 
acts, that *'^ the excellences of his character unfolded 
themselves more and more, as opportunities were 
afforded for their developement. The same huma- 
nity and benevolence which had adorned his humble 
life, continued to distinguish him in his elevation. 
He never imitated the conduct of other leaders, in 
flattering the multitude, encouraging them in crimes, 
or urging them to revenge and slaughter ; on the 
contrary, mercy, industry, and order were always 
inculcated by his coimsels, recommended by his ex- 
ample, and enforced by his authority. The fiertility 
of his inventions, the correctness of his judgments, 
the celerity of his movements, the extent of his la- 
bours in the combined and multifiurious business of 
war and government astonished both fiiends ind 
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ibe&''* And m another place it is obderved of him : 
'^ If there was one trait in his character more con* 
spicuous than the rest, it was his unsullied integrity. 
That he never broke his word, was a proverbial ex« 
}ne8sion common in the mouths of the white inha- 
bitants of the island, and of the English officers who 
wcsre employed in hostilities against him.'' 

Immediately after the business of the war had 
been completed, Toussaint proceeded to the restor- 
ation of public worship, according to the forms 
which existed prior to the revolution, and he even 
extended the liberty of religious worship beyond the 
Roman communion, by admitting one or two of the 
Methodist persuasion, who had arrived from the 
United States, to the privilege of preaching in Cape 
Franfois, and to whom he gave every protection. 

His military establishment was on a scale of some 
extent during the war, but was much reduced at the 
peace. The discipline of his troops did him great 
credit, and excited considerable surprise in the Bri« 
tbh officers; their movements were effected with 
great precision, and although they were not after 
the manner of European evolutions, yet they were 
veil adapted for that species of irregular warfare in 
vMch they were engaged. The men were under 
tolerable command, and no symptoms of insubordi- 
tt^on were known to have shewn themselves ; they 
ttemed to be aware of the consequences that would 

* Anonymouf. 
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ensue to their cause if order and Eubmission w 
not rigidly exacted, and they were therefore taug 
to obey their ofBcers aa a duty indispensable for the 
security. 

The country generally waa so intersected t 
varied with underwood and mountains of diflicn 
ascent, that more reliance was placed on the d 
ments of irregular bodies detached in small parti 
than on any thing that could be accomplished t 
the more steady operations of heavy masses. S 
being the mode of warfare best calculated to n 
the obstacles presented to military operations, Tons- 
saint souglit to drill his troops in such evolutions as 
would enable him eflectually to meet the exigencies 
with which be might have to contend. He had tliem 
taught expertness, promptitude and dexterity, laA 
quick and steady tiring, without any attention I 
those movements in column which are so much pm 
tised in Europe. It is said of tbem, that ' 
whistle a whole brigade would run three ox 
hundred yards, then separating, throw themseln 
flat on the groimd, changing to their backs or d 
keeping up a strong fire the whole of the time li 
they were recalled ; then thoy would form again !■ 
an instant with their wonted regularity. This s 
gle raanttuvre used to be executed with such fi 
and precision as totally to prevent cavalry t 
charging them in bushy and hilly countries," Tll| 
system is nearly similar to the one practised by a 
■rifle and light infantry corps in England, and d 
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cidedly best adapted for any operations in the colo- 
iiies, where' the country presents so rugged and un- 
even a surface. The amount of his force has been 
variously stated, and I do not conceive it possible 
to give a fair estimate of the whole during the time 
of the war : his peace establishment consisted of 
about forty thousand foot and two thousand cavalry, 
all of which were well equipped, and at all timtes 
in readiness for active service. 

In the organization of his government, and in 
the frammg of his constitution and laws. Tons- 
saint was assisted by some able men from America 
and Europe. He never allowed any prejudices 
against white persons to influence him, when their 
services were required, nor did he permit any of the 
superior officers of his government to shew any dis- 
respect towards them, but he exacted the most 
courtly attention to them as the most likely means 
to secure the aid of men of learning, whatever 
may have been their country or their calling. It 
was by this that he induced the able Moliere and 
M. Marinit, as well as several well-informed English 
and Americans to reside near him ; to these he was 
kind and Uberal, obtaining from them the greatest 
assistance in the organization of his municipal go- 
Tenunents, and in the whole arrangement of the 
Cerent departments of state, as well as in form- 
ing i^;;ulations for the better insuring to his coun- 
try a commercial intercourse with strangers, with* 
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out which all hie eflSirts in cultivating the s(Al 
would have been unavailing; forwitbout aventftcj 
the products there would have been no stimuliu ' 
for the exertions of the grower, and one of the 
sources of national wealth would consequently have 
been dried up. His tour through the Spanish part 
of the island was attended with considerable ad- 
vantage to him, for it infused a kind of confidenes 
into the people, by whom he was received in every J 
part with great respect, and often with every de- 1 
monstratioi) of joy. This is not surprising, for ti* * 
fame of his deeds and his warhke achievements and 
his deportment, which is said to have been mild and 
courtly, were likely to excite favourable sentimente, 
and to elicit a good deal of applause. This toiB 
was certainly one of necessity, and not undertake 
from any vain parade and ostentation; for the 
Spanish part of the island, although formally ceded 
to France by the treaty of 1795, had not sU been 
occupied by the republican forces. The city eS 
Santo Domingo, a place of considerable strength, 
and surrounded with fortifications sufSciently power- 
ful to resist any attack that might have been made 
upon it, still held out, and it was not until the ar< 
rival of Toussaint in 1801, with a large force, tlwtJ 
a legal surrender of the whole Spanish division w 
finally accomplished. Having succeeded in thu,l| 
left his brother Paul in command, and then p 
his journey through the other districts, establ 
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posts, appointiiig officers to command them, with 
other important military and civil arrangements, 
which he deemed necessary for the purpose of 
governing more easily the whole of that part of the 
island. Having completed this tour, which was 
attended with much benefit to every part of the 
island which he visited, he began to hope for some 
repose from the fatigues attendant on such multi- 
haaaoB oocapati^ms, which might enable him to 
cultivate the sweets of peace and retirement, as 
well as to see all those designs Ailly completed, and 
which had for their object, the enriching of his 
country and the happiness of his people. 

The end of the year 1801 placed the whole island 
once more in some degree of tranquillity, and in 
submission to the authority of the negro chief, 
rapidly advancing in wealth and increasing its 
intercourse with those countries which sought to 
establish with it the friendly relations of commerce. 
But the short peace of Amiens, which took place in 
October of that year, leaving the then ruler in 
France, Bonaparte, without any power to contend 
with, his first object was the recovery of Saint 
Domingo. Wanting employment for his large 
armies, and instigated by the fugitive colonists who 
had been expelled at the commencement of the 
levoliiticm, and who were anxiously longing for 
their lost possessions; thirsting also for colonies 
and commerce, and urged by the speculators in 

t, 2 
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Fninee, he dDtermined on subjugating the island 
by force, reestablishing slavery, and reinstating 
the ex-colonista in their original properties. To 
accomplish these objects by force rather than bj 
negotiation, was more congenial to the temper and 
martial spirit of the French ruler. He tliereftffe 
began to make extensive preparations for an under- 
taking, wliich he vainly thought could not &il 
ultimately to gam new laurels for his troops, and 
cxslt himself more than ever in the estimation of 
the people of France, who were always forward 
to reward him for any successes which accom- 
panied his efforts, with no ordinary dcmonstratioDi 
of joy. 

This expedition consisted of twenty-six sail of 
the line, on board of which were embarked 25,000 
men, under the command of the brother-in-law of 
Bonaparte, General Le Clerc, seconded by somr 
of the ablest generals of France, and many other 
officers of distinction who were conversant wiih 
the island, and who formerly held properties in 
it. Not, however, relying entirely on what sucli 
a force might be able to execute, the First Consul 
had recourse to a measure which he concluded would 
insure the neutrahtj- of Toussaint, if it did not 
induce him to lend him an active cooperatioo- 
Two of the sons of the negro chief had been sent 
to France for their education, for the purjMise of 
pving them the opportunity of following a course 
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of Studies, which might prepare them to jSll, with 
advantage to their country, those important posts 
for which they seemed destined. Taken from their 
preceptor by orders of the First Consul, they were 
hurried on board the fleet, to be made as it were to 
intercede with their father, and> if possible, to 
prevail on him to accede to such proposals as the 
commander-in-chief of the expedition was em- 
powered to offer ; and, in fact, they were placed as 
hostages in the hands of the French commanders, 
and thus made amenable for any hostile steps which 
their father might be disposed to take. 

The expedition arrived in the bay of Sumana, in 
the eastern extremity of the island, on the 25th of 
January, 1802, when^ without the least delay. 
General Le Clerc distributed his force into three 
divisions, which were to make simultaneous attacks 
on three distinct parts of the colony. One division 
was directed to disembark and take possession of 
the city of Santo Domingo, and was commanded 
by General Eerseran; another, under General Bou- 
det, was sent to Port au Prince ; whilst the com- 
mander-in-chief proceeded with the remainder of 
the troops to the south side, when a part was landed 
at Mansenillo Bay, under General Rochambeau ; 
and the principal body with Le Clerc, and his per- 
sonal staff intended to disembark at Cape Franfois, 
for the purpose of gaining possession of that city. 

Toussaint had been apprised of the intentions of 
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the Frencli government to send out a force to Sn 
Domingo, but of ite extent, its nature, and i 
ulterior designs, he had no knowledge. He merely 
conjectured, that it had no hostile object, and that 
it was just such a force as might have been expected 
would be sent by the parent state, for the beta 
insuring the peace and obedience of the col 
That such woa his impression I think there is g 
reason to believe, for be issued bis orders to allll 
generals at their respective posts, commanding the 
to receive the French troops without suspicion ; 
his proclamation called upon the people to a 
them as Iriends. Others again seem to infer t] 
he not only knew that the designs of the consu- 
lar cabinet were inimical to the existing order of 
things in the colony, but that he knew the exteoX 
of the means which were to be employed in t 
execution. If this latter were the fact, then 1 
caution, vigilance, and activity which had maC 
his former career, hacl entirely forsaken him, fi»M 
is evident he made no preparations for the n 
of a force entertaining hostile intentions. 

I shall not go through the whole deUul of d 
landing of this armament at the different j 
selected for that purpose, but I shall offer a el 
sketch of the general operations which followed. ' 

Whatever might have been the instructions g 
by the First Consul to Le Clerc, the latter did ■ 
appear the least disposed to try the eflect of n 
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Uation before he displayed some intentions of hosti* 
lity, for General Rochambeau, who knded in the 
neighbourhood of Fort Dauphin, formed his troops 
on the beach, and the negroes, who had been led 
by the proclamation of their governor-general to 
believe that they had landed as fiiends, ran in 
crowds to witness the disembarkation, and with the 
most fidendly demonstrations welcomed their arrivaL 
But Rochambeau, most dastardly and inhumanly, 
without the slightest intimation of what was to foL 
low, charged them at the point of the bayonet, when 
a great many were skiughtered, and the rest with 
difficulty fled to places of protection, leaving the 
fort in possession of the French. This took place 
on the 2d of February, two days before the arrival of 
the commander-in-chief in the harbour of Cape 
Fran9ois, and as the account of it soon reached the 
dty, Greneral Christophe, who commanded there, 
was enabled to prepare for its defence, and at once 
discovered, that instead of coming as friends, this 
force had arrived for the purpose of subjugation. 

By this premature commencement at Fort Dau^ 
phin, Le Clerc was foiled in his design of taking 
the black general by surprise, or in playing off any 
of those stratagems and intrigues so characteristic 
of a Frenchman. From the intelligence which he 
had received of the movements of Rochambeau, 
Christophe was instantly on the qui vive. Wary 
iDd watchfiil, he disposed of his men judiciously, 
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strengtlicning the moat vulnerable points, and ei* 
conragiiig his troops to meet every attack will 
courage and fortitude, setting to them an examph 
of confidence in their otto power, which animaUd 
them to the most surprising efforts. He also mtt> 
mated to the inhabitants of the city, that their livai 
would be inevitably held as a security for the hos> 
tile proceedings of the French armament, and thi 
he would never surrender the place so long as 
single habitation remained standing. This thra 
of the negro general produced the most apaUinf 
sensations, because they were aware of the 
tions of the French being hostile, and they wef| 
also sensible, that there would be no abatemoit 
the dreadful denunciation of the black command) 
To avert the dreadflil alternative, a select body 
the inhabitants, headed by the miuiicipal auth 
rities, were deputed to wait upon the French cm 
mander-in-chief, and to implore him to desist frc 
hostile operations, until such time as their sde 
could be provided for, as it was the determinate 
of Christophe to sacrifice them, and to destroy i 
dty, should any attack iiroceed from the FreB 
force. Le Clerc gave tliem no assurances that 
would desist from offensive measures ; he recetv 
them, however, courteously, and advised them 
return to the city, and take with them the proclan 
tion which he was about to issue, and give it eve 
publicity in their power. He also told them lu A 
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most specious way, that the object of his force was. 
not the restoration of slavery, but the preservation 
of the colony in obedience to the consular govern- 
ment of France, without in any way interfering 
with or infringing upon the rights of the people, as 
now admitted; but rather to fix those rights on a 
more permanent basis, and to secure them against 
innovation. To such flattering communications the 
deputation listened with easy credulity, and re- 
tmrned to the city buoyed up with the delusive hope 
that their lives and properties would be protected, 
and that the lamentable catastrophe resulting from 
retaliatory measures would be effectually averted. 

The proclamation of Bonaparte, couched in his 
usual ambiguous style, was intended no doubt to de- 
ceive the negro population by confirming their rights 
to be free and equal, whilst at the same time the real 
object of the expedition was the restoration of slavery, 
and the restitution of the colony to its condition 
previously to the revolution. Having pledged how- 
ever his faith to the negroes, that they should en- 
joy that freedom which had been conferred upon 
them, they were at the same time told, that in the 
event of their rejection of the terms which the 
commander-in-chief was empowered to offer, vio- 
lence would be resorted to, and the pledge with- 
drawn. It may not be improper to insert a trans- 
^on of this proclamation, which will thus speak 
fct itself.— 
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« INHABITANTS OF SAINT DOMINGO! 

" Whatever your origin or your colour, you are ail 

French ; you are all &ee, and all equal before Godi« 

and before the republic. 

" France, like St. Domingo, has been a prey N 
factions, torn by civil commotions and by fore; 
wars. But all has changed, all nations have e 
braced the French, and have sworn to them j 
and amity ; the French people too, have embi 
each other, and have sworn to be all fidends a; 
brothers. Come also, embrace the French, 
rejoice to see again your friends and brothers q 
Europe. 

" The government eends you Captmn-Gcnen 
Le Clerc ; he brings with liim numerous forces fi 
protecting you against your enemies, and t 
the enemies of the republic. If it be said to j 
these forces are destined to ravish from you y<4 
liberty, answer, the republic will not sutTer it to b 
taken from us. 

" Rally round the Capt^n-General ; he biingi 
you peace and plenty- Rally all of you aioui 
him. Whoever shall dare to separate himself fi 
the Captain- General will be a traitor to his c 
and the indignation of the republic will deva 
him, as the fire devours your dried cai 

" Done at Paris, &c. 
** (Signed) The First Consul, BouAPAiTS. 
" The Secretary of State, H. B. 
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Such a document as the preceding, promulgated 
4oo at a moment when an extraordinary panic had 
arisen from the extent of the French force, about 
to commence its operations simultaneously from 
several points, was not Ukely to pass without making 
a very deep impression on those whose minds were 
vacillating and unfixed, and who had refrained from 
declaring themselves until they were informed as 
to the views of the French government with re- 
gard to the friture administration of the colony, in 
the event of their being successful. This procla- 
mation was received by the wavering among the 
negro population as one of great sincerity, assuring 
them that they had nothing to apprehend about 
their being again destined for slavery. Many there- 
fore embraced the offers which it held out, and 
joined the standard of the invaders, and Le Clerc, 
anticipating fiirther submissions before Toussaint 
arrived, determined on the commencement of active 
measures so soon as he should be informed that 
Rochambeau, having effected a successful landing, 
was advancing upon the city. He did not how- 
ever land his forces till he had tried the effect of 
an epistolary communication with General Chris- 
tophe, the commander at the Cape, in which in the 
true Gascon style of invective and threat, Le Clerc 
informs that individual, that unless he immediately 
accedes to the landing of his forces, he will ^^ hold 
him (Christophe) responsible for what may happen.^ 
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Christophe was not to be entrapped. Firm, in- 
flexible, and determined in his conduct, he returned 
an answer to the French commander couched in 
language which could bear but one interpretation, 
that he would make every possible resistance to the 
French arms^ and that they should not enter ^^ Cape 
Town until it was reduced to ashes."** *' Nay,'' says 
he, " even in the ruins I will renew the combat'' 
Again he says, " How can you hold me responsible 
for the event ? you are not my chief. I know you 
not ; and can therefore take no account of you, till 
you are acknowledged by Governor Toussaint." 

Immediately after this correspondence had taken 
place, Le Clerc made preparations for landing, whick 
he effected promptly in the neighbourhood of Da 
Limbe and the Bay of Acul, no great distance to the 
westward of the city. Le Clerc's object seems to have 
been to gain the heights round the Cape, before the 
negroes could effectually carry their threat of de- 
vastation by fire and sword into execution. These 
movements were anticipated by the negro general, 
who therefore prepared to intercept them. Know- 
ing that the white inhabitants were wavering and 
faithless, and that he could not confide in them 
were he to permit their neutrality, and being fiiDy 
aware that many mulattoes, and even negroes, were 
secretly inclined towards the French, he without 
hesitation commenced the work of conflagration, 
which he had previously given them to understand 
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would be done the moment the French set their foot 
on shore in an hostQe manner. The order being 
given, was obeyed with alacrity, and both Le Clerc 
and Admiral Villaret, when they came within sight 
of the city saw the devastation which was likely to 
ensue. The French commanders made great efforts 
to save the town, and the crews of the ships were 
landed for that purpose, but they were only able to 
save a few buildings from the destructive element. 

The part of Christophers threat most dreaded 
was the massacre of the inhabitants of the city, but 
to his credit be it said, he did not put it in execu- 
tion. True no doubt it is that he carried off a great 
many whom he intended to hold as hostages for the 
conduct of the French ; but it is not recorded that 
he treated them with any barbarity, or that he exe- 
cuted any of them. After this the negro general 
retreated with his forces, and took up a strong posi-. 
tion until he was joined by the Governor-General 
Toussaint. 

Having arrived a short time after the &11 of the 
Cape, and having {M*eviously issued orders to all 
his subordinate generals to prepare for the most 
active defence against the French arms, Toussaint 
personally inspected every post, and minutely sur- 
veyed every position in which it was practicable to 
make a successftQ stand against his opponents. 

It was at this time, and whilst he was at his seat 
at Ennery, about thirty miles from the Cape, that 
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his two sons vcrc presented to liim to try haw fi 
another attempt at fraud, sophistry, and hy] 
might succeed. I shall not attempt to go through llie 
whole detail of the scenes which took place between 
the wily tutor Coisnon, the affectionate children, t!ie 
fond father, and the tender mother ; let it hu( 
however, to state that they failed of their wcm 
success, for Toussaint was inflesible. I cannot n 
the temptation of quoting a passage &om a w 
who describes the tender interview which took p 
between them. " The two sons ran to meet thar * 
father, and he with emotions too big for utterance, 
clasped them silently in his arms. Few it is to be 
hoped are the partakers of our common nature, wlM 
on witnessing the embraces and tears of pare 
and filial sensibihty, could have proceeded at h 
without powerful relentiiigs of heart, to execute f 
commission with which Coisnon was charged." 

But this cold-blooded emissary of France belij 
the scene with a barbarous apathy, worthy of i 
cause in which he was employed. When the fl 
burst of paternal feeling was over, Toussaiiil' 
stretched out his arms to him, whom he regarded 
with complacency as the tutor of his chlldrciit 
and their conductor to the roof and embraces 
their parents. This was the moment which Coi 
thought mo6t favourable to the perpetration of I 
treacherous design. " The father and the two si 
says he, '* threw themselves into each other's a 



€HAF. ▼•} OB SAINT POHIMOO. 143 

I saw th^n shed tears, and wishing to take advan- 
tage of a period which I conceived to be favourable, 
I stopped him at the moment when he stretched 
oat his arms to me,^ 

The crafty and unfedmg Coisnon thought that 
the most favourable moment had arrived for opening 
the business of his mission, and without delay en- 
tered upon it by addressing the chief, and implor- 
ing him to reflect upon the consequences that would 
inevitably result from any hostile measures against 
the power of Bonaparte, as any resistance to so power- 
M a force, composed of troops that had always been 
elated with victory, must prove unavailing. On the 
other hand, he pledged the sincerity with which his 
master was actuated, spoke of the admiration which 
Toussainfs conduct had excited, and of the distin- 
guished valour and judgment which he had displayed 
in the multifarious operations of the war. He also 
held out to him the most attractive, yet delusive, 
promises of what would ensue from his joining the 
French standard, and the vengeance that would 
doubtless accompany any act of hostility; and, 
finally, he handed to the negro chief the letter, of 
which he was the bearer, written by Bonaparte in his 
own hand, and teeming with expressions which might 
have moved the resolution of more determined men 
than Toussaint. But that cautious, imbending, and 
inflexible man was on his guard against the snare 
that was laid to entrap him, and the cunning tutor 
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was necessitated to try the effect of a more powi 
agency, the intercession of his cliildren and the 
treaties of his wife. Bonaparte, in hia letter to 
cliief, tries what effect an allusion to the former 
have. " We have made known to your chili 
and to their preceptor," he says, " the sentiments 
which we are animated. We send them hack to jt 
Assist with your counsel, your influence, and yo 
talents, the captain-generaL What can you desire 
The freedom of the blacks? You know that in i 
the countries we have been in, we have given it 
the people who had it not. Do you desire con^de 
ation, honours, fortune ? It is not after the Bcrvie 
you have rendered, the services you can still t«t>de 
and with the per sofial estimation tee have fir ytt 
that you ought to be donblful with respect to yt 
consideration, your fortutie, and the /itmours U 
await you."" Such an appeal might have had so 
influence and power over a vain man, and the fi 
ings of the father might have been sof^ned when t 
eloquence of the preceptor pleaded in behalf of 1 
children, whose Uves would be the forfeit of then< 
compliance of the parent. But this would not i 
not woidd the subsequent artless appeal of the 
tored children, aided by the faithful mother, 
whose tears the savage Coisnon prematurely look* 
for success. All were unavailing, and Toues«ia 
after having composed himself, and assumed an ft{ 
pearaucc of ease and confidence, took the precepU 
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by the hand; then directing the others to retire, he 
said to him, with a stem and dignified manner, 
^ Take back my cfaUdren, since it must be so. I 
will be £dthM to my brethren and my God.^ 

Notwithstanding the fidlure of Coisnon^s mission, 
a truce was agreed upon for a few days, for the 
purpose of carrying on a correspondence between 
Le Clerc and Toussaint, to try if the horrors of 
war might not be averted l^ mutual concessions. 
Le Clerc anticipated a fitvourable result, but 
Tooasaint^B reply contained no augury of his sub- 
BiisBion to the will of the chief consul. The truce, 
therefore, being at an end, each of the chiefs pre- 
pared for active cqperations, and Toussaint and Chris-^ 
ti^he were declared to be enemies of the French 
republic, and all persons were called upon to seize 
them. 

Every art and every stratagem was now devised 
by Le Clerc, which might entice over the negroes 
to his cause; and he therefore first hdd out assur- 
ances ta their o£Scers of rank and prrferment in the 
French anny, and to the negroes themselves he gave 
the most solemn promise that their freedom should 
be respected and preserved inviolate. Another cir- 
emnstanee also, which very materially contributed to 
Ae successes whidi Le Clerc gained,, was, that the 
eakhratmni throu^out the colony had had enough of 
war^ and hftd deteimmed to remain neutral in the 
pending struggle^, so long as thehr poperties were 
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insured lo them, and their remainii:^ macuve i 
permitted. Consequently, Le Clerc having not 
to apprehend from them, was at liberty to tiim 
whole of his attention against the organized farceN 
the negro chiefs ; and, to oppose these, requiredj) 
little skill and manceuvre, from the great ohsta 
which the face of the conutry presented to f!un^ 
forces, inured only to a sjstematic mode of fightil 
whilst the negro soldiers were thoroughly iDstiuet 
in skirmishing, bush fighting, and every other 'o- 
gidar mode of warfare. For such operations as 
they were in the liighest possible order, both i 
discipline and equipments. They knew well h 
manage their artillery, were quick in firing, « 
bad marksmen. All their movements were efi 
with amazing rapidity, and from one point of t 
munication to another they flew with the gra 
celerity. The French seemed astonished a 
quickness with wliich they performed their i 
mente, and at times when they thought victor] 
tiun, found themselves imexpectedly opposed 
body,who made the most desperate attack upon tj 
and forced them to retire completely discomi 
They also had another advantage over the £un 
troops; neither the scorching heat of the sun, 
the pernicious influence of the night air, hae 
injurious effects upon them, whilst the French' 
suffering severely from the evil consequences of b 
Although one day they might have sustained A 
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feat. Still, on the next, the negro soldiers appeared 
in force before their enemy, prepared to renew the 
combat. Not so with the French; for the severity 
of the duties of the field was insupportable, and on 
many occasions, when they had gained advantages, 
their fatigue was so great that they were unable to 
follow them up, and thereby throw their opponents 
into disorder and concision. 

The principal exertions of the French troops com- 
menced in the plains of the north, just after the 
truce had expired, and about the 20th of February, 
by an attack on Plaisance, which place having sur- 
rendered, the black commander and his soldiers, 
consisting of five hundred infantry and cavalry, 
joined the French standard. Marmalade followed, 
having been defended a short time by Christophe, 
who was at last obliged to retreat, in consequence of 
the treachery of one of his officers who had surren- 
dered an important position on his line, and had fol- 
kiwed the example of the commander at Plaisance. 

In the neighbourhood of Port Paix, the French 
troops, under Humbert, sustained a check; and on 
the 20th of February the troops under General De- 
belle were obliged to retire, afler having sustained 
some loss. 

The division of General Boudet having landed at 
Port au Prince, left that city, and proceeded against 
La Croix des Bouquets, where the celebrated Dessa- 
linea had taken up a position ; but on the approach 

l2 
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of the French force he set fire to the place, and the 
next day, by a most extraordinary and rapid moYe- 
ment across the mountains, appeared before Leo- 
gane, to which place he also set fire, notwithstanding 
the resistance offered by a French frigate which kf 
in sight, and which had been sent thither to insure 
its safety. The movements of this chief were the 
most surprising; one day he was found in the phios 
of the Cul de Sac, acting with the most detennined 
bravery, and committing dreadful ravages in die 
face of the French army; and the next, he was found 
in the plains of Leogane committing similar excesscR, 
avoiding, in both, coming in contact with the enemy 
in the open field. Bush fighting, and setting fire to 
the plantations, to impede the advance of the enenij 
and destroy their provisions, was his only aim, and 
in this he seems to have been unusually fortmitte 
and success&l. 

One of the black chiefs. La Plume, who had re- 
treated before Generals Desfoumeaux and Hir^ 
firom the vicinity of Plaisance, surrendered, with iD 
his troops, to General Boudet, which compennled 
for the losses which the French had sustained^ and 
was a serious, if not a fatal, blow to the negro cmsei 

On the 24th of February, General Rocbambem 
fell in with Toussaint, who had under him about 
three thousand men, and had taken up a strong poA- 
tion in the Ravine ^Couleuvre. The attack was com- 
menced by Rochambeau, and met with great ddll 
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sod courage by the negro general and his troops, 
«nd a most sanguinary conflict ensued. The blacks 
fought with the most determined bravery, and the 
French made the greatest efforts to exceed them; 
^atd at last, after having lost eight himdred of his 
men, who were left dead in the field, Toussaint 
thought it prudent to retreat, and take up his posi- 
Iton on the banks of La Petite Riviere. There could 
not have been more military skill shewn than was dis- 
played by the respective commanders in this battle. 
The slaughter was immense, and the loss of the 
Frendi, it was conjectured, exceeded that of the 
n^roes; but the latter had no public journals to an- 
nounce their triumphs, whilst the former had the 
benefit of gazettes and proclamations to extol their 
saccesses, and to magnify the disasters of their oppo- 
nents. It is certain that after the action Rocham- 
besu could not advance, and the black general was 
in tome measure justified m claiming the victory, as 
veil as some merit for taking up another position, 
pardcularly as Le Clerc was advancing to cut him 
«ff with a large force; and which seems true enough, 
iff he took up a line in the vicinity of Gonaives, 
nilh his advance upon the road of St. Marc. 

Whatever opinion is entertained of the result of 
the battle, its ccmsequences were certainly injurious 
Id his cause; his retreat was demonstrative of dis- 
Domfiture, and such a feeling existed among his 
troopffy as well as among those of his other divisions. 
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Under the influence of this feeling, and the al 
ments of the French generals, who held out the ; 
engaging promises, desertions became frequent, 
in one instance the conduct of the black ga 
Maurepasj who commanded the district of St. i 
and who, at the moment that Le Clerc was eng 
in making preparations to compel him to retire! 
it, surrendered with his force, consisting of two t 
sand men, proved quite decisive of the fate of 
contest. 

Declining to enter into a further detail of 
operations in the field, as they consisted chiefl] 
irregular warfare, and presented nothing of im] 
ance, I shall merely make a few obsetvations wt 
conduct of the respective chiefs who conn 
and their meaEures to defeat each other's de^gQ 

I think it must be admitted to be indispi 
that the greatest success was in favour of the Fr 
and that although some partial advantages 
gained by the blacks, yet they seemed to hava 
ultimate chance of prolonging the contesL 1 
true that Toussaint, Christophe, and Dessil 
held strong positions, and that it would take a 
siderable time to dislodge them, as well as can 
great sacrifice of human lives. Le Clcrc thert 
resorted to every device likely to gain over 
black troops, and the most successful one wi 
promotion of many of those who had pren 
joined him, and the practice of an unusual iefft 
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mildness towards the remainder, by which he so 
much exalted himself in the estimation of the whole, 
lliat the negroes undertook to allure their brethren 
to their standard, holding out to them advantages 
umilar to those which they had themselves gained. 
This stratagem succeeding in a very extensive de- 
gree, he was joined by a great number of the troops 
of the black chiefs, and a great many laid down their 
arms, so that in a short period Toussaint was left 
with scarcely any adherents, except those few plant- 
ers who suspected the designs of the French, and 
eonectly dived into the intentions of the French 
general. These remained firm to him for a time, 
but when one reverse was followed up by another, 
and when there was not a visible chance of any fur- 
ther efforts being likely to succeed, and when his 
retirement seemed inevitable, most of these deserted 
him, and made their submission to the French com- 
ttander, leaving Toussaint to contend against a 
variety of difficulties, and to surmount obstacles 
sufficient to have reduced the proudest and noblest 
spirit to a state of the greatest despair. But even 
at this trying period Toussaint's fortitude never 
Cnsook him. He foresaw that his enemy before 
k«g would find that they had to contend with 
greater obstacles than any which his resistance could 
{cesent; nor was he mistaken; for in a short time, 
Le Clerc, elated by his successful movements, 
began to develope the designs with which he was 
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inEtructcd, and thinking that he had completely 
discomlited the whole of tlic forces of the black 
generals, or, at all events, that he had so dispemij 
their followers that they coiild not again appoM 
before Mm, he set about executing the great object rf^ 
the expedition — that of restoring the planters who 
had accompanied him to their hereditary' estates, 
and of placing the negroes once more under thcic 
control, reviving their ancient property in them, i 
pledging the French government to resist all fut 
attempts that might be made to distorb them. 

It is impossible to portray the indignation wla 
this impolitic and base act of Le Clerc ao i 
versally excited. The very planters themselva 
apprehensive of the consequences which e 
and so hasty a proceeding was likely to pro 
declined to avjul themeelves of an offer, the unpt 
tjcability of enforcing whicli seemed to thei 
certain. They were convinced that no good coaU 
result from it; but circumstances of the most pain- 
ful and dangerous nature were more likely to atitr 
were the general to attempt: putting his plans iiit» 
execution. 

The poor deluded and credulous cultivators, who 
bad been allured by the promises of their enemj^ I 
now saw their error, and without a moment's d 
began to consult their own safety, to devise tnca 
evade the orders of the French commander, and j|| 
their brethren who still adliercd to the aegro g 
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ral; and finally to aid in defeating such outrageous 
proceedings by the most energetic and the most ef- 
fectual ]dan which they had the means of concert- 
ing. 

Such of the negro troops, also, as had joined the 
French under the perfidious pledges of the command- 
er-in-chief, began to feel considerable anxiety lest 
they should be forced to share the fate which seemed 
to impend orer their black brethren in general. To 
revolt, however, appeared almost impossible ; they 
were not concentrated at any one point, but seemed 
to have been placed in small detached bodies, and 
were so completely under the control and surveil- 
lance of the French that desertion was difiicult, and 
in most instances not to be effected without detec- 
tion, when they were subjected to the most crud 
punishment. 

Toossaint now saw that his predictions were rea- 
liied, and that the time had arrived when the scale 
of sacoess would turn in his favour, and with that 
promptitude which accompanied aU his resolutions 
and all his plans of operations, he seized the favour- 
able moment, and with the most extraordinary cele- 
rity formed a junction with Christophe, when they 
piooeeded towards the north, calling upon the culti^ 
vttors on their way to join their cause, and to revenge 
the base and unprecedented conduct of the French 
genecaL From all quarters the cultivators flocked 
to their standard, and in a few days their force 
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became somewhat imposing; and although they 
were armed with guch weapons only as could haw 
been fouud on the plantations, ami had but a short 
supply of musquetry, still they moved on by forced 
raaiches with the most surprising rapidity, drinog 
their enemy from one post to another, without 
meeting with the least opposition, until they ap- 
peared before Cape Francois, which being defended 
by a strong force, and covered by the fleet in iht 
harbour, was saved from the fate which awiiited it. 
Le Clerc, now shut up in the besieged city of 
Cape Frantj'ois, was reduced to the greatest eitn^ 
mitiee, and he began to devise means for evaclu^ 
ing the place, aud taking up some position witliin iht 
Spanish territory; but a strong reinforcement wliitb 
arrived from France somewhat revived his hop«( 
although he knew fiarther offensive measures wptild 
not be advisable. The city too, from the oumlifT 
of people within its walls, began to exhibit symp- 
toms of a pestilential nature, and the alarm hecan'^ 
most distressing; inhabitants and troops alike b^ 
came martyrs to its ravages, and every thing indi- 
cated the most wretched termination of the ai[:ge 
Beginning therefore to feel the evil consequences of 
his premature and precipitant as well as ncfarioiLi 
conduct, he began to consult with his offtcers upo" 
some plan which might have the effect of putting* 
stop to the further prosecution of the impewiink' 
struggle : he saw the error he had committed, i"'' 
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it was necessary that he should recover the position 
he held, before he gave his ill-advised and per- 
fidious orders for the reestablishment of slavery. 
To accomplish this, the captain-general had re- 
course again to cunning and delusion, and to every 
species of trick and artifice which his inventive mind 
could suggest : but it was a work of no ordinary 
difficulty to restore confidence, and impress the 
simple cultivators with an idea of sincerity, after 
having been guilty of the most atrocious acts of 
treachery and deceit. Something, however, it was 
imperative to try, and the usual measure of procla- 
mation was immediately decided upon as likely to 
produce the desired efiect. 

This proclamation contains the old specious de- 
claration of " Liberty and Equality to all the 
inhabitants of Saint Domingo, without regard to 
colour,^ and the most abject apology for his con- 
duct in the late contest, with an assurance that his 
ftiture intentions were of the most firiendly kind, and 
that he ardently desired to reconcile conflicting 
opinions, appease internal discord, restore peace 
to all classes of people, and place the colony in 
the most flourishing and prosperous condition^ In 
this proclamation a great deal was also said about 
a constitution that should be acceptable to the peo- 
ple, the basis of which was the old term " Liberty 
aadEquality,^ providing however, it appears, for the 
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acceptation of it by the French govemment, as i 
measure of precaution. 

It may easily be conjectured that such submis- 
sive expressions of regard and solicitude tat the 
people would be likely to accomplish the Frenchman's 
purpose, and that the negro population, in their 
rude state of ignorance, would not be able to dis- 
cover or penetrate into the designs at which he 
aimed. That this was the case with the prodamation 
of the captain-general, is most evident, for that dass 
of the people, on its being declared to them by the 
emissaries of the French that the reestablishment 
of slavery was not contemplated, and that the 
French government merely aimed at the soverdgntj 
over the island, became clamourous for arrange- 
ments, whilst the cultivators who had encountered 
much fatigue and inconvenience, and who had been 
deprived of those comforts which peace and repoee 
presented, were equally anxious for scnne unde^ 
standing by which a further prosecution a£ the war 
would be avoided. All classes seemed to concur in 
one point, that the only object for which contenticm 
and resistance to the French was justifiable, was die 
preservation of that liberty which the represent- 
atives of the French government declared to them 
in 1793, and which declaration had been confirmed 
by the national assembly of France. 

This proclamation, issued by Le Clerc on the 
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25tfa of April, 1803, confirming, as they conceived, 
their liberty, they did not consider that there 
remained fnrther cause for a continuation of the 
struggle, for the question of sovereignty was not 
one which gave them any concern. 

To the wishes of the great body of the people 
Toussaiut reluctantly submitted, and Dessalines 
gave his decided opinion that no negotiations should 
be watered into^ except for the purpose of receiving 
a proposal for the evacuation of the colony by the 
French forces. Both these chiefs doubted the sin« 
eerity of the French general, and believed that his 
propositions w^re only intended to cover more 
vigorous efforts to crush them h^eafter. In the 
mean time Christophe found it prudent, from some 
symptoms of defectioii among his troops, to open a 
negoliadoa with Le Clerc, and ofiicers were appoint- 
ed for that purpose,, when the former demanded a 
general amnesty and presanration of his own rank 
and property, as well as that of all his compatriots : 
the same to extend also to Toussaint and Dessalines. 
To this Le Clerc, after some deliberation, but with 
BO good will, acceded, and the arrangements were 
accordingly concluded. 

Toussaint imd Dessalines, after having reflected 
for a short time on their respective situations, and 
standing almost alone against the prevailing wish 
of the people, consented to the terms which had 
been granted to Christophe as a matter both of ex* 
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periroent and expediency, and thus for the pree^ 
ended the contest, which for the extent of it n 
have been justly described as the most cruel i 
Banguinary in the annals of warfare. By this p 
the island of St. Domingo is admitted to be unde 
the sovereignty of France. 

The peace being concluded, the cultivators tat 
proprietors returned to their homes, and i 
menced their labours in the soil, in the plea 
hope of being permitted to remain in the bosom vt 
their families, enjoying all those comforts of whicb 
the horrors of war had so long denied them, 
three negro chiefs, Tousaaint, Dessalines, and ChiJK 
tophe retired to their respective plantations, aficS' 
having been assured by Le Cletc, with every maik 
of sincerity, that their persons and property shonli 
be held sacred, and that instructions should W 
transmitted to them, upon which they were to t 
in their future military commands. In their retiea^ 
however, it appears that Dessalines and ChristoplM 
were far from feeling confident of their own safetyf 
they consequently did not slumber in their n 
ment; and being greatly apprehensive of the « 
sequences of the experiment into which they h 
been led, they waited, with no httle anxiety, t 
result of it. 

Credulous, and relying on the captain-generaQ 
honour, from the confidence which he had insjnie^ 
Toussaint thought of Uttle but the enjoyment < 
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repose in the bosom of his family. At his estate 
in the yicinity of Gonaives, he took up his abode, 
surrotmded by his faithful wife and endearing chil- 
dren (with the exception of his two sons who had 
been detained as hostages, and of whose fate no 
intelligence was ever received), there to indulge in 
the sweets of domestic life, after the toils and the 
cares of a protracted civil war, in which he had 
borne the most conspicuous part, and shared in all 
its extraordinary vicissitudes and all its heart- 
rending scenes of death and destruction. But his 
retirement was invaded — ^the snare was laid for him 
by the perfidious Le Clerc, and in the moment of 
sleep, unconscious and unsuspecting, he was sur- 
rounded by some troops sent for the purpose, torn 
from his bed in the dead of night, torn &om his 
faithful wife and beloved children, and hurried on 
board a frigate, there to remain until preparations 
were made for sending him to France. It was useless 
and unavailing to make any resistance, or to exclaim 
against such treachery and inhumanity: he sub- 
mitted to his fate, and left it to his countrymen to 
avenge his wrongs. He only asked for the pro- 
tection and security of his family, but they be- 
came also the objects of suspicion, and were sub- 
sequently hurried on board the same vessel with 
their father. They were all sent to France, and 
their tragical end became the subject of general 
horror and indignation throughout Europe. Le 
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Clerc, to sc^n the barbarity and atrocity of this 
act, gaye it out that Toussaint was plotting against 
the French, and was aiming, in conjunction wifli his 
other officers, to seize the first unguarded moment 
in which they might be caught^ to break the peace^ 
and to renew the combat with redoubled vigour and 
determination. 

Thus terminated the career of Toussaint. His 
end will ever blacken the pages of French his- 
tory, and leave sudi a stain on the character of its 
government that no lapse of time can effiice. His. 
tory cannot produce a more base and unjustifiaUe 
act of violence ; and it is to be hoped, fer the sake 
of humanity, its perpetrators will meet with thai; 
just execration which so much perfidy and treachery 
deserves. 



CHAPTER VI. 

The period from the seizure of Toussaint to the final 
expulsion of the French, by Dessalines, in 1803. — State 
' of cultiyation. — Commerce declined — and observations 
on the population. — Its extent. 

The dispute between the people of the island and 
the French had now assumed a different character, 
for it could no longer be designated a contest be- 
tween the revolted slaves of a colony and their 
government, but a civil war, originating in an at- 
tempt of oppression on the part of that government, 
over those inhabitants whom it had thought proper 
to declare to be, " free and equal before God, and 
before the republic.*" A conflict, I say, emanating 
from the basest act of duplicity, and from the most 
unexampled breach of faith and confidence that has 
been heard of in modem times; a conflict whiqh, in 
the sequel, proved the destruction of its authors, and 
the expulsion of the French from all property in St. 
Domingo. Our minds must be totally divested of 
all those impressions which the rebellion of the slaves 
at first created; and we must view the friture opera- 
tions of the contending parties abstractedly, and not 
as having any connexion with past events. 

M 
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Whatever might have been the instructions given 
to the captain-general Le Clerc by his master, that 
officer seems to have acted with a degree of precipi- 
tancy that must be condemned. Had the Frendi 
ruler been ever so confident in the success of an en- 
terprise as the one in which he had engaged, as t 
soldier and as a general who had commanded in t 
series of campaigns, he must have left something 
to the discretion of the officer whom he had tf- 
pointed to conduct it, and not have insisted on in 
implicit obedience to instructions that could on^ 
have been given firom a vague knowledge of the scene 
on which such enterprise was to be carried into eflect 
The success of most offensive operations depends in 
a great measure on the local information which a com* 
manding officer acquires on his arrival at the pdnt 
at which such operations are to commence ; and « 
great deal, therefore, must, I imagine, be left to hu 
judgment and discretion, without fettering him with 
instructions from which he cannot deviate, however 
injudicious and inefficient they may become, from the 
local obstacles with which he has to cont^id. Bod*- 
parte himself, I believe, never acted but as cucimh 
stances pointed out, paying but little attention to tbt 
directions which, from time to time, he reoeiyed final 
the executive government of France. I Ubisk i(| 
therefore, not unfSur to draw from this the lafiBwace 
that, on sending out his brother-in-law^ Le Ckic* t» 
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command the expedition to St Domingo, he rested 
in him the power to act as drcumstances might 
require, and as prudence and discretion might 
dictate. 

After the outrage which he committed on the 
unfortunate Toussaint and his family, the captain- 
general began to deliberate on the organization of a 
new form of government, and about the end of June, 
1802, he issued his regulations for that purpose; 
but he had forgotten that the treacherous conduct, 
of which he had so recently been guilty, remained 
unrevenged, and that the people would not submit 
to it with impunity, but resort to measures of re- 
taliation until they had satiated themselves for the 
atrocious deed. These regulations had certainly 
nothing in them new; they were merely those of 
Toussaint, re-modelled as it were, but they were 
prematurely issued, for they only tended to inflame 
the more, and to hasten that crisis which began to 
threaten the French cause in the colony. 

No sooner was the cruel seizure of Toussaint 
known, than Dessalines, Christophe, and Clerveaux 
flew to arms, collected their scattered forces, called 
the cultivators axkd others to join their standard, to 
revmige the outrage committed on thdr chief, and 
to defend themselves against the designs of the 
French general. In a few days, they found them- 
selves at the head of a large body of troops, armed 
and well equipped, and determined on a most despe* 

m2 
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irate struggle for liberty, and either to expel the 
French or perish in the attempt. The Frendi 
troops, on the other hand, were hourly diininishing 
by various diseases incident to the climate. Tbe 
officers were dying daily, and others sunk into in 
irrecoverable despondency; and a disaffected spirit 
had manifested itself amongst them, through which 
not only the privates and subaltern officers deserted 
their standards, but even generals followed the ex- 
ample. The scenes of carnage and destmctioB 
which took place are said to have shocked humanitj, 
and the atrocities of the French exceeded so modi 
the executions of their black opponents, that the 
latter seem to have entitled themselves to the dift- 
racter of being mercifiil when compared with the 
tortures inflicted by the former. 

The circumstance of the introduction of Uood- 
hounds I have heard spoken of by some who wen 
engaged in the war, and they have all declared that 
many of the statements of the cruelties said to hvrt 
been committed by them were unfounded. They veie 
brought it is true, but the blacks were prepared fiv 
them; and although in some instances in which they 
were tried they tore some persons, and abecdotdiy 
devoured a child or two, yet they were found to be 
ineffectual for the object for which they were in- 
tended, as they were shot in great numbers, so that 
at last they had but few to use, and those which were 
left were rendered useless, from the nqproes having 
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been always prepared to meet tbem. I do not mean 
by this that it at all lessened the enormity of such an 
act, on the part of the French, because it was not 
success&l ; on the contrary, the ferocity of it stands 
unmitigated, although it proved abortive. 

In the plains of the Cape, and in the city, the 
massacres by the French were beyond the powers of 
description ; and the least that can be said of the 
conduct of the agents of the French government is, 
that they must have been bereft of all feelings of 
humanity, that they were of the worst and most de- 
based of the dregs of the French people, and uur 
worthy to become the associates of even the untutored 
savage. The latter may plead natiu'e for his savage 
propensities, but the former has nothing to offer to 
lessen the magnitude of his crimes, or to efface the 
recollection of his unheard-of cruelties. 

Whilst these scenes of carnage and destruction 
were at their height, the French were daily losing 
thdr poidtions, and their force was constantly dimin- 
isUng &om the effects of the pestilence which raged 
through the whole army. The general-in-chief, who 
had for some time been in an impaired state of 
health, began visibly to sink under the ravages of 
disease, and on the 1st of November he breathed 
his last, leaving in the memory of his opponents a 
name blackened by the worst of crimes, unatoned for 
by one single virtue. 

The command of the army now devolved on Gene- 
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nl Rochambeau, who, to say the least of him, was 
a worthy successor of Le Clerc, and possessed simi- 
hir virtues. To hun, therefore, was it left to pursue 
that barbarous policy which had been introduced by 
his predecessor, and which only tended to inflame 
the ardoiu* of the black troops, without in any way 
promoting the good of the French cause. Rocham- 
beau certainly took the command at a time when it 
must have appeared that the object of the expedition 
had failed, and that the prolongation of the contest 
would be attended with no favourable result. Op- 
posed to an enemy, whose force was daily increasing, 
and whose ardour was unabated and resolution un-^ 
shaken, he had but little hopes of accomplishing 
any thing beyond acting on the defensive, until such 
reinforcements should arrive as would enable him to 
act on the offensive with some degree of e£kct; but, 
even then, there seemed not the remotest possibility 
of his being able to retrieve the positions which had 
been lost, and place his forces in such security as 
might enaUe him to provide for a retreat, should 
subsequent disasters make such an alternative abso- 
lutely necessary. 

In the early part of 1803, nothing decisive was 
done on either side. Rochambeau and Dessalines 
came in contact, and a battle ensued, in which the 
latter was successful ; but the scene of carnage and 
massacres which followed is much too painful to 
admit of beipg detailed. The French general, who 
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took about five hundred prisoners, put them all to 
deaths forgetting or careless of the fate of his own 
soldiers who were in the power of his enemy. The 
latter retaliated; and the next morning at day break, 
on as many gibbets, there were exhibited five hun- 
dred French officers and men, sacrificed through the 
savage impetuosity of their general. 

The war having broken out between England and 
France in July, a British squadron appeared off 
Cape Fran9ois and blockaded the harbour, thereby 
rendering to the blacks a most important service, 
which in a great measure contributed to accelerate 
the expulsion of the French. This squadron pre- 
cluded the possibility of the French receiving any 
supplies from the Spanish port, and the garrison and 
inhabitants of the city were therefore reduced to the 
most lamentable extremities. Every thing that could 
be found, horses, mules, afises, all had been con- 
sumed, and they were at last obliged to feed upon 
dogs. It is said " that the French were obliged for 
several weeks to subsist on those very bloodhounds, 
which they had procured for the purpose of hunting 
down the negroes.'" 

The city was at last reduced to the most melan- 
choly state from the effects of famine and disease, 
the besiegers making great exertions to intercept any 
gillies that might be on their way for the relief of 
the besieged. All hopes of eluding the vigilance of 
bis enemies having at length vanished, and exten- 
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aivo preparations having been made to take the cily 
by stonn, the French commander-in-chief began lo 
sec that there would be a necessity for offering to 
capitulate. Dessalines having received these pro- 
posals, ^reed to them, and the articles were signed 
on the 19th of November. These articles were et 
tainly highly favourable to the French, for t 
provided for the security of private property, i 
that all their sick and wounded should be c. 
attended by the blacks, and afterwards conveyed! 
France in vessels bearing a neutral flag. For i 
evacuation ten days were allowed, and Rochambc 
attempted a ruse de guerre, by which he hoped H 
evade the English squadron then blockading the 
city, but in this he totally failed. He thought tlul 
the strong and atonny winds which prevailed during 
the autumnal months, might blow off the Enj 
ships, and enable the French squadron to etcal « 
unperceived; but the English commodore saw 8 
design of the French general, and consequently B 
creased his vigilance, and began to provide a 
the attempt meditated by the French commat 

Finding that he had been too sanguine, and tl 
it was not possible to elude the vigilance of IJj 
English squadron, Rochambeau was obliged to a 
into terms with the British commodore, to avp 
the dreadfiil alternative of destruction in the li 
hour by red-hot ehot, with which he was tbreate 
firom the time agreed upon in the Articles tun 
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expired. The force which surrendered consisted of 
three frigates and nearly twenty smaller vessels, 
and prisoners to the number of about eight thou- 
sand men were taken first to Jamaica and afterwards 
to England. 

Thus ended the war between the French and the 
Uacks in St. Domingo, and thus an expedition, 
which at different periods brought out upwards of 
forty thousand men, terminated in discomfiture and 
di^race ; and which, from the conduct of the re- 
spective generals on whom the command devolved, 
will ever remain an indelible stain on the military 
character of their country. No expedition in the 
annals of that coimtry had bedh fitted out under 
more favourable and encouraging auspices, and 
respecting the success of which a greater interest 
was excited. Composed of the finest troops, and 
under the most experienced officers, a different 
termination might have been anticipated; but a 
mistaken policy having been pursued, after the 
moment of victory, the advantages which had been 
previously gained were altogether lost, and upon 
the victors was entailed the odium of defeat, toge- 
ther with the reproach of neglect, and the want of 
precaution and discernment. 

The end of December, 1803, therefore beheld 
the blacks in quiet possession of the island, after a 
struggle in which they certainly exhibited proofs of 
ddU and perseverance in the multifarious duties of 
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the field, highly creditable to their chiefs who had 
the planning of them, and to the inferior leaders tm 
whom devolyed the executive part : and it would 
be wrong not to express in proper terms, the admi- 
ration called forth by the resistance which they 
made whenever they were hard pressed by the 
French troops. They at times displayed a great 
deal of heroism and mishaken courage. Standing 
on the dead bodies of their comrades, th^ were 
often seen fighting man to man with the FrenclL 
Such real determination to protect their liberty wai 
never contemplated by the French ; the cdonisti, 
who had been the promoters of the expedition, 
always represented the negro character as being 
completely deficient in couri^e, and destitute of 
every necessary ingredient for making soldiers. In 
part this may be true, but examples of individual 
bravery among the negro population were not want^ 
ing to negative the first charge ; and although die 
last may be partially admitted, still time and expe- 
rience had made them efficient for the field, and 
the sequel has sufficiently proved that, at the eva- 
cuation of the island, the negro troops were in a 
state of discipline but little in&rior to the Viendi, 
and in point of courage equaL Looking at them 
in other respects, and taking into consideration 
that they were men, who before, nay even at that 
time, were in the grossest state of ignorance and 
moral degradation, our astonishment is ezcitad» 
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when we find that in the moment of rage and 
revenge they often refrained from acts of cruelty 
and torture, whilst their insatiable enemies were 
committing the most shocking and unfeeling bar- 
barities. 

It is fairly to be presumed, that during the war 
but little time could be devoted to the cultivation 
of the soil, and that every thing relating to it must 
have been neglected and have dwindled into a very 
backward state, and that this was the case I believe 
is generally known, for the cultivators were obliged 
to fly to arms, and were scarcely ever permitted 
during the struggles to return to their homes ; the 
only persons, therefore, who could employ them- 
selves on their plantations were the females, and 
such of their children as were too yoimg to carry 
arms. But the efforts of these were not of much 
use, for such was the destruction which accom- 
panied the movements of the parties at war, that the 
estates were laid waste on each side of the line of 
march for some miles. Every operation of agricul- 
ture was therefore in a very languid state, and 
the apprehension under which people laboured was 
so great that they thought not of any productions 
beyond what they required for their own sustenance: 
having no inducement to look forward, they only 
guarded against present wants. 

It is represented by many intelligent persons 
amongst the people of colour, and in particular by 
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the late Baron D , who was secretary to Chris- 

tophe, and a man of considerable talent and of 
the most unquestionable veracity, that the succes- 
sors of Toussaint had not that influence over the 
cultivators which their predecessor had, and that 
neither persuasion nor the expectation of gain could 
prevail upon them to return to their agricultural 
employment: and that immediately after the war, it 
would have been impolitic, if not utterly impracti- 
cable, to have enforced it, as any thing like coerdon 
at that moment, when the minds of the people were 
in a ferment, might have been attended with the 
most disastrous consequences. 

Commerce too had also been suspended for the 
want of articles of exchange for the manu&ctures 
of Europe and the provisions of America, and 
during the existence of the struggle foreigners were 
deterred from adventuring to any extent, idsnug 
the consequences resulting from such an unsettled 
state of things. 

Toussaint certainly made great eflbrts to revive 
commerce as well as agriculture, and until he was 
treacherously seized by the French, he certain^ 
promoted both to an extent which, when the state 
of the country and the agitation of the people 
are weighed, appears somewhat surprising, and of 
which I shall hereafter give a specification. The 
system adopted by Toussaint was not dissimilar to 
that which appears to prevail in Russia, wh^ the 
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peasantry are attached to the soil, " adscript! 
glebae^^; and he acted wisely by doing so on account 
of his people, of whose innate love of indolence he 
was no mean judge, and he was anxious to remove 
it, to promote industry and stimulate exertion. 

The population of St. Domingo at this period 
had greatly diminished; the natural increase had 
been very small, and the ravages of war had caused 
the loss of a great many, besides the emigration 
which had taken place under the protection of the 
French. The entire population in 1802, as esti- 
mated by M. Rumboldt, was three hundred and 
seventy-five thousand ; of which two hundred and 
ninety thousand were cultivators, forty-seven thou- 
sand seven hundred domestics, sailors, &c. and thirty- 
seven thousand three hundred soldiers. Sy a sub- 
sequent statement of the population of the island in 
the year 1803, immediately after the expulsion of the 
French, and of which a note was given to me by an 
individual who was about the person of Dessalines 
at the time of his accession to the chief command, 
the number appears to have been about three hun- 
dred and forty-eight thousand, of which two hun- 
dred and seventy-two thousand were cultivators, 
thirty-five thousand soldiers, and the remainder 
were composed of domestics, artisans, and a few 
sailors. The difierence between these two state- 
ments of twenty-seven thousand in so short a time 
appears large, but the destruction of men must have 
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been very great indeed during that period, from the 
extraordinary rancour which existed in the French, 
and from their cruel determination to give no 
quarter, but to pursue a system of extermination 
until they had completely destroyed all those who 
were inimical to their interest. The emigration to 
the Spanish part of the island was also considerable; 
many fled thither to avert the impending blow, and 
to save themselves from the fate which awaited those 
who had been wavering in the cause of Uberty. 
The successors of Toussaint they were aware would 
visit them with the heaviest penalties, and from 
the known ferocity of Dessalines they had to expect 
but little mercy, his character among his farethien 
for barbarity and thirst for blood and revenge being 
too well established not to be greatly dreaded. 

I shall now proceed to take a short review of die 
proceedings of the succeeding chiefs who governed 
the island after this time. In doing so, I shall ab- 
stain from any reference to military operations, ex* 
cept in cases where it may be required for the 
clearer illustration of my sulgect. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Independence declared. — Dessalines attempts to take the 
dty of Santo Domingo. — ^Raised to the imperial dignity, 
— New constitution. — ^His atrocious massacres. — ^At- 
tempts to import negroes from Africa. — ^Encourages 
cultivators. — Census taken. — State of his army. — His 
death and character. 

The independence of Hayti was declared on the 
Ist of January, 1804, and the first step taken by 
Dessalines, who had been vested with the chief com- 
mand, was to endeavour to stop the emigration 
which was going on, and remove the delusion under 
which the blacks were labouring. For this purpose 
he caused it to be made generally known, that all 
previous opinions would be buried in oblivion, 
and those who had been allured to take part with 
the enemies of the colony, and had been induced 
to emigrate &om apprehension of the consequences 
which such conduct might entail upon them, were 
invited to return to their homes, being assured of 
protection and security ; at the same time, however, 
he gave it out, that all those who were disposed to 
accompany the French army were at liberty to do 
so, and should be allowed to depart immolested. 
This augured favourably, and many took advantage 
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of this declaration of clemency, who afterwards had 
to regret their credulity and condemn their own 
want of foresight and discretion. 

To give a colour of clemency and humanity to this 
declaration of the black general-in-chief, and to 
stamp it with the mark of sincerity, another pro- 
clamation was issued signed by Dessalines, Chiis- 
tophe, and Clerveaux, a mulatto, in which the in- 
dependence of the colony is declared, and en- 
couragement given to the emigrants to return to 
their properties. It says, ^^ towards those men who 
do us justice, we will act as brothers; let them relyfiir 
ever on our esteem and friendship; let them retmn 
amongst us. The God who protects us, the God 
of freemen, bids us stretch out towards them our 
conquering arms.*" Allured by a prodamatioB 
which held out a promise of security and protection, 
many returned from the interior of the islaod, 
whither they had fled for safety. 

As a great many freemen of colour, as well as 
slaves, had emigrated to the United States at the 
commencement of the revolution, and as many had 
manifested a desire to return, but were without the 
means of accomplishing it, Dessalines devised t 
plan to enable them to do so ; but this plan does 
not appear to have succeeded, for there is no au- 
thentic proof that any of them ever returned : it is 
on the contrary known, that although the emissaiiesof 
Dessalines were industriously employed in Americsi 
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first endured the most dreadful violation^ and then 
wefe bayoneted and most shockingly mangled. 

Military execution is at all times, and in all coun- 
tries la be greatly dreaded. It is always attended 
with those appalling ^lormities and barbarities, 
which make it the scourge of those nations which 
resort to it ; it shews not the least mercy to either 
the innocent, the child, or the female with all her 
sweetness and charms, but all are indiscriminately 
the otgects of its ravages, and the innocent with the 
guilty feel its atrocious influence, without being able 
to avert its vengeance and fory. In Hayti the e£- 
fects of it must have been heavy indeed, and from 
die fact of its having been perpetrated by people 
who were little advanced over the unlettered savage 
of the desert, its consequences must have been hor- 
rible beyond the powers of language to describe. 
The measures which the merciless Dessalines adopt- 
ed were enough to deter people from expressing their 
abhorrence for such vindictive proceedings. He 
made all his officers assume the capacity of spies, 
and in consequence, it became dangerous even to 
speak ; all therefore being silent spectators of his 
enormities, he took it for granted that they ap- 
proved, whilst fear alone prevented them from loudly 
pronouncing their abhorrence and detestation of his 
most flagitiou£f conduct. 

This cta&y and execrable monster had recourse 
to one of the most diabdical acts recorded in the 

N 2 
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the most ferodous tyrant that ever afflicted the in- 
habitants of any country. Those who had emigrated 
to America, I think, would have returned, had the 
proposition for their doing so been made by way 
other of the chiefs ; but coming from such a wretch 
as Dessalines, it deterred instead of having en- 
couraged them. 

A short time after Dessalines had been inyested 
with the chief command, he began to discard ill 
the appellations which were used in the time of the 
French, and Hayti, the name given to the isfamd 
by the Aborigines, was adopted instead of Samt 
Domingo, and he was severe in the extreme towudi 
any one who might by the smallest and purest ac- 
cident use any of the abrogated terms. This was 
followed by a general call on the people to revenge 
the wrongs which they had endured, and to exe- 
cute vengeance upon those whom they conceived to 
have been the authors of it. The white Frendi 
people, therefore, were indiscriminately sacrificed, 
not indeed by the inhabitants or cultivators, who 
preferred peace, and wished clemency to be shewn to- 
wards all, but by the troops, headed by their officers, 
^od imder the orders of the general-in-chief. No 
age nor sex was spared: the brutal soldiera, led on 
by their merciless officers, ran from door to door, 
and left not one alive whom they could find within; 
the females, whose amiable softness might have 
stayed the hand of the savage in his native wilds. 
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first endured the most dreadful violation^ and then 
were bayoneted and most shockingly mangled. 

Military execution is at all times, and in all coun- 
tries t» be greatly dreaded. It is always attended 
with those appalling ^lormities and barbarities, 
which make it the scourge of those nations which 
resort to it ; it shews not the least mercy to either 
the innocent, the child, or the female with all her 
sweetness and charms, but all are indiscriminately 
tibe objects of its ravages, and the innocent with the 
guilty feel its atrocious influence, without being able 
to avert its vengeance and fory. In Hayti the e£- 
fects of it must have been heavy indeed, and from 
die fact of its having been perpetrated by people 
who were little advanced over the unlettered savage 
of the desert, its consequences must have been hor- 
rible beyond the powers of language to describe. 
The measures which the merciless Dessalines adopt- 
ed were enough to deter people from expressing their 
abhorrence for such vindictive proceedings. He 
made all his officers assume the capacity of spies, 
and in consequence, it became dangerous even to 
speak ; all therefore being silent spectators of his 
enormities, he took it for granted that they ap- 
proved, whilst fear alone prevented them from loudly 
pronouncing their abhorrence and detestation of his 
most flagitious conduct. 

This crafty and execrable monster had recourse 
to one of the most diabolical acts recorded in the 

N 2 
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annals of history, for the purpose of collecting all 
those people together, who had escaped from the 
military massacres. He gave it out by a proclama- 
tion, that as he intended to stay his vengeance tot 
the sufferings to which his brethren had been ex- 
posed, all those who had escaped execution under 
his military decree, should appear at an appointed 
spot for the purpose of receiving tickets, whidi 
might in future protect them from the vengeance of 
the people; and many who had been fortonate 
enough to escape, as they thought, in the fint 
massacre, became the victims of the second; fiir no 
sooner did these unsuspecting and deluded creatuiei 
obtain what they conceived an assurance that their 
lives would be spared, than leaving their hiding 
places, they ran with eagerness to the place an- 
nounced for issuing the tickets, when they were 
immediately seized and led away for instant execu- 
tion. Before he perpetrated so deliberate, base, 
cool blooded, and horrible an act, even Nero woold 
have paused ; but the infamous and blood thirs^ 
negro Dessalines secretly rejoiced at the success of 
his inhuman stratagem. 

Another of this monster's acts of barbarity is re- 
corded. A young Frenchman, the son of a very opu- 
lent planter, had escaped during the early part of the 
revolution, with his father and the rest of his fiunily, 
to Jamaica, where he had followed the occupation of 
a clerk in a mercantile house in Kingston. On its 
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being known that all persons were invited back to 
their native country, he adopted the resolution to 
go up to Fort au Prince, and procure leave to settle 
there. Speaking English fluently, he obtaineda clerk- 
dap in the counting-house of an English merchant 
in that city. After having been there for some time, 
the monster heard of him, and it was intimated that 
he was a Frenchman. When he was sent for to ap- 
pear at the government-house, the young man com- 
plied, and attended at the time appointed. Dessa- 
lines received him in the presence of his numerous 
officers, and told him that he had sent for him to 
ascertain if he were a Frenchman. The young man 
replied in the negative, and that he was a native of 
Jamaica, bom of French parents, and had come to 
the city as a clerk to an establishment connected 
with the house in which he had lived in that 
island. Dessalines expressed much regret at the dis- 
appointment he felt, said he hoped to discover in 
him the son of a planter of his name, from whom 
he, Dessalines, had received much kindness, and 
who had once saved his life; and stated that he was 
most anxious to learn if any of the family were 
living, that he might be enabled to shew his grati- 
tude, by restoring them to their estates, and afford- 
ing them encouri^ement and protection. The 
young man elated with this expression of kindness 
and good will, and in the moment of credulous joy, 
declared. himself to be the son of the man whom he 
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had represented as having been his bene&ctor. The 
inhuman savage with a kugh which resounded 
through the whole apartment, and jumping, as he 
was wont to do whenever he had succeeded in en- 
trapping an individual, from his chair, ordered the 
young man to be bayoneted in his presence, which 
was instantly done, whilst he looked on with the 
most ferocious coimtenance, indicatiye of the inwnd 
satisfaction he felt in having sacrificed anodier 
victim on the altar of revenge. 

It is certain that Dessalines willingly took upon 
himself the responsibility of all these enormities; 
he even gloried in them, boasted that he had in* 
ilicted them on the French, and alleged that his 
predecessor Toussaint had been too lenient and too 
backward in his measures against those who opposed 
his cause. In his subsequent proclamation, he 
claims to himself the whole merit of these atrodons 
proceedings, and declares that in fixture he viB 
admit no Europeans to hold property in the colony. 
That part of his proclamation is extremely haisb, 
and shews the malignancy of his nature, and his 
hatred of the whites ; it states, as the translation 
from another author has it: ^^ Generals, officeny 
soldiers, somewhat unlike him who has preceded me, 
the ex-general Toussaint L'Ouverture, I have been 
faithful to the promise I have made to you when 
I took up arms against tyranny, and whilst a spnl 
of life remains in me I will keep my oath. Never 
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again shall a colonist or European set his foot upon 
this territory, with the title of master or proprietor. 
This resolution shall henceforward form the funda- 
mental basis of our constitution.^* 

When all the massacres were at an end, he began 
to turn his attention towards restoring the country 
to some degree of tranquillity, after the injuries 
which it had sustained by the war, and to endeavour, 
if possible, to remove the fears under which the peo- 
ple seemed to labour, from the apprehension of a 
fixture interruption of their quiet and repose. He 
therefore determined to visit all parts under his 
oonunand, and to make those arrangements which 
had a tendency, not only to augment the wealth of 
the island, but also to promote the welfare of his 
people, and inspire confidence in his future govern- 
ment. So commendable an act was certainly en- 
titled to the highest praise and consideration, but 
emanating from so execrable a character it seemed 
paradoxical, and many questioned his sincerity, and 
were apprehensive that he contemplated measures 
of a contrary tendency. In the present instance, 
howeyer, he was not dissembling, for he evinced 
more than common anxiety for the reestablishment 
of agriculture, and held out to the people the high 
advantages that were to be derived from their per- 
sonal exertions in the culture of their lands ; and 
for the purpose of stimulating them, he assure^ 

* Aoonymous. 
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them of his intention to encourage an intercourse 
with the United States and England, in order to 
open a vent for their own productions, and to ensure 
on better terms the purchase of those articles of 
foreign growth and manufacture of which they stood 
in need. This seems to have l>een particularly of I 
fered for his consideration by some American n 
chants of respectability, with whom Dessalines fi 
quently held conferences on subjects having aq 
ference to his future government: aikl it has I 
communicated to me by one of them, that he * 
notwithstanding his irascible temper, very alte 
to their representations, and shewed great defetij 
for their opinions, and frequently acted upon 6 
in matters of commerce, when he found them 4 
sietent with the poHcy wliich he meant to pur 
otherwise he heard them deliberate upon them, J 
if he thought they proposed any thing to which 1^ 
could not readily concur, he would freely statell 
objections, but always expressed himself Ifaankf 
Ailer a short period had elapsed, he i 
began to concert measures for the reduction of t 
Spanish part of the island. The city of Sanlu 
Domingo had rendered ineffectual all the eflbrta uf 
the blacks to sow dissensions among the { 
There were but few slaves in this part of the is 
and those were living in so great a state of ei 
with the people, that slavery was only known I 
name, and they evinced no desire whatevf 
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off their adherence to their masters, and join their 
farethren of the west. Both these parties united in 
thdr resolution to oppose the tyrant, whom they 
equally detested, should he appear before Santo 
Domingo. At last Dessalines laid siege to the city, 
Tainly conceiving that the terror of his name and 
the extent of his achievements would deter the peo- 
ple firom making any resistance, and that they would 
surrender on his first appearance before it, on being 
assured of his protection and friendship. But in this 
he was ^regiously deceived, for the besieged made 
strong preparations for defence, and determined on 
the most vigorous efforts to repel his attacks. In 
the mean time a reinforcement having arrived from 
France, proved a very seasonable succour to the in- 
habitants; this induced Dessalines to raise the siege 
and return to the west, without having been able to 
carry into effect this last design, which caused him 
no little chagrin and disappointment. 

His tour through the country, and his incursion 
to the Spanish part of the island, were followed in 
a short time by his elevation to the imperial dignity; 
on the 8th of October, 1804, with great parade and 
splendour, he was crowned " Emperor of Hayti.** 
His elevation to the imperial throne was recog- 
nized in the following year by the new constitution, 
and being proclaimed immediately throughout the 
island, the announcement was received with little or 
no enthusiasm. 
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of this declaration of clemency, who afterwards Ij 
to regret their credulity and condemn their ( 
want of foresight and discretion. 

To give a colour of clemency and humanity to tl 
declaration of the black general-in-chief, 
titfunp it with the mark of sincerity, another pro- 
clamation was issued signed by Dessalines, Chri;- 
tophe, and Clerveaux, a mulatto, in which the i a- 
dependencG of the colony is declared, and 4 
couragement given to the emigrants to retuntl 
their properties. It says, " towards those men w 
do usjustice, we will act as brothers; let them rely fit 
ever on our esteem and friendship; let them reW 
amongst us. The God who protects us, the C 
of freemen, bids us stretch out towards them o 
conquering arms." Allured by a proclan 
which held out a promise of security and prote 
many returned from the interior of the 
whither they had fled for safety. 

As a great many freemen of colour, as well] 
slaves, had emigrated to the United States at ^ 
commencement of the revolution, and as many D 
manifested a desire to return, but were without I; 
means of accomplishing it, DcssaHnes devi 
plan to enable them to do so ; but this plan i 
not appear to have succeeded, for there is no l 
thentic proof that any of them ever returned : 
on the contrary known, that although the emissarieall 
Dessalines were industriously employed in America 



CWAP. VII.] OE SAINT DOMINGO. 177 

but very few of the negroes and people of colour 
availed themselves of the advantages which were so 
glowingly held out to them ; doubting the sincerity 
of the general-in-chief on the one hand, and on the 
other, living in some degree of comfort and tran- 
quillity with their new masters, they had no wish to 
try an experiment by which they might lose a great 
deal, and gain nothing. As it afterwards turned out, 
thehr decision was prudent and wise, for it was no 
doubt the aim of the inhuman Dessalines to make 
them all objects of his brutal ferocity, and this was 
the impression of those who were beyond the reach 
of his vengeance; they could never be inspired 
with the hope of safety, were they to give up the 
hold of which they had obtained possession. To 
hazard a security, by visionary schemes of improve- 
ment is a proof of weakness and indiscretion ; and 
those who had obtained that security were deter- 
mined to preserve it, by not listening to the pro- 
posals of the negro chief. Had such a proposal 
been made by Toussaint, many, from an innate love 
of their native soil, would no doubt have accepted 
it ; bat a proposition from a man so base and san- 
guinary as Dessalines, surely, could never have 
finmd one individual who would have had faith or 
confidence in it It is evident, that he meditated 
the destruction of all those who returned, and that 
too in the most cruel and brutal way ; such a thing 
mercy formed no constituent of the character of 

N 
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the most ferocious tyrant that ever afflicted the m- 
habitants of any country. Those who had emigrated 
to America, I think, would have returned, had the 
proposition for their doing so been made by any 
other of the chiefs ; but coming from such a wretch 
as Dessalines, it deterred instead of having en- 
coiu*aged them. 

A short time after Dessalines had been inyested 
with the chief command, he began to discard all 
the appellations which were used in the time of the 
French, and Hayti, the name given to the idind 
by the Aborigines, was adopted instead of Saint 
Domingo, and he was severe in the extreme towaidi 
any one who might by the smallest and purest ac- 
cident use any of the abrogated terms. This iraa 
followed by a general call on the people to revenge 
the wrongs which they had endured, and to exe- 
cute vengeance upon those whom they conceived to 
have been the authors of it. The white Frendi 
people, therefore, were indiscriminately sacrificed, 
not indeed by the inhabitants or cultivators, who 
preferred peace, and wished clemency to be shewn to- 
wards all, but by the troops, headed by their officers, 
and under the orders of the general-in-chief. No 
age nor sex was spared: the brutal soldiers, led oa 
by their merciless officers, ran from door to door* 
and left not one alive whom they could find witUii; 
the females, whose amiable softness might have 
stayed the hand of the savage in his native wilda, 
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first endured the most dreadful violation^ and then 
were bayoneted and most shockuigly mangled. 

Military execution is at all times, and in all coun- 
tries^ to be greatly dreaded. It is always attended 
with those appalling enormities and barbarities, 
which make it the scourge of those nations which 
resort to it ; it shews not the least mercy to either 
the innocait, the child, or the female with all her 
sweetness and charms, but all are indiscriminately 
the objects of its ravages, and the innocent with the 
guilty feel its atrocious influence, without being able 
to avert its vengeance and fiiry. In Hayti the ef- 
fectB of it must have been heavy indeed, and from 
the fact of its having been perpetrated by people 
who were little advanced over the unlettered savage 
of the desert, its consequences must have been hor- 
rible beyond the powers of language to describe. 
The measures which the merciless Dessalines adopt- 
ed were enough to deter people from expressing their 
abhorrence for such vindictive proceedings. He 
made all his officers assume the capacity of spies, 
and in consequence, it became dangerous even to 
speak ; all therefore being silent spectators of his 
enormities, he took it for granted that they ap- 
proved, whilst fear alone prevented them from loudly 
pronouncing their abhorrence and detestation of his 
moat fli^tious conduct. 

ThiB crafty and execrable monster had recourse 
to OM of the most diabdical acts recorded in the 

N 2 
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than any thing I have seen, and that the conduct 
pursued by Dessalines towards the cultiTaton, 
though he wished it to be understood that he wm 
anxious for their welfiiie^ was harsh and severe in 
the extreme, and that those who worked on the 
government estates felt it so. It has been com- 
municated to me by an individual who managed one 
of the properties held by the government, Aat 
Dessalines, who well knew the work which could 
be performed by one man, had a regular daily return 
sent in to him of the quantum of work done, and 
should there have been any relaxation from the day 
before, he broke out into a torrent of abuse, and 
often sentenced the negligent negroes, as a poniab- 
ment, to labour on the public roads. 

The greater portion of the labour bestowed upon 
the soil was confined to the cultivation of oo^ 
The sugar plantations having been destroyed and the 
works demolished, but little sugar was now made in 
proportion to the quantity produced in the time of 
the French, as will be shewn hereafter in my ge- 
neral remarks upon the agricultural state of the 
country, and the specifications of the returns at 
the respective periods. 

Dessalines, it is said, paid some attention to the 
clergy, although he was but little better than an 
infidel. He gave strict injunctions that all persons 
should be attentive to the celebration of paUic 
worship, and particularly observe the sabbath. 
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This WHS a measure dictated by policy, for the bet- 
ter preserving order, and keeping the people in a 
tranquil state. He went through the exterior 
forms of religious worship as a matter of necessity, 
and as an example to his subjects, but not from 
any inward feelings of devotion or regard for 
religion. He encouraged marriage as much as 
possible among his people, and rigidly exacted at- 
tention to it, and endeavoured to impress his 
people with the impropriety of sensuality and 
voluptuousness; but in his own person he appears to 
have been the most depraved and most licentious 
man in the country. 

The army of the emperor did not form a very 
powerftd body. His standing force after the con- 
clusion of the war did not exceed twenty thousand 
men, of infantry and cavalry. The militia, or, as 
they were formerly termed, the national guards, 
were numerous, because every man from the age of 
sixteen to fifly was obliged to assemble four times a 
year, and undergo a regular service of training for 
several days at each period, when they returned to 
their usual avocations. His troops were active, well 
disciplined and armed, but their clothing was of 
the coarsest kind, and at all times in the very worst 
oondition. All the fortifications in the different 
parts of the island he endeavoured to put in a pro- 
per state of defence, lest the French should make 
notber descent, of which they were at times very 
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apprehensive, and he took care to keep all the pro- 
yision grounds in the vicinity of the several fiut- 
nesses in the mountains in a good state, that the 
different garrisons might be well supplied with pro- 
visions in case it should, at any subsequent period, 
become necessary to resort to them for secuii^. 
The good old maxim, that the best security for the 
preservation of peace is always to be prepared &r 
war, seems not to have been fiirgotten by Demt^ 
lines, or by those on whom the executive part of 
his government devolved. 

Although Dessalines, impressed at last by a sense 
of his own enormities, endeavoured to make some 
atonement for them, yet the people, who had so 
often experienced the severity of his mandates, sad 
dreaded a recurrence of similar measures, secredy 
detested him as a savage and a tyrant, under whom 
it was not possible to expect happiness or repose; 
and any indication of mildness and humanity was 
only considered the forerunner of some atrodous 
crime which he meditated. Wearied out by his 
suspicions and jealousies, deprived of friends and 
connexions who were often snatched from them, and 
hurried to an immediate execution, without e?ai 
the semblance of judicial proceedings having been 
instituted against them, the people at last deter- 
mined to dethrone him, and aided by his troops, 
who could no longer submit to his caprices and his 
tyranny, they conspired against him, and in die 
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vidnity of Port au Prince^ and at no great distance 
from the north gate of the city, he was killed by 
one of his own soldiers, on the 17^^ of October, 
180& 

The individual who shot him was a mulatto 
youth, whom I have seen, and who at the time of 
the tyrant^s death did not exceed fifteen years of 
age. He was attached to the militia, and was in 
ambush at the time of Dessalines^ advance at the 
head of his staff, accompanied by some soldiers* 
The moment they saw their master fisill, some of 
them attempted to revenge his death, but they met 
a similar fate: others rejoiced at an event which 
appeared to them merely in the light of just retri- 
bution for crimes of unparalleled inhumanity and 
atrocity. 

Dessalines had been a slave ; his master was a 
carpenter, or shingler, somewhat like a tiler in 
England* He was short, but very stoutly formed, 
and capable of undergoing more than the ordinary 
fiitigue of men. His capacity was not extensive, 
rising but little, if at all, above mediocrity ; he could 
neither read nor write, with the exception of being 
capable of »gning his name. His military talents 
had more the appearance of daring movements, 
than of judicious and well planned operations ; and 
he more often succeeded by his own courage and 
example, than by the superiority of his arrange- 
ments. His activity was surprising, and the cele- 

o 
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^TT iris: -v^nrx » nvved fiom one point of his 
mmmxmi. t? inctSao'* sstmislied eren Ids enemies. 
Hf v^ Tcsz. izccaaQfB^ and fimd <if flattery; 
jxni rtuEe 'na ^w^sre Bost ftrvud to compliment 
Vm iir 1^ cxsEEsar csbdEdimaitSy to whidilie 
wv» exzeefEneEr acsesiiTe, veie certun of beii^ 
. nT- . n-'cafd bxso Ms frmor. His last wife, fer he bad 
lieei rv5ce marned. is dov firii^ in Port aa Piinoe 
in Kvipan enCy aziid widi a Tcnr small income. She 
s qaroe mestected br die fvesent goYemment, to its 
faerace* ssbe had oficn been the means of staying 
cbe Mtwdr hand ef her husband, vhen he was about 
tL> sgn an order fer the indiscriminate execution of 
the whites and mnlattoes. She bears the marks of 
a negress who at one time was extremely handscmie, 
and her exterior must hare been commanding : she 
is rather abore die middle siie of females, bat not 
too talL nor yet too large in proportion. The white 
inhabitants of Port an Prince, and particolaify 
strangers who occarionally visit it, never fail to at- 
tempt to obtain a sight of her, as her name and 
her character excite a great deal of interest, and 
sorely entitle her to the best support of the existiif 
government, which boasts — and it is only an empty 
boast— of being generous to those who have rendered 
the country a service. 



CHAPTER VIIL 

Christophe takes the command. — His officers of govern- 
ment. — Promotes agriculture and commerce. — Petion 
opposes him. — Cessation of arms mutually agreed upon. 
— Christophe crowned king. — Code Henry. — Baron de 
Vastey's opinions. — Commissioners from France. — Con- 
duct to them. — Christophe pursues his system of govern- 
menL — Petion relaxes in his. — His offers to the British 
government. — State of his dominions. — Has recourse to 
a debased currency. — Consequences. — His death.— 
Christophe negotiates for the possession of the Spanish 
part. — Revolution in hit dominions. — His death. 

Whek Dessalines fell, the people seemed to con- 
sider that they were released from the most abject 
and oppressive tyranny, and the event was celebrated 
with the greatest demonstrations of joy ; and satis- 
&ction and comfort were observed in the counte- 
nances of the people, whilst the soldiers congratulated 
each other on being relieved from a state of servi- 
tude almost insupportable. It was no doubt a most 
fortunate event for the liberty of the people, and 
thdr exultations therefore cannot be in the least a 
matter of astonishment. 

There was one evil however which they had not 
to contend with in the time of Dessalines, a com- 
petition for the chief command. He had kept all 

o 2 
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in subordination by the terror of his name, none 
daring to oppose him; and consequently, so long u 
the people attended to the duties of their station, 
and remained passive observers of the measures of 
his government, they were not molested ; but after 
his death, civil war was rekindled, and their repose 
much disturbed, and consequently their avocatums 
for a time were again partially suspended. 

Christophe, who had been next in conunand to 
Dessalines, and who, during the period of Tous- 
sainfs sway, displayed great skill and activity at 
the head of the troops under his command, and to 
whom was entrusted the defence of the city of Cape 
Francois, on the arrival of the French army under 
Le Clerc, now assumed the supreme command in 
Hayti, and from his spirit and talent he seemed 
better qualified for. this important trust than any 
other of the officers attached to the goyemment 
At this period he stood very high in the estimatioB 
of the people, and his humanity, with his moial 
and religious conduct, had difiused a generd satii- 
faction and approval of his elevation. His braveqr 
was indisputable, as he had upon several trying 
occasions manifested a degree of oouragei which 
inspired his troops with confidence and his oountiy 
with admiration. His assumption of the supreDe 
command was therefore pleasing to his countEymen, 
who were not backward in proving that his elevatioB 
met with their universal concurrence, and that diey 
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looked forward for the most flourishing and happy 
times from an event so auspicious. 

Christophe displayed great judgment and good 
sense at the very beginning of his government by 
calling around him men of talent, both black and 
coloured, whether they had been at all times at- 
tached to the cause of independence, or, on the con^ 
trary, had on some occasions been ranged in oppo- 
sition to it. He made no distinction; he looked for 
men of abilities wherever they could be found, and 
he had no aversion for even the whites (unless they 
were French, of whom he was always suspicious 
from their intriguing characters), having several of 
them near him, with whom he would often consult 
on matters of state policy, and on his future views 
with r^[ard to agriculture, commerce, and matters 
of finance. To these persons he always paid implicit 
attention, deliberated upon every subject which they 
thought it prudent to suggest, and otherwise evinced 
a confidence in them, which in return inspired re* 
spect for his authority and an attachment for his per- 
son* With one of his secretaries, Mons. Dupuy, 
afterwards Baron Dupuy, I have had some conversa- 
tion on subjects connected with the history of his 
country. He was a man of education and of great 
natural talents ; had acquired considerable informa- 
tion on matters of government, and seemed to pos- 
sess no little degree of knowledge of the politics and 
views of the European cabinets. His mind was well 
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Stored with historical information, and he was sen- 
sible of the way by which his country was to exalt 
herself in the estimation of the world. He looked 
upon it to be the first duty of the executive to devise 
plans for the encouragement of agriculture, and h 
the extension of commerce; and he left no means 
untried to endeavour to open an intercourse vith 
those countries from which there was a probabilitjr 
of deriving advantages, and with England in parti- 
cular, which he highly extolled. To Mons. Dupny, 
Christophe looked up with attention ; and althougH 
he was a man of colour, which, as some have in- 
sinuated, was objectionable, not one in his suite I^ 
ceived more attention, for there was not one who 
could be more serviceable : as the chief ^s interpreter 
too he was invaluable, and no man could have been 
more faithful towards his master* 

De Vastey, another of his secretaries, was also i 
man of strong natural understanding, and a work 
described as his ^^ Reflections on the Blacks and 
Whites'', with his notes, printed at Cape Haytoan, 
1814, shews, that he possessed no little acquaintance 
with history, and that he was not without some 
knowledge of mankind in most countries, as well as 
of the opinions entertained in Europe on the aftirs 
of his country. De Vastey is now living at the Cape 
in retirement, and is exceedingly attentive to the 
English residents, for whom he has a very high re- 
spect and veneration. He is a black. 
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Mons. PrcYost, afterwards Count Limonde, and 
secretary for foreign affairs, exhibited proofs of a 
very strong mind, and displayed considerable 
knowledge in political matters, as his state papers 
particularly exemplify: in him also Christophe 
placed great confidence, and to him he entrusted the 
entire r^ulation of his foreign communications; and 
in doing so, he shewed that he confided in a servant 
of no ordinary judgment and discretion, who seemed 
to be impressed with a sense of the importance of his 
duties, and shewed a great desire to acquit himself 
to the satisfaction of his chief, and to ensure the re- 
spect of his countrymen. 

With such men as these, imd one or two others, 
English and Americans, Christophe generally con- 
ferred, and to their suggestions for his fixture plans 
of governing, he generally, if not always, acceded : 
and it is not a matter therefore of any surprise if 
the regulations with which he commenced his career 
should be marked by great judgment, discretion, 
and good policy. 

The first step of Christophe was to assume the 
plain andsimple designation of ^^ Chief of the Govern- 
ment of Hayti ^, under which, and not the imperial 
dignity, it was his determination to govern ; and he 
made the most prompt arrangements for imme- 
diately endeavouring to establish a commercial un- 
derstanding with Great Britain and the United 
States. To effect this object he expressed the 
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greatest anxiety to several of the officers of the 
Biitish men-of-war who frequented the port of tbe 
Cape, and to whom lie always shewed the greatesi 
courtesy and civility. To the Americans who wert 
about him, and who had taken up their residence at 
the Cape for the purjwse of carrying on their 
mercial dealings with the people, he aho expTCi 
a similar desire ; and the latter, always on the 
to commimicate any thing likely to extend the 
mercial intercourse of their countrj', inime< 
undertook to transmit his wish to their govemi 
bat the proposition made to the British did nol 
that time receive an inimediate acquiescence, 
it been consistent with the British colonial ini 
to enter into a. commercial treaty at this time, 
is no doubt, I think, of one having been concli 
which would have insured to Great Britain privi 
of trade that would not have been conceded to 
other country. Every man connected with the 
vernment, and who had any weight with Chri* 
tophe, considered it of paramount congequcnce thai 
the countenance of England should be gained, if] 
sible, and that it was expedient that such adi 
tages should be oilered as would induce tlist 
to enter into a commercial treaty with them, wili- 
out at all adverting to the effect it might prodoM 
on other powers: but it does not appear ihtt 
Guch measures were ever adopted, and it Ib 
sumed, that an intimation wss given from m 
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doubted quarter, that no propositions could be re- 
cdved by the British government at that juncture in 
consequence of the effect it might produce in their 
own colonies. The matter, therefore, remained in 
suspense, and Christophe began to turn his attention 
to other important measures for the aggrandizement 
of his country. 

His first address teemed with sentiments which 
did honour to the feelings by which he was actuated. 
It was dated the 24th of October, 1806, and set 
forth the system which he intended to pursue with 
respect to commerce. It proclaimed certain free 
ports, and that the flag of all nations would be re- 
spected, and property protected; that personal 
security was pledged; and that the odious law, 
passed by his predecessor Dessalines, which esta- 
blished exdusive consignments in the citizens of the 
country, was abrogated, and that every individual 
should be privileged to place his property in the 
hands of his own factor, who should have the fiill 
protection of the government* 

Such r^ulations were productive of the greatest 
benefit to the country. Americans and Europeans 
b^an to find their advantage in trading with Hayti; 
and the manufactures of England, with the pro- 
visions of the United States, began to flow into it 
fieely, and in quantities quite large enough for the 
means of the people, in return for which they ob- 
tained the staple products of the country, and on 
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terms that enabled them to carry on a very bene- 
ficial and lucrative trade. The people were uoi 
disposed for any of the extravagantly rich mana- 
factures of Europe; they confined themselves en- 
tirely to such as their means would permit them tu 
purchase, and in no case was a syste m of_crdil 
resorted to; every thing was confined to barter *itli 
foreigners, who certainly were not yet suffititDtlj 
conscious of the rectitude and integrity of the peo- 
ple, to adopt a measure which was likely to be ill- 
tended with so much danger of loss. Where, 
therefore, there was no credit, there was but little 
if any risk, and the commerce of Hayli wis, in 
consequence of such a system, of great advHnUg:e 
to those who eng£^ed in it, many of those who Grsl 
adventured thither realizing handsome fortunes. 

Christophe had not long been at the head of the 
government before a competitor for the supreme au- 
thority started up in the person of Alexandre PetioD. 
a mulatto, who had succeeded to the command held 
by Clerveaux, after the death of that general, snd 
was subsequently commander-^in-cHef at Port a" 
Prince. Pction was greatly respected by the people; 
he was of a mild and attractive manner, and pm- 
sessed talents of a very superior order. He lute 
been educated in France, and served in the Fieni^l 
armies, in which he had acquired the rank of a fijjj 
officer. He was a skilful engineer, in which ca|^| 
city, it appears, he had rendered the most cctlfl 
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tial services to Toussaint and Dessalines, from both 
of whom he received the greatest marks of attention 
and advancement in his military rank. He was in- 
duced to aim at the sovereign authority at the in- 
stigation of the population of the southern and west- 
cm districts, the largest proportion of which were 
persons of colour; and the blacks in the same di- 
vision were much inclined to support his claims, 
his general deportment and his known talents hav- 
ing inspired them with confidence and esteem. 

Both chiefs now began to have recourse to arms, 
and Christophe, who had succeeded in many of the 
rencontres which had taken place, secured the whole 
of the north ; but on his advancing to the south, and 
making an attempt on Port au Prince, he failed, 
returned to his seat of government at Cape Fran9ois, 
and b^an to shew a disposition towards peace and 
the prosecution of those designs which he meditated 
for insuring the tranquillity of his country, and pro- 
moting the happiness of the people. 

In the February following he published his new 
constitution, in which the Catholic religion is de- 
clared to be the religion of the state, and every 
other religion is tolerated. For the better encourage- 
ment of commerce and an intercourse with foreigners, 
it is declared ^^jthat the ^vemment solemnly gua-r 
rantees the foreign merchants the security of their 
pe rsons and properties. ^ 

He began also to make great advancement in the 
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instruction of youth, and contemplated the esta- 
blishment of public schools, so soon as the state of 
the country should be sufficiently tranquillized to 
enable him to carry his intentions into e£Pect. 

In a proclamation which he subsequently issued, 
he dwells strongly on the subject of agriculture, and 
expresses an anxiety, beyond his ordinary solicitude, 
for the encouragement of that great source of na- 
tional wealth. He makes a most forcible «id 
powerful appeal to the people, exhorting them to 
an unceasing application to the culture of the lands, 
by the produce of which foreigners would be at- 
tracted to their ports, to enter into an exchange for 
the products of their own countries, as well as fan 
money, whereby their country would advance in 
wealth, and themselves in happiness and prosperity. 
Being uninformed as to the line of politics which 
foreign countries might adopt towards them, he de- 
clared it to be his wish to remain quiet until they 
had made their decision, expressing a hope only 
that it might be such as would be favourable to 
their commerce, and tend to cement an intercourse 
founded on a basis of reciprocity. 

The declaration often made by Christophe, that 
he never would permit an interference with the co- 
lonies of any European state, was often questioned 
and never believed to be sincere; but an event 
occurred which at once proved his sincerity, and 
called forth the approbation of the British govern- 



CHAP. Till.] Oft SAINT DOHINOO. 205 

ment Discovering that some individuals in the 
southern parts of the island were intriguing with 
those persons in the island of Jamaica who were 
hostile to their government, he immediately arrested 
them, and brought them to punishment for infring- 
ing the declaration which he had so often made. 
The British government viewed this act of Chris- 
tophe in a very favourable light ; and in consequence 
of his integrity, it permitted an intercourse with cer- 
tain ports in Hayti, by an order of council of Fe- 
Imiary, 1807* This contributed greatly to increase 
the commercial views of Christophe, and became of 
considerable importance to the Haytians, as well as 
beneficial to British merchants. 

In the year 1811, Christophe was raised to the 
throne, under the title of King Henry, an act 
which seems to have had the approbation of the 
majority, if not of the whole of his subjects who 
were endowed with talents to discriminate. They 
were of opinion that the conversion of the state into 
a monarchy suited the exigences of the times, as 
more likely to make them respected abroad, and 
maintain their rights at home ; putting it ever out 
of their consideration that it was an act only of gra- 
titude, that they should manifest their sentiments of 
attachment for one who had, through a long career 
of war and desolation, rendered such important ser- 
vices in the cause of liberty. 

The act which raised him to the throne provided 
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also for the establishment of the various oflicca m 
state, and made other important arrangements fiM 
the security of the crown, declared hereditary in the 
family of Chrtstophc, all of which met with a gene- 
ral concurrence, and gave the fullest satisfaction to 
the people. I 

I shall not pursue my narrative of the operatJoOli 
of the respective chiefs who were now at the 
of the governments of the north and the south, buhl 
merely notice a few circumstances which appeant- 
most prominent in the proceedings of each. 

About the period of the elevation of Chrieto^' 
to the throne of the northern part of Hayti, acesai" 
tion of hostilities between him and his rival toeki 
place, through, it is generally believed, the interoi^ 
sion of the British government, who interposed td 
stop the further effusion of blood between the tw 
chieftains, and if possible to reconcile them to the 
government of their respective divisions, without en- 
croaching on each other, or without again exciting 
that jealousy which had so long existed between 
them. The application to the British government 
to take upon itself directly the adjustment of llimr 
differences, and to suggest a reconciliation on specilic 
terms, was entrusted to the charge of a British 
chant in the confidence of Petion, who, from hi 
verses, seemed to court a peace with his rival, 
Castlereagh, the then secretary of state for foi 
affairs in England, it is believed, declined to ii 
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Cere when applied to upon the subject, the nature of 
die application being such as to preclude the British 
caUnet taking any part in it. Petion solicited the 
aid of England to preserve his dominions against 
the encroachment of his rival, in return for which 
he offered to place the trade of the British upon a 
more favourable footing than that of any other na- 
tion: motives however of a political urgency in the 
then state of the colonies of Great Britain induced 
his lordship to reject the proposition ; but it is un- 
derstood, and I believe generally admitted, that 
there was an indirect suggestion made to Christophe 
to suspend hostilities, and which succeeded; for we 
do not perceive that any acts of aggression were sub- 
sequently committed by either chief. It is also true 
that Petion lowered the imposts on British goods 
imported into his country from 12 to 7 per cent., 
giving them a preference of 5 per cent, over those 
of other neutral nations. 

Hostilities having been suspended, both these 
chiefi began to turn their attention towards the im- 
provement of their dominions, and to use every 
possible effort for the encouragement of agricul- 
ture and commerce ; but they certainly pursued 
quite opposite courses to attain their end; and in a 
few years it was evident, that the one who adopted a 
system of rigid enforcement raised his country into 
affluence, whilst the other who submitted to the in- 
dolent habits of his people, and was regardless of 
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the consequences that would ensue from too great t 
supineness and inactiyity, sunk it into the lowest 
state of poverty, and was necessitated to resort to 
measures which finally proved its ruin. I shall offer 
a few remarks on the respective characters of these 
two individuals, by way of shewing their diflereat 
ideas of the people whom they governed, and of the 
most effectual way of raising their country toweilth 
and prosperity. 

Christophe, there is no doubt, was the most con- 
versant with the real character and disposition of 
his countrymen. He was sensibly impressed widi 
the idea, that to govern them, it would be requisite 
and imperative to resort to strong and powerfid 
measures, and not to proceed by slow and easy de- 
grees : he knew that if he were once to relax in his 
authority, and permit them to pursue their own 
course, indolence would become so deeply rooted, 
that to obtain any exertions from them hereafier, 
would prove a most Herculean task, and in all pro- 
bability lay the foundation of much irritation, if not 
of disturbance. He was persuaded therefore, that, 
before it would be possible to raise his coontiy ia 
wealth and in happiness, an implicit obedience to 
such regulations as he should deem adviseaUe, most 
be enforced ; that if the people were left to their 
own free agency, from their innate love of indolence, 
nothing could be obtained from them : they would 
wander about quite unconcerned for to-morrow, la- 
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tisfied with that which the day had produced. He 
knew that the negro race were prone to idleness imd 
addicted to lust and sensuality ; that they were ig- 
norant of the duties of civilized life, and of the ties 
which bound them together; and it was a matter of 
the first importance for the consideration of those 
who were to direct the affairs of state, to devise the 
means by which they should be taught their duty to 
their country ; that idleness and concupiscence were 
vices of the worst cast ; and that unless an upright 
and moral course were pursued, they could neither 
expect improvement in their individual condition, 
nor advance themselves in the opinions of mankind. 
To accomplish these objects, he was fully aware, or, 
at all events, his advisers had made him sensible of 
it, would be a work of no ordinary difficulty, and that 
unless obedience could be legally exacted, and the 
people compelled to the performance of all civil ob- 
ligations, it would only be a waste of time to attempt 
to rule, or to endeavour to place the government on 
a solid and permanent foundation. 

With such impressions as these, Christophe and 
his council and advisers set about a work, which^ 
whatever may be said of them as legislators, exhibits 
no little share of talent and judgment. His Code 
Henry made its appearance in 1812; it is a digest 
of the laws passed for the government of the king- 
dom, and seems to have provided for every class of 
aSsnces* Some of its laws are new, and others are 
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founded upon the laws of his predecessors, with such 
judicious curtailments or additions as drcomstancea 
seemed to require. Those of agriculture and com* 
merce are decidedly such as were in force in the time 
of Toussaint and Dessalines; and as they wore eflec- 
tual, and tended highly to augment those sources of 
national wealth, it displayed great discernment and 
discretion in Christophe to adopt them as part of bis 
code. 

With this shield for the executive administration 
of the government, Christophe began to exact a 
due observance of all those measures likely to be 
beneficial to his country. He enforced attention to 
agriculture, encouraged commerce with fivreignen, 
whom he led to his ports by extensive purchases of 
their commodities to supply the wants of his goyein- 
ment, and he made rapid strides towards the ad- 
vancement of education by establishing schools tn 
the instruction of youth, and by inviting men of 
learning and talents from all countries, for t hepm* 
pose of presiding at t he head of the institutions w hich 
he had formed for the promotion of icieiioe. His 
regulations unquestionably display sound vievs of 
policy, which ought to have ensured the welfiae of 
the country, together with the security and happi- 
ness of its people. 

It has been often asserted that the negroes are as 
capable of receiving instruction in morality, religion, 
and every branch of science, as the people of any 
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Other nation or colour. This I shall not attempt to 
deny; but it may not be improper to say that very 
few instances have yet been adduced to support such 
a theory, and that Hayti is an illustration of the 
oontraiy being the fact; for with all the advantages, 
with all the opportunities which Christophe afforded 
hia people to improve their minds, and to seek for 
knowledge in the various branches of science, very 
few indeed have been found who have raised them- 
fielves above mediocrity, whilst thousands have been 
found incapable of tuition, or have rejected instruc- 
tion altogether. 

Maseres, in speaking of them, says, ^^ The negro 
IB only a grown child, shallow, light, fickle, thought- 
less, neither keenly sensible of joy or of sorrow, im- 
provident, without resources in his spirits or his soul. 
Careless, like other sluggards; rest, singing, his 
women, and his dress form the contracted Umits of 
his taste. I say nothing of his affections, for affec- 
tion% properly so called, are too strong for a soul so 
soft, 80 inactive as his.*^ * 

On the subject of public instruction, which, the 
same writer contends, can never be introduced into 
Hayti, because there cannot be found people to com- 
prehend its true virtues, he says, '^ There cannot be 
found throughout the dominions of Christophe ten 
men who can read fluently; and there certainly 

* Letter to Sismonde, 
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cannot be found one sufficiently learned to compie* 
hend the meaning of the words military tactics, 
geography, mathematics, fortification, &c.^ 

M azeres is certainly not altogether wrong; hit 
observations in the first paragraph are correct, with 
the exception of his opinion of the affections of the 
negro. It must, I think, be admitted that the aflec- 
tions of the negro race are somewhat warm and un- 
alloyed; and in no instance are they so feding^ il- 
lustrated as in the solicitude evinced by the negro 
for his ofispring. To his children his attachment 
is strong and unalienable ; and he displays it on 
leaving his home with the greatest fervour, and on 
his return with every mark of gratitude and joy. 
Mazeres would wish to sink the afiections of tlie 
negro to a condition below the instinct of the bmte 
creation; but that he is wrong I can pronounce fipoB 
experience, not only in Hayti, but in other quarten 
in which that species of the human race exists. In 
his second paragraph, he has gone too far in sspngt 
not ^^ ten men can read fluently^; but if he had as- 
serted that, at the period of the revolution, when the 
first acts of rebellion commenced, a few only cooU 
'^ read fluently,^ I think he would not have been 
wrong, for I do not find that among the blacks, it 
that period, any were at all learned, or had any 
skill or knowledge in tho3e branches of sdence whid 
he particularizes. This is exemplified in Toussamti 
Dessalines, and Christophe, not one of whom, at the 
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oommencement of the struggle, had been instructed 
in eyen the common branches of education. Dessa* 
Unes in particular could neither read nor write, with 
the simple exception of signing his name. All the 
^hree chiefs were indebted to foreigners for the ele* 
gant style of language in which their proclamations 
were written; and it is too great a stretch of vanity 
^d ^otism to attribute them to the citizens of the 
country, when it is so notorious that most of those 
papers which issued from the bureau of Christophe, 
and from the bureau of Count Limonde, were writ- 
ten by Europeans, whom the former had admitted 
into his confidence, and who were consulted by the 
latter on all occasions of importance. Baron Dupuy 
was doubtless a man well qualified for the office he 
held as secretary to the king (Christophe), and to 
whom has been given the credit of many of the state 
papers of his sable majesty, and I know that such a 
compliment is no more than what is justly due to his 
talents ; but were he present, he would declare that 
he derived the highest possible assistance, in his pro. 
ductions, from one or two foreigners who were ac- 
quainted with the technicalities of official corre- 
jspondence, to which the Baron had not been accus- 
tomed, and who therefore generally undertook to 
correct any part of it that required such labour. 

Baron de Yastey, who is a warm advocate for the 
genius and talents of his countrymen, and exceed- 
ingly severe upon the opinion of Mazeres, says, 
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bayonets or the sabre ; but on this sulg'ect both De 
Vastey and Prince Lamders arq silent. As to writers 
and poets, I have only heard of those now men- 
tioned, De Vastey and Lamders, except Chandlatte, 
Count de Roziers, who, I imagine, being something [ 
rf poet-laureate to the kin g, governor-general of the 
play-house, prepared pieces for representation, teem- 
ing with the most fulsome compliments to the mo- 
narches virtues, and wrote sonnets to the peerless 
beauties of the queen and the princesses. Here, I 
believe, ends the catalogue of architects, poets, and 
writers of Hayti; and unless the Baron de Vastey 
can adduce other proofs of Haytian capacities, I 
must be excused if I still remain sceptical. I must 
wait to see what time and a further intercourse with 
the world will accomplish; at present but little of 
that improvement manifests itself which has been 
the subject of so much praise and admiration. That 
the people of Hayti should improve, and that society 
ghould become refined, I confess I wish may be rea- 
lised, but at this moment it is very distant from it» 
Christophe was particularly anxious to improve 
the face of his country, by making every exertion 
to divest it of all those appearances of dilapidation 
eflfected during the war; and by commanding all the 
nobility, and persons attached to the state, to erect 
magnificent houses on their estates, and otherwise 
to ornament the plantations in the vicinity of their 
residences, so as to ^ve the whole an air of grandeur 
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equal, if not superior, to former times; but in dus 
he did not succeed, except in a few instances, tbe 
poverty of the people who had been raised to their 
new dignities, putting it out of their power to comply 
with his demand. 

After the fall of Bonaparte in 181 4i, the ministers 
of Louis XVIII. sent out commissioners to Hayti 
to try what could be accomplished by a negociatioa 
with the two chiefs on the subject of the admisdon 
of France to the sovereignty of the island. By these 
emissaries an indirect menace was held out, finrget- 
ting that by harsh measures no good could be done. 
De Medina, who was the commissioner deputed to 
Christophe, had served in the army of Toussaint, 
and afterwards betrayed his cause and joined Le 
Clerc. Such an individual was an object of con- 
siderable suspicion to Christophe, and from some 
irregularity which ensued respecting the credential! 
of Medina, he was arrested, and his papers seized. 
On the examination of the papers, it was dis- 
covered that his aim was to excite insurrection and 
disorder among the people, and endeavour to prevail 
upon them to recognize Louis XVIII. as their 
sovereign, that monarch assuring them of his pater- 
nal solicitude, and of his pledge that they shonld 
retain their property and military rank. 

Christophe brought Medina to trial, and he was 
found guilty by a military tribunal of the charges 
which had been alleged against him. He was couki 
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nitted to the prison of the Cape, and it was said 
died in confinement; but no accounts were given 
afterwards respecting him, or of the fate which befel 
liiin. 

Mom^ur Lavaysse, who seems to have been the 
duef commissioner, and who had at the same time 
proceeded to Port au Prince, for the purpose of 
carrying on a similar n^ociation with Petion, met 
with no better success, — except that having been 
more cautious he avoided the fate of Medina, — as 
that chief was well informed of the nature of his 
misidon, and was prepared to give a decided negative 
to the propositions of the French crown ; and the 
rejection of his proposals was conveyed to M. La* 
vaysse in a way very flattering to him, nothing being 
evinced like the passion or violence exhibited by 
Christophe during the progress of these negocia* 
tions. 

I happened to be in Jamaica at the time of the 
arrival of the French commissioners, who touched 
there on their passage for Hay ti ; and I was often 
ui company with Lavaysse after his return from his 
unsuccessftd mission, and I heard him speak in high 
tenns of the conduct of Petion for promptness and 
decision, whilst he was warm against the harshness 
of Christophe. This however might have emanated 
from the former ofiering to the French a pecuniary 
indemmty for his dominions, although he would not 
France as having the sovereignty; whilst 
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Christophe would receive no proposals firom Fiance 
on the one hand, nor would he submit to any dain 
for pecuniary compensation on the other. 

After the failure of this mission, the French kii^ 
declared o£Scially that Monsieur Lavaysse had ex- 
ceeded the power which had been delegated to hin; 
but such a disavowal had no effect on the people, who 
were more determined than ever to resist the adndi- 
sion of French influence into the country. Otber 
attempts were afterwards made, and commissiiniai 
were appointed to proceed to Hayti, with poiren 
from the king of France; but although they pro- 
ceeded round the island, and sent letters on shoieit 
different places, yet they received no attention, and 
consequently they thought it advisable to give up 
the object of their mission as impracticable; and I 
believe no attempt was afterwards made during the 
sway of either of these chiefs. 

As Hayti might then be considered perfectly 
secure of her independence, and as a strong fed- 
ing pervaded the people of the north as well as the 
south against the French, the two govemmeitS) 
although there had not been any relations of amity 
established between them, proceeded in the wodc of 
civilization and general improvement in theb din- 
sions, without being apprehensive that their tna* 
quillity would be interrupted by the encroachmenti of 
either. Christophe was unquestionably, as has been 
before observed, better qualified than his rival to go* 
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vem a people like the Haytians, from his being na- 
turally of a determined and resolute temper, and not 
to be alarmed by the consequences of his measures, 
however tyrannical, harsh, or oppressive; and there- 
fore, aided as he was by men of capacity, he enforced 
80 rigid a system of government, and exacted from the 
people so complete a submission to his will, that the 
norths over which he reigned, presented an aspect of 
affidrs quite different from that of the south* Agri- 
culture was smiling, the produce of the soil increas- 
ing considerably, whilst commerce was making rapid 
progress, and bidding fair to become equally ad- 
vantageous to the state. Both contributed to the 
revalue, making it sufficiently ample for all the exi- 
gences of government, and consequently there were 
no calls upon the people of any importance in the 
way of taxation. 

The government of Petion, on the other hand, 
relapsed into a system of relaxation which subse- 
quently proved the bane of his country, and ulti- 
mately brought upon him all those unhappy difficul- 
ties which he experienced previously to his death. 
After he had permitted his people to follow their 
own indolent inclinations, and indulge in the pro* 
pensities inherent in the negro race, he found it im- 
possible to prosecute measures for the advancement 
^e the wealth and prosperity of his country similar 
to those which his rival had so successMly pursued. 
Agriculture had sunk to the lowest possible ebb, the 
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cultivators being allowed to follow their own inclin*' 
tioDS. Instead therefore of industry and a epirit d 
emulation displaying itself through bis dominionB, 
scarcely any thing was to be seen but men and thdr 
Families indulging in idleness, and in those lusts and 
vices which could only entail wretchedness on theitv 
BelveSj and poverty on their country. 

Although Petion had laws, doubtless, by which In* 
might have enforced from the people the cultivatiot 
of the soil, and prevented them leaving their plant* 
ations, except on those days particularly enumerated^ 
yet he never eccms to have attended to the spirit i^! 
the laws and have insisted upon their due exMtt* 
tion, but simply to have contented himself with &e 
mere letter, without in the least reflecting on the 
serious consequences that would inevitably flow fivm 
his want of that resolution and decision which fc 
BO prominent a feature in the character of CI 
tophe. The mild and soft disposition of Petion 
quahfied him to be the head of such a rude and 
taught people as those over whom he was appoi 
to preside. Far from possessing the unrelaxing mi 
tmrelenting temper of his rival, he was kind, indul- 
gent, and humane. Over a country so disorganu!«l» 
and over a people so prone to every vicious 
sity, and regardless of their own as well as the ] 
good, a man of more nerve, and not so sensible 
finer feeUngs of our nature, would have been 
calctdated for governing than President Petion, 
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in the language of a writer on his country, was said 
to be ^' of a sensible and hmnane character; tutored 
in the schools of Europe, his mind has received an 
expansion that fits him for the helm of goTemment, 
and his exterior an address that would distinguish 
him in a court. Ill suited perhaps to witness scenes 
to which his station as a military commander ex- 
poses him in the field of battle, the tear of sensibility 
often bedews his cheek at the sight of slaughter, and 
though brave, enterprising, and bold, he values more 
the responsive glow of a humane act than the crim- 
soned laurel he has plucked firom the brow of his 
adversary. He sighs at the purchase of victory with 
the sacrifice of those subjects whon\ he loves: in 
short, nothing can be more descriptive of his pecu- 
liar virtues than the motto of an English artist at 
the foot of his portrait — ^ II n'*a jamais fait couler 
les larmes de personne.^''* 

The character given of Petion by Mr. Walton, 
I have heard confirmed by all classes of people in 
Hayti, and by those who are well versed in the 
dispositions of their countrymen ; whilst admitting 
it, however, they were not backward in expressing 
their opinion that he was of too easy and too lenient 
a temper to enforce those measures which the exi- 
gences of the government so loudly and impera- 
tively called for. Through such leniency and indul- 

• Walton, Vol. I. 
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gence, therefore, his country relaxed to an akrni. 
ing degree in both agriculture and commerce, and 
he was driven, for the purpose of supplyinjf the 
wants of government, to means which, although 
they brought temporary relief, were finally inoit 
baneftd and ruinous. The revenue arising from the 
produce of the soil was email, from his not enforcing 
the culture of it to that extent which he might have 
done, considering the strength of the population; 
and the imposts on foreign manutactuces fell in- 
finitely below his estimation, from the reduction of 
the duties on British goods, and from the little en- 
couragement given to foreigners by the diminished 
means of tlie people to purchase their commodities. 
Had he pursued the same coercive system nhich 
his rival Christophe adopted ; had he compelled 
his people to cultivate their lauds, by which In- 
means of export would have been much increastd 
and had he enforced from the proprietors of il'i 
soil a strict attention to its cultivation, instead "t' 
allowing them to indulge in the most sensual ap- 
petites which can disgust our feelings, be wimlil 
have aggrandized his country, and have raised it W 
the summit of affluence and prosperity. Had he 
taught the people to know artificial wants, and en- 
couraged a desire for luxuries, he would have >i' 
creased the resources of his country, and iln 
burthens of the people would not have been he»viii 
The means for supporting the slate would bi^ 
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been indirect^ and consequently would not have 
excited any discontent ; which his successor has ex- 
perienced in no ordinary a degree. From these 
sources, therefore, forming, as I believe they do, the 
principal sources o£ revenue in all coimtries, he ob« 
tained much less than the extent of his dominions 
led him to anticipate, and consequently he became 
greatly involved, and was necessitated to devise 
other means of supporting his government. 

The first thing which was suggested was a fields 
tious or debased currency, which in the opinions of 
most people is very little better than swindling 
under the sanction of government; especially a 
government like that of Petion, reduced to so low 
an ebb as to have been without a dollar in its trea« 
sury, and without any ostensible means of bettering 
its miserable condition, or adding to its pecuniary 
means. Every country has probably a fictitious cir« 
culating medium, and I shall not condemn it, or ques- 
tion its propriety, when the coimtry is capable of re- 
denning it at any specific period, or at its pleasure : 
but when a country like Hayti has recourse to a 
debased currency, it is very little better than an im- 
position. iPetion was without the means of raising 
money, even upon the demesnes of government, for 
the exigences of the state, so that it was impossible 
for him to hold out any security to the people, that 
his fictitious coin would be called in at any distant 
period, unless he did so at a very large discount. 
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lie issued in the Urst instance three millions of dul- 
lars in value in pieces of metal, a composition of 
about nineteen parts of tin and one part silver, anil 
subsequently a further issue of a million of d 
in value. This measure of temporary relief provui 
a serious injury to his country, for it not only enablfldj 
him to carry on the business of his govenuneni t 
a time without any calls on the people, which, i 
then impoverished condition, was exceedingly! 
provident, but it was tlie occasion of a great f 
stemation among the foreign merchants whon 
liad induced to settle iji his dominions, and who froni 
great apprehension of the consequences began to lool 
around them and to confine their commercial opera- 
tions within very contracted limits. They loBttiitit 
confidence in the stability of the government, nnii 
consequently, as their importations gradually fell uff 
the revenue fell infinitely short of the anticipsted 
returns. 

He commenced also another system, wLicli 
proved exceedingly injurious to his finances, and 
I cannot see how he could have contemplated .ntiy 
other result. For the encouragement of the agj- 
culturists, the government, whenever the price li- 
the several products were low, bought very lu^T 
of some of them, for the purpose of raising t 
value, by which impolitic measure, they not < 
lost considerably by their trading system, but 
liad a most pernicious effect in driving fordg) 
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3ut of the market, who would always cease to buy 
the moment the govemment attempted to raise the 
market value beyond what the value in the Euro- 
pean markets warranted. Of these speculations of 
tbe govemment I had some little knowledge in my 
mercantile capacity in Jamaica, for it was through 
that island that most of Fetion''s government pro- 
duce found its way to England ; and on the esti- 
mated value of it, very large sums in specie were 
sent to Port au Prince from Jamaica, the moment 
the proper documents of its being shipped were re- 
cdved. These measures of the govemment were 
exceedingly injudicious, for it raised the price of 
their products so much above the European markets, 
that the foreign merchants could not think of touch- 
ing them ; and it finally proved the most injurious 
system that could ever have been devised for up- 
holding the exigences of any government. Had 
he enforced those laws which had been passed for 
the cultivation of the soil, and put all the estates 
of the govemment into tillage, and conducted them 
ipon a judicious principle of management, as his 
ival Christophe had done in the north, all his 
^ants would have been supplied, the distresses 
lader which he daily laboured would have been 
iverted, and his treasury, like Christophers, would 
have been always liberally replenished, without ob- 
liging him to resort to ways and means which proved 
b the end so injurious to him. It is therefore 
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evident that Petion was not calculated to govern s 
people like the Haytians. His mildness of temper 
would never allow him to adopt coercive measures to 
raise his country to opulence; he restrained those 
who were disposed to insist on the cultivators doing 
their duty as pointed out by the law for the enooo- 
ragement of agriculture. 

To this Christophe was the very reverse, for he 
not only called upon the magistrates and other of- 
ficers to see the law for the cultivation of the sni 
rigidly executed, and take into custody all those vho 
committed the least breach, but, daily accompanied 
by his staff, he absolutely rode personally to cli£> 
ferent parts to ascertain whether the cultivators were 
doing their duty. He well knew those whom he had 
to govern, and also that were he once to allow them 
to give way to their love for indolence, it would in 
time become invincible, and therefore he adhered to 
the old rule, that a preventive is better than a cure. 
The consequences were, that from his system of co- 
ercion the calls of his government were provided fori 
the people individually advanced in wealth and se- 
curity, and the cultivators, who would otherwise hiTe 
been in a state of sloth and misery, disease and 
wretchedness, lived well, and were contented. The 
condition of cultivators under Petion'^s mild govern- 
ment, and under whom there was no such thing as 
coercion, presented a striking and instructive con- 
trast ; indolent and unconcerned, they passed their 
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time like animals without the least exertion, and with* 
out a thought beyond the supply of their immediate 
wants; and those wants being provided for, th^ 
agaiii sasnk into apathy and indifference. Lust and 
every vicious propensity obtained an unlimited sway 
over them, and to feed their sensual appetites and 
satiate their brutal passions seemed to form the only 
object which they studied. Disease became preva- 
lent, poverty accompanied it in all its ravages, and a 
more wretched, miserable race of human beings could 
not have been selected than might be seen in dif- 
ferent parts of the country over which the sensible 
and humane Petion ruled. 

This was the state of the country over which 
Petion presided previously to his death, which la- 
mentable event took place on the 29th of March, 
1818, after an illness of no long duration, but at- 
tended with circumstances that excited the greatest 
sympathy for his sufferings. It was generally ad- 
mitted that the state of his country had produced 
an extraordinary depression of spirits, which no 
exertions of his most intimate friends could remove. 
Medical aid became unavailing, he lingered, but 
without, it appears, enduring any pain, and at last 
sonk under the weight of accumulated distress of 
mind, brought on by the deranged state of his fi- 
nances and the impoverished condition of his country. 
Petion was undoubtedly a good man, and greatly 
beloved by his people, who valued him for his mild 

q2 
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and inoffensive manners, and for the courtly and 
unassuming conduct which he always manifested to 
every one who approached him. The day on which 
he died the people assembled in the square opposite 
to the government-house, waiting with the most 
painful anxiety to learn if all hopes of his recovery 
had vanished, and towards twelve o^clock at night, 
when the gun fired to announce that he was no 
more, the cries and moans of all classes were heaid 
through the different streets as they were verging 
towards the square. 

This was not the most dreadftd part, nor that 
which excited the greatest anxiety; those inha- 
bitants who had experienced the changes which 
had taken place during the time of Dessalines, 
and had seen the massacres of that wretch, began 
to fear a similar catastrophe during the interreg- 
num, &om the rude state of the negro population, 
from their relaxed state of morals, and from a 
spirit of ungovernable insubordination, fostered by 
the ill-judged mildness and leniency of the late 
President. The foreign merchants were alarmed, 
and apprehensive also of confrision as well as the 
probability of the destruction of their property; 
their fears in this respect were however fortunately 
unfounded, as nothing occiured which indicated the 
least disposition towards hostility and molestation. 
Fetion had designed Boyer for his successor, who was 
immediately after his decease accordingly dedared 
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President in the customary form, and took upon 
himself the administration of the government. 

At the death of Fetion, Christophe indicated no 
wish to interfere with the election of Boyer, who pre- 
served the tranquillity of his dominions. Christophe 
was still pursuing his system of aggrandizement, and 
had realized a very large sum of money in his trea- 
sury, with which he contemplated the purchase of the 
Spanish territory and to annex it to his dominions ; 
and for this purpose he had actually commenced a 
n^otlation through the agency of some powerful in- 
dividuals in London. This design unquestionably 
evinced great judgment, for it would have given him 
a decided superiority over the southern government, 
and he could have menaced all their points, and 
having a larger force would have been able to make 
considerable impression on their principal posts of 
defence; but his death, which took place in October 
1820, put an end to the negotiation, and esta- 
blished the union between the north and south, 
uniting them in one government, designated " The 
Republic of Hayti." 

The system pursued by Christophe had become 
too despotic for the people ; exceeding the bounds 
of prudence, his ambition had no limits, and his 
tyranny and oppression became at last so insupport- 
able that neither the people nor his troops would 
any longer submit to his power and caprice. A. 
revolution ensued which began with the revolt of 
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the garrison of St. Marc, the commandant of which 
sent a courier to Boyer to inform him of the event, 
and of the wish of the people to place themselves 
under his government. Shortly after, the city of 
Cape Haytian followed the example, and the troops 
were preparing to march against Christophe who 
was confined by sickness at Sans Souci. His guards 
now revolted, and finding all chance of escape im- 
possible, he shot himself with a pistol in his own 
chamber. His sons were killed by the troops, is 
well as several of his officers of state who were ob- 
noxious to the people and the soldiers. His eldest 
son, it was said, exhibited the most abject submis- 
sion, and begged them to save his life ; whilst his 
youngest defended himself with great heroism, kill- 
ing several of the soldiers, but was at last cut down 
and shockingly mangled. 

His wife and daughters were spared through the 
interference of Boyer, who sent them to Port w 
Prince by water, with instructions that they should 
be particularly protected, and not disturbed by the 
citizens ; and after his return to the city, permis- 
sion was given them to leave the country, which 
they accepted, and sailed for England, where they 
were received, by those persons who were admiien 
of Christophe, with some respect and attention. A 
small estate was secured to them, and Madame 
Christophe'^s jewels, which were valuable, were re- 
stated to her, and I have reason to believe that 
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she is in possession of an income which, although 
not splendid, is quite enough for the purposes of 
genteel life. She was considered a good and humane 
woman, and often softened the anger of her hus- 
band, who was addicted to sudden gusts of passion, 
and to the infliction of punishment with unjust se- 
verity. But notwithstanding his impetuosity of 
temper, he was the only man who was competent 
to preside over a people in the state of ignorance in 
which his subjects were. He not only possessed the 
discernment necessary to discriminate between that 
which was advantageous to his country and that 
which was injurious to his interest, but he had the 
courage and resolution to enforce the one and pre- 
vent the other. Had Christophe lived he would 
have raised his country in affluence and in civiliza- 
tion, but his death has sunk the former, and re- 
tarded the latter ; and the people, now left to pursue 
with an unlimited range their own propensities, will 
dwindle again into that condition of ignorance 
which is characteristic of the early periods of the 
revolution. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Boyer elected president. — His character. — ReYolutioa 
in the north — annexed to the south. — Revolution in Spa- 
nish part. — ^Union of the whole. — Measures pursued 
after. — Overtures to France. — Arrival of French fleet. 
— Negotiation and independence. — Baron Mackao.^ 
Dissatisfaction prevails. — British consul-generaL — ^Fun 
ther dissatisfaction. — DeterminatioD not to pay the 
indemnity. — ^Voluntary loan attempted — it fiEuk. — Ob- 
servations on the inefficiency of government. — State 
of the military. — ^Naval force, etc. 

Jean Pierre Boyer, who succeeded the late pre- 
sident, Petion, and who consequently bec«»e chief 
of the countries of his predecessor and ci Christophe 
united, is a native of Port au Prince, and is aboiEfc 
forty-eight or fifty years of age. He is a mulatto) 
but somewhat darker than the people of that daft 
His father, a man of good repute and possessed 
of some wealth, was a store-keeper and a tailor in 
that city. His mother was a negress of the Congo 
country in Africa, and had been a slave in the 
neighbourhood. He joined the cause of the Com- 
missioners Santhonax and Polverel, with whom he 
retired, after the arrival of the English, to Jacmel) 
when he joined General Rigaud, whom he accom- 
panied to France, after the submission of the south 
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to the authority of Toussaint. On his voyage 
thither he was captured by the Americans, during 
the short dispute between France and the United 
States, and after the adjustment of the differences 
between those two powers he was released. Having 
resided in France some time, he, with many other 
persons of colour, attached himself to the expe- 
dition of Le Clerc, and accompanied that arma- 
ment for the subjugatiop of the colony: but on 
the death of that general, he joined Petion, who 
successively appointed him to be his aid-de-camp, 
private secretary, chief of his staff, general of the 
arrondissement of Fort au Prince, and finally 
named him for his successor in the presidential 
chair. 

Boyer is below the middle size, and very slender; 
his visage is far from being pleasing, but he has a 
quick eye, and makes a good use of it, for it is in- 
cessantly in motion. His constitution is weak, and 
he is afflicted with a local disease, which compels 
him to be exceedingly abstemious. He is fond of 
parade and exterior ornaments, as is the custom of 
the country, but he does not display his propensi- 
ties for them, except in compelling those of his 
staff and household to appear in all their embellish- 
ments* He is but little seen among his people, 
except on a Sunday, when he appears at the head 
of his troops, and after reviewing them he rides 
-through the city, attended by a cortege of officers 
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and guards. He is exceedingly vain of his person, 
and imagines that it is attractiye and captiirating, 
and that his manners are irresistible. 

I shall now proceed to notice a few of the pro- 
ceedings of Boyer after his elevation to the supreme 
command in the republic. 

I remarked in the last chapter, that the com- 
mander ci the troops of Christophe at St Maic, 
on finding that his soldiers had determined on t 
revolt, had sent to inform Boyer of the circom- 
stance, and invited him to proceed to that place 
and take possession of it. No sooner had Boyer 
received this intimation than he made piepai»- 
tions to march into the north* He took only a few 
troops, consisting of his horse and foot giuids, 
being aware that there would be no resistance 
to his advance, and that the people were ready to 
submit to him without any opposition. This was 
pleasing to the president, who, as it has been 
observed before, never shewed any diqK>siti(m for 
hostile measures, and that fighting was a trade 
to which he was unaccustomed, and for which be 
had no predilection. On his arrival at St. Marc^ 
he received the submission of the inhabitants, and 
was joined by the revolted troops of Christophe; 
and he also received information of the death ef 
that chief, and that General Paul Romain, Fiince 
du Limb^, had declared for the republic. He had 
therefore nothing to apprehend firom any internxf- 
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tion likely to be given to his advance. On the 21st 
of October, 1820, he entered Gonaives, which 
received him without any opposition, and on the 
22d he proceeded for the city of Cape Haytian, and 
the capital of Christophe, the inhabitants of which 
had made great preparations to receive him; he 
entered it the same night at the head of 20,000 
men, and on the 26th he was proclaimed presi- 
dent of the north. General Romain called upon the 
people to receive the president with every demon- 
stration of joy, and to acknowledge the people of 
the south as true Haytians and brothers, with the 
usual salutations of ^^ Long live the Republic of 
Hayti!'' " Independence, Liberty, and Equality I'' 
and " President Boyer!'' 

After the first acclamations of the people had in 
some measure subsided, Boyer, by the advice of 
his officers and the chief people of the north, began 
to make such arrangements for incorporating the 
north with the southern government as were requi- 
site and imperative for the better administration of 
the united districts* The troops of Christophe were 
also removed from their stations to others in the 
south, whilst those of the south, in some cases, suc- 
ceeded them : and those general officers who had 
taken prominent parts in bringing about the re- 
volution were confirmed in their rank ; but as the 
government was republican, all distinctions of title 
were abolished, and the designation of citizen was 
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adopted, as in the south. Some of those who were 
raised to titles by Christophe, and had surrived 
the revolution, were well pleased to be disrobed of 
the trappings of nobility, because it entailed upon 
them an expenditure beyond their scanty means. 
The Baron Dupuy told me that he was pleased 
with the designation of citizen, whilst the appella- 
tion of baron had always sounded disagreeably to 
him. Noble distinctions, he said, suited those 
only whose conduct was noble, and who had by their 
virtues truly earned them. For his part he wis 
not aware that he had accomplished any thing that 
ought to have raised him above his fellow-citixais. 
There is reason to fear that the Baron Dupuy was 
the only man in Hayti possessing such modest and 
unassuming ideas. 

After the events of the revolution in the north, 
and the arrangements for the government o£ that dis- 
trict had been completed, Boyer made preparations 
for his return to Port au Prince. Elated with suc- 
cess, and vain of what he termed his unexampled 
career of glory derived from the downfal of his rival 
chief, he signified a wish that his entrance into the 
city of government should be attended with some 
pomp and demonstrations of joy suitable to the 
occasion. Accordingly, those of his suite who 
knew that nothing could be more gratifying to the 
president than show and parade, prepared for a 
triumphant entry, and at the northern gate an arch 
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was constructed and ornamented with a variety of 
devices celebrating his victory. But it having been 
communicated to Boyer anonymously, that some 
disaffected individuals were conspiring to shoot him 
as he passed through this arch, he arrived at the 
government house by a circuitous route, before the 
whole was completed, and without the knowledge 
of the populace. He began to make some inquiry re- 
specting the intelligence he had received, but it was 
soon suspended, as it was suggested by his chief 
officers that he would be acting wisely not to pro- 
secute it fiirther, as it might tend to fan the flame 
of disaffection rather than smother it. 

The union of the north effected by this revolu- 
tion, did not seem at all gratifying to the people of 
the south, as they had imbibed a great dislike to the 
inhabitants under Christophers government, from 
the civil feuds that had existed, and by which their 
Hves and property had so often been in jeopardy. 

The revolution in the north was followed by a 
similar event in the eastern or Spanish part, which 
took place at the end of the succeeding year. The 
first symptoms of the latter manifested itself in the 
dty of Santo Domingo, the capital of the east. A 
deputation formed of the principal inhabitants wait- 
ed on President Boyer at Port au Prince, and ten- 
dered the submission of the people of the east to 
the republic, and soliciting that their country might 
be incorporated with it. 
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adopted, as in the south. Some of those who were 
raised to titles by Christophe, and had survived 
the revolution, were well pleased to be disrobed of 
the trappings of nobility, because it entailed upon 
them an expenditure beyond their scanty means. 
The Baron Dupuy told me that he was pleased 
with the designation of citizen, whilst the appella- 
tion of baron had always sounded disagreeably to 
him. Noble distinctions, he said, suited those 
only whose conduct was noble, and who had by thdr 
virtues truly earned them. For his part he wis 
not aware that he had accomplished any thing that 
ought to have raised him above his fellow-cidxens. 
There is reason to fear that the Baron Dupuy was 
the only man in Hayti possessing such modest and 
unassuming ideas. 

After the events of the revolution in the north, 
and the arrangements for the government of that dis- 
trict had been completed, Boyer made preparations 
for his return to Port au Prince. Elated with sub- 
cess, and vain of what he termed his unexampled 
career of glory derived from the downfal of his rival 
chief, he signified a wish that his entrance into the 
city of government should be attended with some 
pomp and demonstrations of joy suitable to the 
occasion. Accordingly, those of his suite who 
knew that nothing could be more gratifying to the 
president than show and parade, prepared for a 
triumphant entry, and at the northern gate an arch 
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was constructed and ornamented with a variety of 
devices celebrating his victory* But it having been 
communicated to Boyer anonymously, that some 
disaffected mdividuals were conspiring to shoot him 
as he passed through this arch, he arrived at the 
government house by a circuitous route, before the 
whole was completed, and without the knowledge 
of the populace. He began to make some inquiry re- 
specting the intelligence he had received, but it was 
soon suspended, as it was suggested by his chief 
officers that he would be acting wisely not to pro- 
secute it fiirther, as it might tend to fan the flame 
of disaffection rather than smother it. 

The union of the north effected by this revolu- 
tion, did not seem at all gratifying to the people of 
the south, as they had imbibed a great dislike to the 
inhabitants under Christophe'^s government, from 
the civil feuds that had existed, and by which their 
lives and property had so often been in jeopardy .^ 

The revolution in the north was followed by a 
similar event in the eastern or Spanish part, which 
took place at the end of the succeeding year. The 
first symptoms of the latter manifested itself in the 
dty of Santo Domingo, the capital of the east. A 
deputation formed of the principal inhabitants wait- 
ed on President Boyer at Port au Prince, and ten- 
dered the submission of the people of the east to 
the republic, and soliciting that their country might 
be incorporated with it. 
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and inoffensive manners, and for the courtly and 
unassuming conduct which he always manifested to 
every one who approached him. The day on which 
he died the people assembled in the square opposite 
to the government-house, waiting with the most 
painful anxiety to learn if all hopes of his recoverj 
had vanished, and towards twelve oVlock at night, 
when the gun fired to announce that he was no 
more, the cries and moans of all classes were heard 
through the different streets as they were verging 
towards the square. 

This was not the most dreadM part, nor that 
which excited the greatest anxiety; those inha- 
bitants who had experienced the changes which 
had taken place during the time of Dessalines, 
and had seen the massacres of that wretch, began 
to fear a similar catastrophe during the interreg- 
num, firom the rude state of the negro population, 
from their relaxed state of morals, and from a 
spirit of ungovernable insubordination, fostered bjr 
the ill-judged mildness and leniency of the Ute 
President. The foreign merchants were alarmed, 
and apprehensive also of concision as well as the 
probability of the destruction of their property; 
their fears in this respect were however fortunately 
unfounded, as nothing occurred which indicated the 
least disposition towards hostiUty and molestation. 
Petion had designed Boyer for his successor, who was 
Immediately after his decease accordingly declared 
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President in the customary form, and took upon 
himself the administration of the government. 

At the death of Petion, Christophe indicated no 
wish to interfere with the election of Boyer, who pre- 
served the tranquillity of his dominions. Christophe 
was stiU pursuing his system of aggrandizement, and 
had realized a very large sum of money in his trea- 
sury, with which he contemplated the purchase of the 
Spanish territory and to annex it to his dominions ; 
and for this purpose he had actually commenced a 
n^otiation through the agency of some powerful in- 
dividuals in London. This design unquestionably 
evinced great judgment, for it would have given him 
a decided superiority over the southern government, 
and he could have menaced all their points, and 
having a larger force would have been able to make 
considerable impression on their principal posts of 
defence; but his death, which took place in October 
1820, put an end to the negotiation, and esta- 
blished the union between the north and south, 
uniting them in one government, designated " The 
RepubUc of Hay ti.^' 

The system pursued by Christophe had become 
too despotic for the people ; exceeding the bounds 
of prudence, his ambition had no limits, and his 
tyranny and oppression became at last so insupport- 
able that neither the people nor his troops would 
any longer submit to his power and caprice. A 
revolution ensued which began with the revolt of 
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the garrison of St. Marc, the commandant of which 
sent a courier to Boyer to inform him of the evenl, 
and of the wish of tlie people to place themfielvei 
under hin goTemment, Sliortly after, the city of 
Cape Haytian followed the example, and the troopi 
were preparing to march against Christophe who 
was confined by sickness at Sans Souci. His guards 
now revolted, and finding all chance of escape im- 
possible, he shot himself with a pistol in his o"n 
chamber. His sons were killed by the troops, an 
well as several of his officers of state who were ob- 
' noxious to the people and the soldiers. His eldest 
son, it was said, exhibited the most abject gubmis- 
sion, and begged them to save his life ; whilst Iii» 
youngest defended himself with great heroism, kill- 
ing several of the soldiers, but was at last cut down 
and shockingly mangled. 

His wife and daughters were spared through the 
interference of Boycr, who sent them to Port M 
Prince by water, with instructions that they should 
be particularly protected, and not disturbed by the 
citizens ; and after his return to the city, permi"- 
sion was given them to leave the country, which 
they accepted, and sailed for England, where thtj 
were received, by those persons who were admircra 
of Christophe, with some respect and attention. A 
small estate was secured to them, and Madamr 
Christophe's jewels, which were valuable, were re- 
stored to her, and I have reason to believe di^ 
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she is in possession of an income which, although 
not splendid, is quite enough for the purposes of 
genteel life. She was considered a good and humane 
woman, and often softened the anger of her hus- 
band, who was addicted to sudden gusts of passion, 
and to the infliction of punishment with imjust se- 
verity. But notwithstanding his impetuosity of 
temper, he was the only man who was competent 
to preside over a people in the state of ignorance in 
which his subjects were. He not only possessed the 
discernment necessary to discriminate between that 
which was advantageous to his country and that 
which was injurious to his interest, but he had the 
courage and resolution to enforce the one and pre- 
vent the other. Had Christophe lived he would 
have raised his country in affluence and in civiliza- 
tion, but his death has sunk the former, and re- 
tarded the latter ; and the people, now left to pursue 
with an unlimited range their own propensities, will 
dwindle again into that condition of ignorance 
which is characteristic of the early periods of the 
revolution. 
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Jean Pierre Boyer, who succeeded the bite pre- 
sident, Petion, and who consequently bectfae chief 
of the countries of his predecessor and ci Christo]^ 
united, is a native of Port au Prince, and is aboot 
forty-eight or fifty years of age. He is a mukttiH 
but somewhat darker than the people of that diA 
His father, a man of good repute and possessed 
of some wealth, was a store-keeper and a tailor in 
that city. His mother was a negress of the Congo 
country in Africa, and had been a slave in the 
neighbourhood. He joined the cause of the Com- 
missioners Santhonax and Polverel, with whom he 
retired, after the arrival of the English, to Jacmd, 
when he joined General Rigaud, whom he accom- 
panied to France, after the submission of the sooth 
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to the authority of Toussaint. On his voyage 
thither he was captured by the Americans, during 
the short dispute between France and the United 
States, and after the adjustment of the differences 
between those two powers he was released. Having 
resided in France some time, he, with many other 
persons of colour, attached himself to the expe- 
dition of Le Clerc, and accompanied that arma- 
ment for the subjugation of the colony: but on 
the death of that general, he joined Petion, who 
successively appointed him to be his aid-de-camp, 
private secretary, chief of his staff, general of the 
4UTondissement of Port au Prince, and finally 
named him for his successor in the presidential 
chair. 

Beyer is below the middle size, and very slender; 
bis visage is far from being pleasing, but he has a 
quick eye, and makes a good use of it, for it is in- 
cessantly in motion. His constitution is weak, and 
he is afflicted with a local disease, which compels 
him to be exceedingly abstemious. He is fond of 
parade and exterior ornaments, as is the custom of 
the country, but he does not display his propensi- 
ties for them, except in compelling those of his 
fitaff and household to appear in all their embellish- 
Hients* He is but little seen among his people, 
except on a Sunday, when he appears at the head 

L 

^ his troops, and after reviewing them he rides 
^boogh the city, attended by a cortege of officers 
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and guards. He is exceedingly vain of his person, 
and imagines that it is attractive and captivating, 
and that his manners are irresistible. 

I shall now proceed, to notice a few of the piw- 
ceedings of Boyer after his elevation to the supreme 
command in the republic. 

I remarked in the last chapter, that the eom- 
mander of the troops of Chiistophe at St, Marc, 
on finding that his soldiers had determined on i 
revolt, had sent to infonn Boyer of the circuia- 
stance, and invited him to proceed to that plaw 
and take possession of it. No sooner had Boyot 
received this intimation than he made prepara- 
tions to march into the north. He took only a ft" 
troops, consisting of his horse and foot gturds, 
being aware that there would be no resistance 
to his advance, and that the people were ready tu 
submit to him without any opposition. This wm 
pleasing to the president, who, as it has been 
observed before, never shewed any disposition fo: 
hostile measures^ and that fighting was a trade 
to which he was unaccustomed, and for which he 
had no predilection. On his arrival at St. Mir^J 
he received the submission of the inhabitants, and 
was joined by the revolted troops of Christophc; 
and he also received information of the death i' 
that chief, and that General Paul Romain, Princf 
du Limbc, had declared for the republic. He had 
therefore nothing to apprehend &oin any totcrmp' 
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tion likely to be given to his advance. On the 2l8t 
of October, 1820, he entered Gonaives, which 
received him without any opposition, and on the 
22d he proceeded for the city of Cape Haytian, and 
the capital of Christophe, the inhabitants of which 
had made great preparations to receive him; he 
entered it the same night at the head of 20,000 
men, and on the 26th he was proclaimed presi- 
dent of the north. General Romain called upon the 
people to receive the president with every demon- 
stration of joy, and to acknowledge the people of 
the south as true Haytians and brothers, with the 
usual salutations of ^' Long live the Republic of 
Hayti!'' " Independence, Liberty, and Equality I'' 
and " President Boyer !^ 

After the first acclamations of the people had in 
some measure subsided, Boyer, by the advice of 
his officers and the chief people of the north, began 
to make such arrangements for incorporating the 
north with the southern government as were requi- 
site and imperative for the better administration of 
the united districts. The troops of Christophe were 
also removed from their stations to others in the 
south, whilst those of the south, in some cases, suc- 
ceeded them : and those general officers who had 
taken prominent parts in bringing about the re- 
volution were confirmed in their rank ; but as the 
government was republican, all distinctions of title 
were abolished, and the designation of citizen was 
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adopted, as in the south. Some of those who were 
raised to titles by Christophe, and had sunrived 
the revolution, were well pleased to be disrobed ci 
the trappings of nobility, because it entailed iqxm 
them an expenditure beyond their scanty means. 
The Baron Dupuy told me that he was pleased 
with the designation of citizen, whilst the appella- 
tion of baron had always sounded disagreeably to 
him. Noble distinctions, he said, suited those 
only whose conduct was noble, and who had by their 
virtues truly earned them. For his part he was 
not aware that he had accomplished any thing that 
ought to have raised him above his fellow-citiaens. 
There is reason to fear that the Baron Dupuy was 
the only man in Hayti possessing such modest and 
unassimiing ideas. 

After the events of the revolution in the north, 
and the arrangements for the government of that dis- 
trict had been completed, Boyer made preparations 
for his return to Fort au Frince. Elated with suc- 
cess, and vain of what he termed his unexampled 
career of glory derived from the downfal of his rival 
chief, he signified a wish that his entrance into the 
city of government should be attended with some 
pomp and demonstrations of joy suitable to die 
occasion. Accordingly, those of his suite who 
knew that nothing could be more gratifying to the 
president than show and parade, prepared tx a 
triumphant entry, and at the northern gate an ard 
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was constructed and ornamented with a variety of 
devices celebrating his victory. But it having been 
communicated to Boyer anonymously, that some 
disaffected individuals were conspiring to shoot him 
as he passed through this arch, he arrived at the 
government house by a circuitous route, before the 
whole was completed, and without the knowledge 
of the populace. He began to make some inquiry re- 
specting the intelligence he had received, but it was 
soon suspended, as it was suggested by his chief 
officers that he would be acting wisely not to pro- 
secute it fiirther, as it might tend to fan the flame 
of disaffection rather than smother it. 

« 

The union of the north effected by this revolu- 
tion, did not seem at all gratifying to the people of 
the south, as they had imbibed a great dislike to the 
inhabitants under Christophe'*s government, from 
the civil feuds that had existed, and by which their 
Eves and property had so often been in jeopardy. 

The revolution in the north was followed by a 
similar event in the eastern or Spanish part, which 
took place at the end of the succeeding year. The 
first symptoms of the latter manifested itself in the 
city of Santo Domingo, the capital of the east. A 
deputation formed of the principal inhabitants wait- 
ed on President Boyer at Port au Prince, and ten- 
dered the submission of the people of the east to 
the republic, and soliciting that their country might 
be incorporated with it* 
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and inoffensive manners^ and for the courtly and 
unassuming conduct which he always manifested to 
every one who approached him. The day on which 
he died the people assembled in the square opposite 
to the government-house, waiting with the most 
painful anxiety to learn if all hopes of his recoveiy 
had vanished, and towards twelve o'^clock at night, 
when the gun fired to announce that he was no 
more, the cries and moans of all classes were heard 
through the different streets as they were verging 
towards the square. 

This was not the most dreadM part, nor thit 
which excited the greatest anxiety; those inha- 
bitants who had experienced the changes which 
had taken place during the time of Dessalines, 
and had seen the massacres of that wretch, began 
to fear a similar catastrophe during the interreg- 
num, from the rude state of the negro population, 
from their relaxed state of morals, and from a 
spirit of ungovernable insubordination, fostered hj 
the ill-judged mildness and leniency of the late 
President. The foreign merchants were alarmed, 
and apprehensive also of confusion as well as the 
probability of the destruction of their property; 
their fears in this respect were however fortunately 
unfounded, as nothing occurred which indicated the 
least disposition towards hostility and molestation. 
Fetion had designed Boyer for his successor, who was 
immediately after his decease accordingly dedaied 
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President in the custoinary form, and took upon 
himself the administration of the government. 

At the death of Petion, Christophe indicated no 
wish to interfere with the election of Boyer, who pre- 
served the tranquillity of his dominions. Christophe 
was still pursuing his system of aggrandizement, and 
had realized a very large sum of money in his trea- 
sury, with which he contemplated the purchase of the 
Spanish territory and to annex it to his dominions ; 
and for this purpose he had actually commenced a 
n^otiation through the agency of some powerful in- 
dividuals in London. This design unquestionably 
evinced great judgment, for it would have given him 
a decided superiority over the southern government, 
and he could have menaced all their points, and 
having a larger force would have been able to make 
considerable impression on their principal posts of 
defence; but his death, which took place in October 
1820, put an end to the negotiation, and esta- 
blished the union between the north and south, 
uniting them in one government, designated " The 
Republic of Hayti.'' 

The system pursued by Christophe had become 
too despotic for the people ; exceeding the bounds 
of prudence, his ambition had no limits, and his 
tyranny and oppression became at last so insupport- 
able that neither the people nor his troops would 
«ny longer submit to his power and caprice. A. 
Tevolution ensued which began with the revolt of 
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the garrison of St. Marc, the commandant of wW 
sent a courier to Boycr to inform him of the e 
and of the wish of the people to place themselves 
under his government. Shortly after, the city of 
Cape Haytian followed the example, and the troops 
were preparing to march against Christophe who 
was confined by sickness at Sans Souci. Hia guiuds 
now revolted, and finding all chance of escape im- 
possible, he shot himself with a pistol in his om 
chamber. His sons were killed by the troops, w 
well as several of his officers of state who were ob- 
noxious to the people and the soldiers. His eldest 
son, it was said, exhibited the most abject subtnit- 
sion, and begged them to save his life; whilst 1" 
youngest defended himself with great heroism, ii!i 
iiig several of the soldiers, but was at last cut do"!- 
and shockingly mangled. 

His wife and daughters were spared through iht 
interference of Boyer, who sent them to I'orl r 
Prince by water, with instructions that they shou 
be particularly protected, and not disturbed by ;' 
citizens; and after his return to the city, perr . 
sion was given them to leave the country, vl'- 
they accepted, and sailed for England, where ili' ■ 
were received, by those persons who were admif' 
of Chris tophe, with some respect and attention. 
small estate was secured to them, and Madauwi 
Christophe's jewels, which were valuable, were A 
stored to her, and I have reason to beliere t 



CHAP. YIII.] 0£ SAINT DOMIKGO. 231 

she is in possession of an income which, although 
not splendid, is quite enough for the purposes of 
genteel life. She was considered a good and humane 
woman, and often softened the anger of her hus- 
band, who was addicted to sudden gusts of passion, 
and to the infliction of punishment with imjust se- 
verity. But notwithstanding his impetuosity of 
temper, he was the only man who was competent 
to preside over a people in the state of ignorance in 
irhich his subjects were. He not only possessed the 
discernment necessary to discriminate between that 
which was advantageous to his country and that 
which was injurious to his interest, but he had the 
courage and resolution to enforce the one and pre- 
vent the other. Had Christophe lived he would 
have raised his country in affluence and in civiliza- 
tion, but his death has simk the former, and re- 
tarded the latter ; and the people, now left to pursue 
with an unlimited range their own propensities, will 
dwindle again into that condition of ignorance 
which is characteristic of the early periods of the 
levolution. 
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Jean Pierre Boyer, who succeeded the bite pre- 
sident, Petion, and who consequently became chief 
of the countries of his predecessor and iji Christo^e 
united, is a native of Port au Prince, and is about 
forty-eight or fifty years of age. He is a muUtto, 
but somewhat darker than the people of that dan. 
His father, a man of good repute and possessed 
of some wealth, was a store-keeper and a tailor in 
that city. His mother was a negress of the Congo 
country in Africa, and had been a slave in the 
neighbourhood. He joined the cause of the Com- 
missioners Santhonax and Polverel, with whom be 
retired, after the arrival of the English, to Jacmel, 
when he joined General Rigaud, whom be accom- 
panied to France, after the submission of the south 
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to the authority of Toussaint. On his voyage 

* 

thither he was captured by the Americans, during 
the short dispute between France and the United 
States, and after the adjustment of the differences 
between those two powers he was released. Having 
resided in France some time, he, with many other 
persons of colour, attached himself to the expe- 
dition of Le Clerc, and accompanied that arma- 
ment for the subjugation of the colony: but on 
the death of that general, he joined Fetion, who 
successively appointed him to be his aid-de-camp, 
private secretary, chief of his staff, general of the 
arrondissement of Fort au Frince, and finally 
named him for his successor in the presidential 
chair. 

Boy^ is below the middle size, and very slender; 
his visage is far from being pleasing, but he has a 
quick eye, and makes a good use of it, for it is in- 
cessantly in motion. His constitution is weak, and 
he is afflicted with a local disease, which compels 
him to be exceedingly abstemious. He is fond of 
parade and exterior ornaments, as is the custom of 
the country, but he does not display his propensi- 
ties for them, except in compelling those of his 
staff and household to appear in all their embellish- 
ments* He is but little seen among his people, 
except on a Sunday, when he appears at the head 
of his troops, and after reviewing them he rides 
ihrough the city, attended by a cortege of officers 
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and guards. He is exceedingly vain of his person, 
and imagines that it is attractive and captivating, 
and tliat his manners are irresistible. 

I shall now proceed to notice a few of the pro- 
ceedings of Boyer after his elevation to the supremt 
command in the republic. 

I remarked in the last chapter, that the com- 
mander of the troops of ChrJstophe at St, Mitr, 
on binding that his soldiers had determined on i 
revolt, had sent to inform Boyer of the circani- 
stance, and invited him to proceed to that place 
and take possession of it. No sooner had Boyer 
received this intimation than he made prepara- 
tions to march into the north. He took only a fi" 
troops, consisting of his horse and foot guard?, 
being aware that there would he no resislann 
to his advance, and that the people were ready •." 
submit to him without any opposition. This «j 
pleasing to the president, who, aa it has bed. 
observed before, never shewed any disposition t'n- 
hoBtile measures, and that fighting was a tradi 
to which he was unaccustomed, and for which h--- 
had no predilection. On his arrival at St. Man-i 
he received the submission of the inhabitants, and 
was joined by the revolted troops of Christophc: 
and he also received information of the deatli <•( 
that chief, and that General Paul Romain, Prince 
du Limhc, had declared for the republic. He hM 
tlicrelbre nothing lo apprehend trom any inuumi^ 
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tion likely to be given to his advance. On the 2l8t 
of October, 1820, he entered Gonaives, which 
received him without any opposition, and on the 
22d he proceeded for the city of Cape Haytian, and 
the capital of Christophe, the inhabitants of which 
had made great preparations to receive him; he 
entered it the same night at the head of 20,000 
men, and on the 26th he was proclaimed presi- 
dent of the north. General Romain called upon the 
people to receive the president with every demon- 
stration of joy, and to acknowledge the people of 
the south as true Haytians and brothers, with the 
usual salutations of ^' Long live the Republic of 
Hayti!'' " Independence, Liberty, and Equality!'' 
and " President Boyer!'' 

After the first acclamations of the people had in 
some measure subsided, Boyer, by the advice of 
his officers and the chief people of the north, began 
to make such arrangements for incorporating the 
north with the southern government as were requi- 
site and imperative for the better administration of 
the united districts. The troops of Christophe were 
also removed from their stations to others in the 
south, whilst those of the south, in some cases, suo- 
oeeded them : and those general officers who had 
Uiken prominent parts in bringing about the re- 
volution were confirmed in their rank ; but as the 
government was republican, all distinctions of title 
^^ abolished, and the designation of citizen was 
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adopted, as in the south. Some of those who were 
raised to titles by Christophe, and had sunrived 
the revolution, were well pleased to be disrobed ci 
the trappings of nobility, because it entailed upon 
them an expenditure beyond their scanty means. 
The Baron Dupuy told me that he was pleased 
with the designation of citizen, whilst the appella- 
tion of baron had always sounded disagreeably to 
him. Noble distinctions, he said, suited those 
only whose conduct was noble, and who had by their 
virtues truly earned them. For his part he was 
not aware that he had accomplished any thing that 
ought to have raised him above his fellow-citixens. 
There is reason to fear that the Baron Dupuy was 
the only man in Hayti possessing such modest and 
unassiuning ideas. 

After the events of the revolution in the north, 
and the arrangements for the government of that dis- 
trict had been completed, Boyer made preparations 
for his return to Fort au Frince. Elated with suc- 
cess, and vain of what he termed his unexampled 
career of glory derived from the downfal of his rival 
chief, he signified a wish that his entrance into the 
city of government should be attended with some 
pomp and demonstrations of joy suitable to die 
occasion. Accordingly, those of his suite who 
knew that nothing could be more gratifying to the 
president than show and parade, prepared fiir a 
triumphant entry, and at the northern gate an arch 
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was constructed and ornamented with a variety of 
devices celebrating his victory. But it having been 
communicated to Boyer anonymously, that some 
disaffected individuals were conspiring to shoot him 
as he passed through this arch, he arrived at the 
government house by a circuitous route, before the 
whole was completed, and without the knowledge 
of the populace. He began to make some inquiry re- 
electing the intelligence he had received, but it was 
soon suspended, as it was suggested by his chief 
officers that he would be acting wisely not to pro- 
secute it ftirther, as it might tend to fan the flame 
of disaffection rather than smother it. 

The union of the north effected by this revolu- 
tion, did not seem at all gratifying to the people of 
the south, as they had imbibed a great dislike to the 
inhabitants under Christophe'^s government, from 
the civil feuds that had existed, and by which their 
lives and property had so often been in jeopardy. 

The revolution in the north was followed by a 
similar event in the eastern or Spanish part, which 
took place at the end of the succeeding year. The 
first symptoms of the latter manifested itself in the 
dty of Santo Domingo, the capital of the east. A 
deputation formed of the principal inhabitants wait- 
ed on President Boyer at Port au Prince, and ten- 
dered the submission of the people of the east to 
the republic, and soliciting that their country might 
be incorporated with it. 
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and inoffensive manners, and for the courtly and 
unassuming conduct which he always manifested to 
every one who approached him. The day on which 
he died the people assembled in the square opposite 
to the government-house, waiting with the most 
painful anxiety to learn if all hopes of his recovery 
had vanished, and towards twelve o'^clock at night, 
when the gun fired to announce that he was no 
more, the cries and moans of all classes were heard 
through the different streets as they were verging 
towards the square. 

This was not the most dreadM part, nor that 
which excited the greatest anxiety; those inha- 
bitants who had experienced the changes which 
had taken place during the time of Dessalines, 
and had seen the massacres of that wretch, began 
to fear a similar catastrophe during the interreg- 
num, from the rude state of the negro population, 
from their relaxed state of morals, and from a 
spirit of ungovernable insubordination, fostered by 
the ill-judged mildness and leniency of the late 
President. The foreign merchants were alarmed, 
and apprehensive also of confrision as well -as the 
probability of the destruction of their property; 
their fears in this respect were however fortunately 
unfounded, as nothing occurred which indicated the 
least disposition towards hostiUty and molestatioo. 
Petion had designed Boyer for his successor, who was 
immediately after his decease accordingly dedaved 
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President in the custoinary form, and took upon 
himself the administration of the government. 

At the death of Petion, Christophe indicated no 
wish to interfere with the election of Boyer, who pre- 
served the tranquillity of his dominions. Christophe 
was still pursuing his system of aggrandizement, and 
had realized a very large sum of money in his trea- 
sury, with which he contemplated the purchase of the 
Spanish territory and to annex it to his dominions ; 
and for this purpose he had actually commenced a 
n^otiation through the agency of some powerfiil in- 
dividuals in London. This design unquestionably 
evinced great judgment, for it would have given him 
a decided superiority over the southern government, 
and he could have menaced all their points, and 
having a larger force would have been able to make 
considerable impression on their principal posts of 
defence; but his death, which took place in October 
1820, put an end to the negotiation, and esta- 
blished the union between the north and south, 
imiting them in one government, designated " The 
RepubUc of Hayti.'' 

The system pursued by Christophe had become 
too despotic for the people ; exceeding the bounds 
of prudence, his ambition had no limits, and his 
tyranny and oppression became at last so insupport- 
able that neither the people nor his troops would 
any longer submit to his power and caprice. A 
levolution ensued which began with the revolt of 
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the garrison of St. Marc, the commandant of which 
sent a courier to Boyer to inform him of the eyent, 
and of the wish of the people to place themselves 
under his government. Shortly after, ihe city of 
Cape Haytian followed the example, and the troops 
were preparing to march against Christophe who 
was confined by sickness at Sans Souci. His guards 
now revolted, and finding all chance of escape im- 
possible, he shot himself with a pistol in his own 
chamber. His sons were killed by the troops, as 
well as several of his officers of state who were ob- 
noxious to the people and the soldiers. His eldest 
son, it was said, exhibited the most abject sulmiis- 
sion, and begged them to save his life ; whilst lus 
youngest defended himself with great heroism, kill- 
ing several of the soldiers, but was at last cut down 
and shockingly mangled. 

His wife and daughters were spared through the 
interference of Boyer, who sent them to Port w 
Prince by water, with instructions that they should 
be particularly protected, and not disturbed by the 
citizens ; and after his return to the city, permis- 
sion was given them to leave the country, which 
they accepted, and sailed for England, where they 
were received, by those persons who were admirers 
of Christophe, with some respect and attention. A 
small estate was secured to them, and Madame 
Christophers jewels, which were valuable, were re- 
stored to her, and I have reason to believe that 
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she is in possession of an income which, although 
not splendid, is quite enough for the purposes of 
genteel life. She was considered a good and humane 
woman, and often softened the anger of her hus- 
band, who was addicted to sudden gusts of passion, 
and to the infliction of punishment with unjust se- 
verity. But notwithstanding his impetuosity of 
temper, he was the only man who was competent 
to preside over a people in the state of ignorance in 
which his subjects were. He not only possessed the 
discernment necessary to discriminate between that 
which was advantageous to his country and that 
which was injurious to his interest, but he had the 
courage and resolution to enforce the one and pre- 
vent the other. Had Christophe lived he would 
have raised his country in affluence and in civiliza- 
tion, but his death has sunk the former, and re- 
tarded the latter ; and the people, now left to pursue 
with an unlimited range their own propensities, will 
dwindle again into that condition of ignorance 
which is characteristic of the early periods of the 
revolution. 
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Jean Pierre Boyer, who succeeded the late pre- 
sident, Petion, and who consequently becaoae chief 
of the countries of his predecessor and ci Christophe 
united, is a native of Port au Prince, and is about 
forty-eight or fifty years of age. He is a mulatto^ 
but somewhat darker than the people of that dasB. 
His father, a man of good repute and possessed 
of some wealth, was a store-keeper and a tailor in 
that city. His mother was a negress of the Congo 
country in Africa, and had been a slave in the 
neighbourhood. He joined the cause of the Com- 
missioners Santhonax and Polverel, with whom he 
retired, after the arrival of the English, to Jacmd, 
when he joined General Rigaud, whom he accom- 
panied to France, after the submission of the south 
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to the authority of Toussaint. On his voyage 
thither he was captured by the Americans, during 
the short dispute between France and the United 
States, and after the adjustment of the differences 
between those two powers he was released. Having 
resided in France some time, he, with many other 
persons of colour, attached himself to the expe- 
dition of Le Clerc, and accompanied that arma- 
ment for the subjugatiopi of the colony: but on 
the death of that general, he joined Petion, who 
successively appointed him to be his aid-de-camp, 
private secretary, chief of his staff, general of the 
iurrondissement of Port au Prince, and finally 
named him for his successor in the presidential 
chair. 

Boy^ is below the middle size, and very slender; 
his visage is far from being pleasing, but he has a 
quick eye, and makes a good use of it, for it is in- 
cessantly in motion. His constitution is weak, and 
he is afflicted with a local disease, which compels 
him to be exceedingly abstemious. He is fond of 
parade and exterior ornaments, as is the custom of 
the country, but he does not display his propensi- 
ties for them, except in compelling those of his 
staff and household to appear in all their embellish- 
ments* He is but little seen among his people, 
except on a Sunday, when he appears at the head 
of his troops, and after reviewing them he rides 
ibroogh the city, attended by a cortege of officers 
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I imagines 



exceedingly vwn of 
It is attractive and c 
and that his manners are irresistible. 

I shall now proceed to notice a few of the pri>. 
ceedings of IJoyer after his elevation to the supreme 
command in the repuhlic. 

I remarked in the last chapter, that the com- 
mander of the troops of Christoplie at St. Mvt, 
on finding that his soldiers had determined a 
revolt, had sent to inform Boyer of the c 
stance, and invited him to proceed to that pbl 
and take possession of it. No sooner had BoJ 
received this intimation than he made prepfl 
tions to march into the north. He took only &A 
troops, consisting of his horse and foot gund 
being aware that tliere would be no resistant 
to his advance, and that the people were readj 1 
submit to him without any opposition. This m 
pleasing to the president, who, as it has be| 
observed before, never shewed any dispositioii I 
hostile measures, and that fighting was a tni 
to which he was imaccustomed, and for whidi i 
had no predilection. On his arrival at St. Ma 
he received the submission of the inhabitants, M 
was joined by the revolted troops of Chriati^ 
and he also received information of the deatbS 
that chief, and that General Paul Romain, PtiB 
du Limbc, had declared for the republic. He 9^ 
therefore nothing to apprehend tram any ini« 
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tion likely to be given to his advance. On the 2l8t 
of October, 1820, he entered Gonaives, which 
received him without any opposition, and on the 
22d he proceeded for the city of Cape Haytian, and 
the capital of Christophe, the inhabitants of which 
had made great preparations to receive him; he 
entered it the same night at the head of 20,000 
men, and on the 26th he was proclaimed presi- 
dent of the north. General Remain called upon the 
people to receive the president with every demon- 
stration of joy, and to acknowledge the people of 
the south as true Haytians and brothers, with the 
usual salutations of ^' Long live the Republic of 
Hayti!'' " Independence, Liberty, and Equality!'' 
and " President Boyer!'' 

After the first acclamations of the people had in 
some measure subsided, Boyer, by the advice of 
his o£Scers and the chief people of the north, began 
to make such arrangements for incorporating the 
north with the southern government as were requi- 
site and imperative for the better administration of 
the united districts. The troops of Christophe were 
also removed from their stations to others in the 
south, whilst those of the south, in some cases, suc- 
ceeded them : and those general officers who had 
taken prominent parts in bringing about the re- 
volution were confirmed in their rank ; but as the 
government was republican, all distinctions of title 
w&e abolished, and the designation of citizen was 
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adopted, as in the south. Some of those who were 
raised to titles by Christophe, and had sunriyed 
the revolution, were well pleased to be disrobed of 
the trappings of nobility, because it entailed upon 
them an expenditure beyond their scanty means. 
The Baron Dupuy told me that he was pleased 
with the designation of citizen, whilst the appella- 
tion of baron had always sounded disagreeably to 
him. Noble distinctions, he said, suited those 
only whose conduct was noble, and who had by their 
virtues truly earned them. For his part he was 
not aware that he had accomplished any thing that 
ought to have raised him above his fellow-citii^u. 
There is reason to fear that the Baron Dupuy was 
the only man in Hayti possessing such modest and 
unassimiing ideas. 

After the events of the revolution in the north, 
and the arrangements for the government of that dis- 
trict had been completed, Boyer made preparations 
for his return to Port au Prince. Elated with suc- 
cess, and vain of what he termed his unexampled 
career of glory derived from the downfal of his rival 
chief, he signified a wish that his entrance into the 
city of government should be attended with some 
pomp and demonstrations of joy suitable to the 
occasion. Accordingly, those of his suite who 
knew that nothing could be more gratifying to the 
president than show and parade, prepared for a 
triumphant entry, and at the northern gate an arch 
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was constructed and ornamented with a variety of 
devices celebrating his victory. But it having been 
communicated to Boyer anonymously, that some 
disaffected individuals were conspiring to shoot him 
as he passed through this arch, he arrived at the 
government house by a circuitous route, before the 
whole was completed, and without the knowledge 
of the populace. He began to make some inquiry re- 
q>ecting the intelligence he had received, but it was 
soon suspended, as it was suggested by his chief 
officers that he would be acting wisely not to pro- 
secute it Airther, as it might tend to fan the flame 
of disaffection rather than smother it. 

The union of the north effected by this revolu- 
tion, did not seem at all gratifying to the people of 
the south, as they had imbibed a great dislike to the 
inhabitants under Christophe'^s government, from 
the civil feuds that had existed, and by which their 
Kves and property had so often been in jeopardy. 

The revolution in the north was followed by a 
similar event in the eastern or Spanish part, which 
took place at the end of the succeeding year. The 
first symptoms of the latter manifested itself in the 
city of Santo Domingo, the capital of the east. A 
deputation formed of the principal inhabitants wait- 
ed on President Boyer at Port au Prince, and ten- 
dered the submission of the people of the east to 
the republic, and soliciting that their country might 
be incorporated with it. 
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Boyer no sooner received tlie comnm 
the deputies, than he began to march a fi 
the Spanish frontiers, which he immediately 1 
lowed with his staff; the whole as they adva 
receiving on their ronte the congratulations o 
inhahitants and expressions of good will and p 
perity to the repubhc. In the Spanish part at il 
time there were a great many of the Haytiang n 
had taken up their residence as cultivatorB, an 
made some progress in their httle plantations ; 
with the people of colour formed the largest pro 
tion of the inhabitants ; and when the n 
union with their western islanders was first i 
gested hy the leading men in the city of Santa 
Domingo, a ready acquiescence was shewn hy them, 
and a wish expressed that it should be proposed h 
Boyer without delay. On the arrival of the p 
sident in the city, the people displayed their si 
faction at being united to his government, and | 
with the same manifestations of pleasure i 
them of his protection and good will. Such arr 
ments as were adviseahle for the future govemmai 
of the east were made without much delay, i 
General Borjellas was left in command of the ci^^ 
and to carry into effect those plans which hadb 
determined upon by the president and the people 

By the annexation of the eastern part thereftJ 
the whole island became subject to one goverama 
From Cape Tiburon to Cape Siunana, and t 
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Cape Nicolas Mole to Cape Engano, the power of 
Boyer extended, leaying no competitor to disturb 
hia arrangements, nor to attempt to defeat those 
views which he contemplated for the preservation 
and repose of his dominions. 

That a work of such magnitude should have been 
accomplished in so short a period, and without even 
the loss of blood and lives, seems more like the effect 
Qpmagkc than the result of the efforts of man; and 
so exceedingly vain was Boyer of the event, that 
he was known to declare that he thought himself 
like Bonaparte, and that he was endowed with almost 
supernatural power, and an agent of the Divine will 
to scourge those who had previously oppressed the 
people. He believes nothing to be the result 
of chance, or the effect of time and misrule ; and 
am^tes to himself the capacity of accomplishing 
any thing which he may design and wish to exe- 
cute. 

After having reduced the whole island quite 
under his subjection, it was thought that Boyer 
would take into his immediate consideration its 
condition so far as regarded agriculture, com- 
merce, and finance; and that he would resort to 
wise and judicious means by which the prosperity 
of the whole would be greatly promoted: that 
he would infuse a spirit of emulation into the cul- 
tivators, because there was nothing to interrupt 
thdff tranquillity, and they might pursue their 
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labour unmolested and undisturbed. But this was not 
done; he seemed to be quite insensible to the good 
effects that would result from the encouragement 
of agricultural labour ; and his people became so 
perfectly obstinate and indolent, that nothing oonld 
be obtained from them. Commerce also, which in 
the time of Petion began to decline, grew worse, 
and as the country produced but little, the people 
had the means of supplying but few wants : in fiict 
it appeared very evident that Boyer wished to adopt 
a system of governing different from that which had 
been pursued by any of his predecessors. His plan 
has been to keep his people ignorant of artificial 
wants. By this means he expects the more eaaly 
to obtain from the produce of the soil the supplies 
required for the wants of government : in this he 
persists against all the suggestions of those persons 
who are capable of pointing out the disadvantages 
that must accrue from this line of policy. Finding 
his wants great, and that he had no means of sup- 
plying them from the products of the soil, or from 
the revenue arising from his commercial intercourse, 
he was driven to a fresh issue of debased coin, and 
to the project of working the mines in the diflerent 
parts of his dominions, forgetting that the finest 
mine which Hayti possessed was in that soil, the 
very rich and productive quaUty of which was the 
theme of every man'^s praise. Nothing can Aew 
greater ignorance than considering gold and silver 



CHAP. IX.] OR SAINT DOMINGO. 241 

as real, instead of artificial wealth; or greater folly 
than exploring mines, whilst agriculture is neglect- 
ed. The issue of the debased coin must, some time 
or other, be attended with all those evils which the 
inability to redeem it at its ftdl value will inevitably 
bring on, and particularly in a country the inha- 
bitants of which are in that very backward state of 
knowledge, where its expediency, — ^if it could be 
expedient to resort to an issue of it, — ^was beyond 
thdr conception, or the nature of the loss caused 
by it beyond their comprehension. 

Another of Boyer^s inconsistent projects was his 
scheme for inducing France to recognize the inde- 
pendence of his country. Of all the impolitic mea- 
sures devised by man, this certainly must stand 
preeminent for its folly ; by his countrymen it must 
be deprecated as a wild scheme which will, in all 
probability, involve the republic in many difficul- 
ties. It is well known that on the 1st of January, 
1804, Hayti was declared to be independent, since 
which period no attempts had been made, or steps 
taken by the government of France to reclaim it, ex- 
cept the visit of the commissioners in 1814, whose 
mission Louis the XVIIIth declared was under- 
taken without the authority of the crown, and con- 
sequently disavowed. So that in point of fact 
no attempt had been made by France to reassert its 
sovereignty over the island. Having therefore been 
independent de facto for twenty-one years, and 
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Jean Pierre Boyer, who succeeded the hUe pre- 
sident, Petion, and who consequently becaiBe cbief 
of the countries of his predecessor and ci Christophe 
united, is a native of Port au Prince, and is about 
forty-eight or fifty years of age. He is a mulatto) 
but somewhat darker than the people of that daft 
His father, a man of good repute and possessei 
of some wealth, was a store-keeper and a tailor m 
that city. His mother was a negress of the Congo 
country in Africa, and had been a slave in the 
neighbourhood. He joined the cause of the C<hii- 
missioners Santhonax and Polverel, with whom he 
retired, after the arrival of the English, to Jacmel, 
when he joined General Rigaud, whom he accom- 
panied to France, after the submission of the south 
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to the authority of Toussaint. On his voyage 
thither he was captured by the Americans, during 
the short dispute between France and the United 
States, and after the adjustment of the differences 
[)etween those two powers he was released. Having 
resided in France some time, he, with many other 
persons of colour, attached himself to the expe- 
iition of Le Clerc, and accompanied that arma- 
ment for the subjugatiop of the colony: but on 
the death of that general, he joined Petion, who 
successively appointed him to be his aid-de-camp, 
private secretary, chief of his staff, general of the 
arrondissement of Fort au Prince, and finally 
named him for his successor in the presidential 
chair. 

Boya* is below the middle size, and very slender; 
his visage is far from bemg pleasing, but he has a 
quick eye, and makes a good use of it, for it is in- 
cessantly in motion. His constitution is weak, and 
he is afflicted with a local disease, which compels 
him to be exceedingly abstemious. He is fond of 
parade and exterior ornaments, as is the custom of 
the country, but he does not display his propensi- 
ties for them, except in compelling those of his 
staff and household to appear in all their embellish- 
ments* He is but little seen among his people, 
except on a Sunday, when he appears at the head 
of his troops, and after reviewing them he rides 
through the city, attended by a cortege of officers 
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and guards. He ia exceedingly vain of his person, 
and imagines that it is attractive and captivating, 
iind that his manners are irresistible. 

I shall now proceed to notice a few of the jini- 
ceedings of Boycr after his elevation to the supreme 
command in tlie republic. 

I remarked in the last chapter, that the i 
mander of the troops of Christophe at St. J 
on finding that bis soldiers had determined M 
revolt, had sent to inform Boyer of the c 
stance, and invited him to proceed to that ] 
and take possesdon of it. No sooner had 1 
received this intimation than he made prepa 
tions to march into the north. He took only afe« 
troops, consisting of his horse and foot guiinls. 
being aware that there would be no resistance _ 
to his advance, and that the people were ready H 
submit to him without any opposition. This i 
pleasing to the president, who, as it has I 
observed before, never shewed any diqrasition t 
hostile measures, and that fighting was t 
to which he was unaccustomed, and for which he 
had no predilection, On his arrival at St. Marc, 
he received the submission of the inhabitants, and 
was joined by the revolted troops of Christophe; 
and he also received information of the death uf 
that chief, and that General Paul Uomain, I'lincc 
du Limbe, bad declared for the republic. He Iiud 
therefore nothing to apprehend from uny intcmip- 
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tion likely to be given to his advance. On the Slst 
of October, 1820, he entered Gonaives, which 
received him without any opposition, and on the 
22d he proceeded for the city of Cape Haytian, and 
the capital of Christophe, the inhabitants of which 
had made great preparations to receive him; he 
entered it the same night at the head of 20,000 
men, and on the 26th he was proclaimed presi- 
dent of the north. General Remain called upon the 
people to receive the president with every demon- 
stration of joy, and to acknowledge the people of 
the south as true Haytians and brothers, with the 
usual salutations of ^^ Long live the Republic of 
Hay ti ! "^ " Independence, Liberty, and Equality ! "^ 
and " President Boyer!" 

After the first acclamations of the people had in 
some measure subsided, Boyer, by the advice of 
his o£Scers and the chief people of the north, began 
to make such arrangements for incorporating the 
north with the southern government as were requi- 
site and imperative for the better administration of 
the united districts. The troops of Christophe were 
also removed from their stations to others in the 
south, whilst those of the south, in some cases, suc- 
ceeded them : and those general officers who had 
taken prominent parts in bringing about the re- 
volution were confirmed in their rank ; but as the 
govemment was republican, all distinctions of title 
were abolished, and the designation of citizen was 
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adopted, as in the south. Some of those who were 
raised to titles by Christophe, and had survived 
the revolution, were well pleased to be disrobed of 
the trappings of nobility, because it entailed upon 
them an expenditure beyond their scanty means. 
The Baron Dupuy told me that he was pleased 
with the designation of citizen, whilst the appella- 
tion of baron had always sounded disagreeably to 
him. Noble distinctions, he said, suited those 
only whose conduct was noble, and who had by their 
virtues truly earned them. For his part he was 
not aware that he had accomplished any thing that 
ought to have raised him above his fellow-citixeii& 
There is reason to fear that the Baron Dupuy was 
the only man in Hayti possessing such modest and 
unassuming ideas. 

After the events of the revolution in the north, 
and the arrangements for the government of that dis- 
trict had been completed, Boyer made preparations 
for his return to Port au Prince. Elated with suio 
cess, and vain of what he termed his unexampled 
career of glory derived from the downfal of his rival 
chief, he signified a wish that his entrance into the 
city of government should be attended with some 
pomp and demonstrations of joy suitable to the 
occasion. Accordingly, those of his suite who 
knew that nothing could be more gratifying to the 
president than show and parade, prepared ton a 
triumphant entry, and at the northern gate an ardi 



CHAP. IX.] OB SAINT DOMINGO. 237 

was constructed and ornamented with a variety of 
devices celebrating his victory. But it having been 
communicated to Boyer anonymously, that some 
disaffected individuals were conspiring to shoot him 
as he passed through this arch, he arrived at the 
government house by a circuitous route, before the 
whole was completed, and without the knowledge 
of the populace. He began to make some inquiry re- 
specting the intelligence he had received, but it was 
soon suspended, as it was suggested by his chief 
officers that he would be acting wisely not to pro- 
secute it fiirther, as it might tend to fan the flame 
of disaffection rather than smother it. 

The union of the north effected by this revolu- 
tion, did not seem at all gratifying to the people of 
the south, as they had imbibed a great dislike to the 
inhabitants under Christophe'*s government, from 
the civil feuds that had existed, and by which their 
fives and property had so often been in jeopardy. 

The revolution in the north was followed by a 
similar event in the eastern or Spanish part, which 
took place at the end of the succeeding year. The 
first symptoms of the latter manifested itself in the 
city of Santo Domingo, the capital of the east. A 
deputation formed of the principal inhabitants wait- 
ed on President Boyer at Port au Prince, and ten- 
dered the submission of the people of the east to 
the republic, and soliciting that their country might 
be incorporated with it. 
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or its vicinity, and those established in that quarter 
axe not worthy of the designation; they are mere 
patches visible on an extended sm&ce, and firom the 
elevations around them have only the appearance of 
detached spots cultivated as gardens. There is no- 
thing like an extensive scene of cultivation^ nor can 
such be found througihout the whole of the republic. 
In this plain on the coast are situated St. Marc and 
Gronaives, which at one period were both places of 
considerable trade, and the inhabitants wealthy, 
living in great splendour and magnificence; but like 
other places inhaUted by the blacks and people of 
colour, they are neglected, the houses gone to decay, 
and allowed to moulder into ruins. Nothing is left 
to remind the traveller of what they were. Con- 
trasting what they are with what they are repre^ 
aented to have been, he at once infers, that the pre- 
sent inhabitants are a race devoid of all desire of 
improvement, and only raised a very small degree 
above the brute creation, from whom in their natures 
and habits they differ but little. 

The north, taking the whole of the point west- 
ward from Port de Faix to Cape Nicolas Mole^ 
abounds in fertile plains, and in rich and productive 
lands, well watered, and capable of great improve- 
ment, where agriculture might be carried on widi 
great advantage, and where even an European, in a 
climate almost approaching to the temperature of his 
native country, might undergo manual labour with- 
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or caids with a ndglibouE, generally as indolent and 
as unconcerned as himself. The plains are finely wa^. 
tered; for independently of La Grande Riviere 
there are innumerable smaller streams that water the 
different parts, and in the event of any extraordinary 
drought, irrigation could be easily resorted to for 
the purpose of supporting vegetation. But this is 
not often the case, as the seasons jappear very regu. 
lar, and the country in general is well supplied with 
rain fiom the great attraction of the eurrounding 
mountainous districts, which are covered with al- 
most impenetrable underwoods, and the showers 
descend into the valleys, and fertilize the soil in an 
extraordinary degree. 

To the northward of the plains of the Cul de Sac, 
in the vicinity of L' Arcahaze, there is nothing to 
be seen that in the least indicates a country in that 
state of productiveness which is pleasing to the tra- 
veller; every thing exhibits a degree of negligence 
that is truly astonishing, particularly when the fer- 
tility of the sou is so well known. 

The whole of the extensive and fertile plain of 
the Artibanite is in a similar condition; and although 
it receives all the beneficial influence derived from 
the overflowings of the river of the same name which 
washes an extent of fifiiy leagues, emptying itself into 
the bay of St. Marc, still the people do not evince any 
disposition to cultivate the land. Scarcely a sugar 
plantation is to be seen until you approach Gonaives 
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or its vicinity, and those eetablished in that tjuarUr 
are not worthy of the designation ; they are mm 
patches visible on an extended surface, and from^c 
elevations around them have only tlic appearance ul 
detached spots cultivated as gardens. There is no- 
thing like an extensive scene of cultivation, nor can 
such be found throughout the whole of the republic 
In this plain on the coast are situated St. Marc snil 
Gonaives, which at one period were both places of 
considerable trade, and the inhabitants wealthy, 
living in great splendour and magnificence; bullika 
other places inhabited by the blacks and peopb % 
colour, they are neglected, the houses gone to A 
and allowed to moulder into ruins. Nothing is b 
to remind the traveller of what they were. 
trasting what they are with what they are rep 
senled to have been, he at once infers, that the | 
sent inhabitants are a race devoid of all i 
improvement, and only raised a very small t 
above the brute creation, from whom in thrai u 
and habits they difi'er but little. 

The north, taking the whole of the point n 
ward from Port de Pais to Cape Nicolas 1 
abounds in fertile plains, and in rich and [ 
lands, well watered, and capable of great improve-" 
ment, where agriculture might be carried on »ith 
great advantage, and where even an Buropean, in i 
chmatc almost approaching to the t«m|Krature of hi> 
native country, might undergo u<uiutil labour willi- 
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out any more inconyemence from it than what is ex- 
perienced by a labourer in Europe in the months 
of July and August This is evident from the 
circumstance of a colony of Germans and Dutch 
in the neighbourhood of Cape Nicolaa Mole hav- 
ing cultivated their lands unaided by the negroes, 
which, in proportion to their extent, are as pro- 
ductive now as they were at any period of the his- 
tory of the country. They do not, it is true, pro- 
duce sugar ; but in the culture of coffee and cot- 
ton they are exceedingly successfrd, and are in a 
fine thriving condition. These Germans and their 
ancestors seem to have resided in this part unmo- 
lested during the whole of the troubles of the revo- 
lution and rebellion; and by the leading chiefs, 
subsequent to those events, they have been respected 
and protected. 

In this district of the island there were several 
places of considerable notoriety in the time of the 
French, but they are now sunk into disrepute, and 
in &ct mere villages. These are, the Platform, 
the town of Cape Nicolas Mole, Jean Rabel, 
and Port de Paix. The Platform was noted in the 
time of the revolutionary war with France for being 
a place from which a great many privateers were 
fitted out for the purpose of menacing our trade 
from Jamaica, being within sight of ships passing 
to the northward from that island. It is now, how- 
ever, of no consideration, as it contains only a few 
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housea mhnbited by fidiermcn, who, it is stud, i 
slonally turn pirates, wliesever they flnd a veaii 
close enough in shore upon which they can pom 
without running the risk o£ being seen by the c 
until they ate alongside. The harbour of Cape K 
colaa Mole was the principal place for the safe I 
choTBge of shipping in the western world, but ttl 
gone to neglect. The town consists now only a 
few scattered houses of no consideration, and i 
whole of the fine fortifications which secured tj 
harbour against an enemy are now nearly deraolislM 
and tumbling into ruins. The harbour is capaU 
of holding an immense fleet, and ships of the lai 
size may safely tide at anchor, shelteted from A 
wind from evety quarter. The mountains b 
them against it from the cast, north and south, i 
the wind from the south-west is greatly shut outlg 
the high land running westerly. 

The water in the hatbour and close to the ton| 
said to be from five to fifteen fathoms deep. In U 
negotiations with the Haytian government, the H 
of France was exceedingly anxious to have this p 
dehvcred up to him, for the purpose of a place) 
scciuity for Hs fleets, or rather for a footing in m 
island, with a view of menacing the Hayli 
whenever he felt disposed to threaten them witb 
displeasure. But they had sense enough to i 
this demand, and the ting was wise enough nt 
contend for it, knowing that, in the event of B 
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not fiilfilHng his engagements, it would fall an easy 
prey to a very small force that might be sent against 
it The British homeward-bound ships, during the 
war with France, were greatly annoyed by priva- 
teers fiom this port, as they passed within sight of 
the Mole, and so near at times, beating to wind- 
ward, that it might easily be distinguished whether 
they wiere merchantmen or men-of-war. It was 
therefore between the Platform and this port that 
most of the captures took place, and lately this 
space has been the hiding-place for many piratical 
vessels, which run in under the land at day-light, 
strike theb sails and top-masts, and consequently 
lie unperceived during the day, whence they agun 
sail at night to commit fiirther depredations. This 
became so glaring at last, that Boyer was obliged to 
send one of his vessels to intercept them; but I do 
not hear that he succeeded. 

Jean Rabel is an inconsiderable port, with only a 
few houses saved during the revolution. The plains 
of the same name in its vicinity used to be exceed- 
ingly fertile, but there is now but little done in the 
culture of them, and in fact the whole of this part 
of the island exhibits a picture of indolence too 
shameful for any government to tolerate. 

Port de Paix is opposite to the island of Tortuga 
at the mouth of the Three Riv^s; it is of no mag- 
nitude, not being a port of entry for shipping as it 
was formerly; nor is it required, for there is little or 
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no traffic, there being but little produce in its neigli- 
bourhood. It was celebrated in tbc time of the Buc- 
caneers for being the place of their frequent reson, 
after their plundering and marauding voyages in i!ii 
adjacent seas. It was here that the celebrated Mor- 
gan, who was afterwards knighted by Charles the 
Second, and became lieutenant-governor of Jamaica, 
lirst joined the "Brethren of the Coast", the term 
uaually given to the Buccaneers, of whom he finsli^ 
became the daring and most famous leader. In tlu 
vicinity of Port de Pwx there is a medicinal spring, 
the waters of which are strongly Bulphuretted, aoA 
are much used and esteemed in cutaneous «^aes£c«- 
The plains of the north, formerly celebrated fcr 
their sugar plantations, and extending from tlic 
Three Rivera to the old Spanish lines of demarts- 
tion, are in a similar state with every other pal 
of the country, only partially cultivated in tlic 
elevated parts, with coffee and some cotton. Itii 
impossible to view these celebrated plains vilhnU 
regret, and to reflect on the impolitic measuret of 
the present ruler, which preclude the European d 
chance of adventuring with hie capital, and tryin)! 
what might be accomplished by investing it in tlif 
Boil. The most beneficial offer waa ouce made la 
him by an American company to colonise a dis- 
trict, by sending from that country five thouHiul 
blacks, to be emancipated in the event of their b 
bhipped off from tlie United States. But lie n 
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to accede to the proposal; and what is more, he told 
the parties making the application that the American 
n^Toes were too much enlightened to be allowed to 
colonize in Hayti, as they might intrigue with the 
Haytians to undermine the state. There is no finer 
soil in the island for the production of sugar than 
is to be found in these plains; it is composed of a 
strong black mould, of great depth and exceedingly 
rich and niitritive for the cane, and is highly valu- 
able also for pasturage; but even on this no care or 
attention is bestowed, nor are there any pains taken 
in the breeding of cattle, for which the whole country 
presents the greatest facilities, from the luxuriance 
of its grass, and from the whole district being so well 
watered by rivers meandering through every part of 
it, and by those springs and smaller streams with 
which the whole island abounds. No country affords 
such retreats from the heat of the solar rays as this. 
Nature seems to have dispensed its blessings for 
man and beast with a liberal hand; but man here 
seems to be but little sensible of the beneficence of 
his Creator. All those elegant structures which. once 
gave the fi^ce of these plains and the mountains 
around them such an air of grandeur, and excited 
the admiration of the traveller, are demolished, and 
scarcely a vestige of their original site can be dis- 
covered. Sometimes a dilapidated stonewall, and the 
remains of a windmill may point out to the passer- 
by that near them once stood an extensive range of 
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buildings, and perhaps a mansion of eome mafi 
cence. The highly productive and very extensKI 
estates once to be seen in the vicinity of La Ped 
Ance, St. Acul, Limonde, La Grande Riviere, £ 
Dondon, Marmalade, Limbe, and Plaiaance, i 
now neglected wastes, with little to be seen but tLs 
spreading guavo, the wild indigo, and a thousani! 
other weeds and shrubs, raising themselves unmo- 
lested on the very epots which onco displayed all H 
luxuriance of vegetation, aided and matured by d 
skill and industry of tlie husbandman. 

Christophe certainly made etrong efforts to r( 
the cultivation of his country, and he made s 
progress ; but at the period when be was about to ' 
carry into effect a more rigid system for the cnlturt 
of the soil, he was cut off, his plans were laid saitlc 
by Boyer, and now, as in every other part of the 
country, nothing is seen in that district but deso- 
late wastes. 

The city of Cape Haytien, which is the oqtiul 
of the north, retains no vestige of its primitive splen- 
dour. It is, however, a much more pleasant and 
more elegant place than Port an Prince, and ilie in- 
habitants arc always kind and courteous to strangen, 
as they all are in that part of the country which «ii 
under Christophe ; a tiling which the stranger mint 
not expect at the seat of government, where the peo- 
ple are quite the reverse, and all spies. It is sitiute 
at the extremity of a bay, having the sea to (be 
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Bortfa, and moimtuns of considerable elevation on 
the south. It is strongly fortified, the old batteries 
of the French having been greatly improved by 
Christophe, who left nothing undone that could be 
accomplished in the way of strengthening his capital. 
Towards the sea the ramjuurts are very commanding, 
and an enemfk vessel would find considerable diffi- 
culty on entering the harbour, as she could only do 
so within range of the whole forts, which are well 
mounted with guns of large calibre. The only re- 
quisite in the event of war would be men possessing 
sufficient skill and courage to man these works and 
to defend them. The city is well supplied with 
pure water, which descends &om the mountains, over 
a gravelled surface, and receiving in its course no 
stream that can in the least injure its qualities. 

A military force of about five thousand men is 
kept up in this district, under the command of 
Greneral Magny. Part of this force garrisons the 
city, in which there are barracks for their residence; 
the other part is at different stations on the plains. 

The trade to the cape is somewhat circumscribed, 
the country round it being not so thickly inhabited 
as the south, but what little there is seems to be 
carried on with much more regularity, and a great 
deal more certainty as to the result, than at Port au 
Prince. I have heard it generally remarked that 
the people of the north have a greater sense of ho- 
nour and rectitude in their commercial dealings with 
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foreignerB, than the inhabitants of the south. 
tain it is that Christophe in his time exacted 6 
his people a slrict adherence to their word ii 
ters of commerce, and in the event of a 
claim a foreigner had a chance of redrcEs. Not so 
Port au Prince, where, if a foreigner have a d 
gainst a Haytian, it is ten to one against his getfi 
any redress, and fifty to one against his geli 
paid. 

Christophe, who always shewed a very great 
tention and respect for the British merchants i 
British subjects at the cape, or in any other p 
bis dominions, erected a very neat house on sj 
vation near the city, and furnished it somewl 
elegantly, in which he had put up billiard tabi 
expressly as a place of resort for them, and of I 
whole he made them a present, with his pl« 
that no person of the country should Ire permitted 
disturb them, nor should the premises he used 
his people at any time or for any purposes. 

At no great distance from the city of Cape I 
tien were those two stupendous works of Christot^ 
his palace of Sans Souci and tlie Citadel Henry, 
FortFerrier, the construction of which shews m 
labour and design, and the expense of their ct 
must have exceeded any thing that can be imagin 
as the cost of modem works. I cannot describe tl 
better than by quoting the account given of them 
a native of Hayti, in his narrative of Chrislopll 
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eleyation to the throne. ^^ The Citadel Henry,^ he 
says, ^^ that palladium of liberty, that majestic bul- 
wark of independence, that monument of the great- 
ness, and of the vast combinations of a Henry, is 
built on the lofty summit of one of the highest moun- 
tains in the island, whence you may discover to 
the left the island of Tortuga, and the reflection 
of its beautiftd canal; in firont, the gentle risings, 
with the city of Cape Henry, its roadstead, and the 
Tast expanse of the ocean ; on the right. La Grange, 
Monte Christi, the city of Fort Royal, Mancheneel 
Bay, and the surroundkig hills. The eye is grati- 
fied with the prospect of the beautiful plain, and 
the magnificent carpet of verdure spread before it. 
At the back, the extended chain of mountains seems 
as it were the frame to this enchanting picture. 
The position fortified by nature, and to which art 
lias added all its science, with casemates and bomb 
proofs, has secured it from being successfully be- 
deged, while the mouths of cannon overtop the ele- 
vation of the high ground, and command the adja- 
cent temtery, affording protection to the whole 
north, and indeed to Hayti itself, this being the 
most formidable defence it possesses.^* 

On the subject of this fort, I have before stated 
that it was built under the directions of an individual 
aaid to have been a Scotchman, of the name of 

* P* Saunders. 

IT 
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Ferrier, from whom it takes the appeUation of Fort 
Ferrier. 

Of the magnificence of the palace of Sans Soud, 
I shall give the description of Saunders, as conyey- 
ing an idea of what it was. ^' Sans Souci, a town 
rising into preference, and likely to become the capi- 
tal of Hayti, has been established. Ravines hsTe 
been filled up, mountains levelled, and public roads 
laid out. This superb royal palace, the glory rf 
Hayti, is carried up to a great elevation. The beauty 
and durability of its construction, its sumptaoos 
apartments, all with inlaid work, and lined with die 
most beautifiil and rarest tapestry, which was amassed 
at a great expense, and with particular care in the 
selection ; the frimiture and elegant tapestry, se- 
lected with good taste ; the gardens arranged with 
a just symmetry, through which meanders a pne 
stream, having a degree of freshness that partico- 
larly characterizes it, the jets d'eau, the fruit tnt$i 
and European productions, &c. &c., combine to em- 
bellish the retreat of a hero, and to attract the admi- 
ration of strangers ; whilst a church, whose noUe 
dome agreeably points out the richness of its arcU- 
tecture, and other public establishments, sodi tf 
arsenals, dock-yards, and barracks, have spnmg op 
around in spite of the ravages of war. To see the 
astonishing activity diffiised in all these works, one 
would say that the greatest tranquillity had pre- 
vailed, and that it was the hand of peace which 
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brought them to perfection! Immense treasures^ the 
fruits of economy in the public administration of 
finances, fill the spacious coffers of the Citadel 
Henry/' " I know it^, he says again, " to be one 
of the intentions of oiu: king to have the rotunda of 
his palace in the citadel paved and lined vith qua- 
druples. He is rich enough to do this.**^ 

The palace of Sans Souci was certainly (from the 
accounts given of it by many individuals now in 
Hayti, and who have often been admitted to the 
levies of King Christophe) upon a most magni^ 
fioent scale; and in el^ance of structure, as well as 
the dnralnlity of its materials, but little, if at all 
infisrior tp some of the most admired edifices of 
Europe. Christophe was lavish of his money in the 
building of this palace as well as the citadel, and 
whilst they were being erected, he acted with great 
severity towards his people, whom he compelled to 
cany die materials to the spot, neither age nor sex, 
except the decrepid and the very young, being spared. 

Christophe was once visited in this palace by an 
officer of the British navy, and a rdative of a right 
honourable gentleman high in his Majesty's coun* 
cils, to whom he shewed great attention and coiur- 
tesy? asd expressed great satisfaction at being ho- 
noosed with the «alls of British subjects who occa- 
sionally touched at the cape. In a conversation 
with this distinguished ofiicer on the subject of this 
stupendous palace, he said, ^^that his intentions were 

u2 
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U) ornament the walls with gold, and that thefloon 
should be laid with silver, that the ambassadon d 
the world, should any be sent to him, might seebov 
splendidly a western monarch could live.^ 

Fort Ferrier can be easily seen from the sea, and 
ships outward4Kmnd for any of the western ports, 
saiUng along the north side oF the island, hwe 
a good view of it from its amazing elevation, the 
stone of which it is built being so very white as to 
make it a most excellent land-mark. The palioe 
however cannot be discerned, and since the death 
ef Christophe, it has been mostly destroyed, notfamg 
but the walls being left. All the beautiful carded- 
work wainscoting has been taken from it,, the ma- 
hogany floor torn up, and the whole burnt by the 
people; and nothing remains except the ontwoilcB, 
which are converted into apartments for the miKtsry 
who are stationed there. 

Beyond the Massacre, in the old Spanish teni* 
tory, and on the banks of the Yague, the country is 
exceedingly productive, but quite n^lected. It is 
only a few years since that a very considerable trade 
was carried on between Jamaica and Monte Christi, 
and Puerto de Plata; the produce of those fine val- 
leys on each bank of the river, as well as of the 
fertile plains of La Vega Real, always found a ready 
market in the different ports of that island To- 
bacco, rice, Indian com, beans and peas, peculiars 
the West Indies, and in great request as food ht tte 
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negroes, were exported in large quantities, as were 
also homed cattle, mahogany, dye-wood, and often 
poultry. In return, ibe people took rum, salted 
provisions, ironmongery, cotton goods of a coarse 
quality, blue Yorkshire baize, Osnaburgs, and a va^ 
riety of other articles required for the laboiurers in 
Yood-cutting and agriculture. The annexation of 
the Spanish part to the republic stopped this inter- 
course,, and consequently the finest vent for the dis« 
posing of the produce of their industry became shut, 
and having no other intercourse, the demand has en* 
tirely ceased; There is no encouragement therefore 
left for husbandry, and all those lands which were 
before appropriated exclusively to the raising of the 
several articles which I have before enumerated, are 
now uncultivated, with the exception of mere patches 
where vegetables are raised for the immediate wants 
of the people. 

The town of Monte Christi is a place of little 
resort, its trade having been ruined by the restrictive 
laws in force in the West Indies. It stands at the 
extremity of the promontory on the north branch of 
the Yague. Occasionally American vessels call in^ 
and barter their provisions for mahogany and dye- 
woods, and sometimes take tobacco, the quality of 
which is much finer and milder than that of the 
United States. Contiguous to the river, and parti- 
cularly on its southern bank, the country abounds 
with mahogany and dye-woods, and in the mountains. 
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mines were said to exist, containing gold and rilva 
aiid other valuable ore. But very recently a com. 
pany formed in London for the purpose of exploring 
them, found that the undertaking would be attcndnl 
with a considerable waste of capital, without the 
possibility of obtaining returns likely to conipens.il; 
the outlay of the expetiment. There is great n-u 
son to doubt the representations that were madt Ij; 
tlie Haytian government on the subject of these 
mines, when they appeared so anxious to have them 
worked; their sanguine assurances of ultimate sll^ 
cess were only intended to delude, as they couki 
not seriously expect that any bcnciicial result wouW 
ftttcnd these operations. 

To the eastward, beyond the town of Santiagn. 
are the plains of La Vega Ileal, celebrated for their 
extreme verdure and fertility. They are in a great 
measure inclosed by the surrounding hiUs, which 
form an appearance not unlike an amphitlicatrc 
These plain8 are capaUe of prorfucing, were tkn 
properly tiUed, every description of tropical phnu, 
and in the elevated parts there is every reason to 
believe that European grain might easily be raised' 
The temi>erature of this district makes it a mo«l 
congenial spot for all sorts of agricultural IsbnuT, 
wid the culture of the soil would be rewarded niU 
an ample harvest. The whole of the plains are wcfl 
watered by innumerable small streams, which, flow. 
ing from dificrcnl parts of the mountains, empty 
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themselTes into the Yuna. This river, in its course 
to the bay of Sumana, is exceedingly convenient for 
the wood-cutters who float their mahogany and dye- 
woods down it into the bay, for the purpose of sale 
and shipping. 

Somalia, which appears as if it were detached 
fiom the main land, is a peninsida, and may be said 
to be nearly uninhabited. A few American free 
persons of colour have emigrated thither from the 
United States, for the purpose of cultivation ; but 
they have greatly diminished since their arrival, 
numbers clandestinely leaving it, finding that the 
assurances held out to them by the Hay tian govern- 
ment were only made for the purpose of deluding 
them to form a settlement It is a low and swampy 
situation, and not likely to be an eligible place for 
colonization, as fevers and agues are exceedingly 
prevalent. Notwithstanding all these unfavourable 
consequences, Bonaparte planned a new city about 
the middle of the peninsula, to be called Napoleon; 
finr this purpose, I am inclined to think that a survey 
was taken, but the design was finally given up. The 
hay of Sumana is very capacious, and affords a most 
delightfiil anchorage for shipping ; and it may b^ 
justly denominated the key to the Mona Passage, 
Ito all ships passing from the north through the pas- 
aage must be perceived by the vessels at anchor in 
the bay. 

There is nothing remarkable in the south-east 
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end of the island from the city of Santo Domingo to 
Higuey, with the exception of the extensive plftinl 
of Los LlamoB, through which the tiaveller p 
to Scibo, and tlience to Higuey. These plain 
have been well described by Mr. Walton i 
history of the Spanish colonies, and at tlie perio 
of his residence in the islimd, they were withoj 
doubt the most delightful pastures in the westei 
world. That writer says, " these astonishing plain 
constitute almost a sisth of the island, cxtendio 
nearly to the east end, a distance of more t 
ninety miles, on a width of about thirty. On tha 
cattle of more than a hundred owners pasture ! 
herds, and are collected, counted, and the youn 
branded at the season when the calf caiHiot mistal 
its mother. The dexterity with which the hen 
man on horseback with a lance in his hand sepsisli 
one of his master's brand from the rest, is wonde 
iul. In the dry season when the blade is long u 
rank, it is customary to burn all the grass on tl 
plains, which serves as an annual manure; for i 
that season the cattle generally take to the forests i 
search of the herbage which the sun lias not hadi] 
power to paich. The operation of burning is pfl 
formed by setting fire to the most eastern part i 
the tract, whence the wind regularly blows; 
spreads in long and succeeding volumes, frequcnll 
making the traveller recede, and cifachig the p 
through which he has been accustomed to joumcj 
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Subsequently to the repossession of the eastern part 
by the Spaniards on the expulsion of the French by 
€reneral Carmichael, a yery extensive trade in cattle 
was carried on with the island of Jamaica, which 
continued until the union with the west, when the 
intercourse was restricted, and, consequently, the 
breeding of cattle has not been so much attended 
to as formerly, as they have only their internal 
consumption to take them off. Many are now killed 
for the skin and tallow ; when the meat is jerked, 
and the Spaniards firom the continent of South 
America purchase it and ship it to the Havanna, 
where it is in great request for the slaves, and is 
called Tassaja. 

The town of Higuey was once of some note from 
the riches and magnificence of its church, which 
it appears escaped the ravages of the revolution, 
and was not visited by those sacrilegious wretches, 
who devoted all edifices to destruction that had 
once been the resort of the white inhabitants of the 
island. The people formerly used to go on a pilgrim- 
age to the shrine of the Virgin in this church from 
all parts of the island ; but a few only now imder- 
take it. The Virgin therefore has become poor, and 
the monks who used to ofiBciate are reduced to great 
shifts for an existence. I know not if this be a 
mark of improvement in the Haytians; at all events^ 
there seems to be less superstition and bigotry : a 
little^ however, is still left amongst the females. I 
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knew one instance of a female at Port au Prince 
who undertook a pilgrimage to the shi^e of the 
virgin. She went by water to the city of Santo 
Domingo ; and on her voyage thither was in great 
danger of being lost ; but far from being al&rmcd, 
she considered it as part of the penance she had to 
perform before she invoked the saint for a rerm»- 
fiion of her sins, and therefore exulted at her good 
luck in meeting with such a disaster on her way. 

The city of Santo Domingo, being, I believe, the 
oldest city in the republic, has been described l^ 
Walton as having been exceedingly strong, regu- 
larly built, and well fortified, and as contaiDiof; 
many public edifices of note. Having since hia timi; 
gone greatly into decay, it has declined in conse- 
quence, as well as in its commercial character; and 
it is remarkable, that in every place in which 
Haytian influence predominates, commercial enter- 
prise, and every other good quality appertaining to 
man, is sure to sink to the lowest ebb. This may 
appear extraordinary, but it is true, and the city of 
Santo Domingo is an example of what I now write; 
for'at this moment it certainly is in a state of in- 
conceivable misery, ami the greatest poverty asd 
wretch edacsB prevail amongst the people. No 
place in the republic is better situated for com- 
merce, were the people and the govcmmcat ib»- 
poscd to encourage it ; hut no such dispoattion il 
manifested by citLet : and those meicbants, i 
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formerly had extensive dealings with the Spanish 
Main, have thought it adviseable to leave it and take 
up their abode in a country where they are likely 
to receive some encouragement, and may be able to 
invest their capital, with some chance of receiving 
an equivalent return for their industry. 

The city is nearly a mile in circumference, and 
at this time does not contain above fourteen thou- 
sand inhabitants, although in the time of the 
Spaniards, including its attached district, it con- 
tained twenty-two thousand, and yet the population 
is said by the government to have increased exceed- 
ingly. 

The harbour of Santo Domingo is a very in- 
different one, being too much exposed to the south 
winds, but the ground is good for holding. It was 
in this harbour that Admiral Sir John Duckworth 
defisated a French squadron in the beginning of 
1806. They were at anchor nearly under the walls 
of the city, from the batteries of which they re- 
ceived some protection; but the British were not 
to be intimidated. Putting every obstacle at defiance, 
they boldly entered, attacked the French line in 
BQOoeseion, and obtained a decisive victory, taking 
and destroying the greatest part. 

The river Ozama, which washes the eastern side 
of the dty, is a strong and wide stream, and is of 
great advantage to it, as it not only carries off a 
great deal of the decayed animal and vegetable 
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matter that is at times to be found in the Yicmity, 
but offers great facilities for floating down timber 
and for carrying provisions and produce from the 
interior of the country. 

To the westward of the city of Santo Domingo 
as far as Jacmel, the whole coimtry is very little in- 
habited, although it is most beautifully picturesque, 
and affords every encouragement to the cultivator 
from the extreme richness of its soil. The bay of Ocoi 
has several convenient anchorages for shipping, and 
it is here that the largest quantity of mahogany and 
dye-woods is shipped for Europe and the United 
States; and formerly cattle were purchased, of 
which the supply was extensive and the prices ex- 
ceedingly cheap. The Neyva, a river which hu 
its source in the mountains of Cibas, and nms 
through a very rich and delightfrdly romantic dis- 
trict, emptying itself into a bay of the same nam^ 
receives vessels of small draught of water, for tk 
purpose of conveying the products of the countiy 
on its banks to Jacmel for a market. In the 
neighbourhood of the banks of the Neyva are many 
remains of sugar settlements. This district is wdl 
watered, and occasionally shaded from the power 
of the Sim ; and as the soil is strong, it must hxn 
been highly productive in sugar as well as con- 
genial for the breeding of cattle : nothing can ex- 
ceed its verdure, and its fertility is generally ad- 
mitted. The palmetto, or mountain-cabbage, grows 
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in tbis district in a most flourishing state, demon- 
strating the richness of the soil, as this vegetable 
wiU not arrive at very high perfection except in 
tracts of country where the soil possesses great 
nutritive powers as well as a moderate degree of 
moisture. 

From the Neyva to the west of the penmsula at 
Cape Tiburon the only places now of any trade or 
of the least note, are Jacmel and Aux Cases. Jac- 
mel was formerly a place of great trade from its 
situation, being so immediately convenient for carry- 
ing on an intercourse with the Spanish ports of the 
island, and likewise with the Spanish ports in South 
America; it had also a communication with Jamaica, 
which was valuable to it, but the restriction annihi- 
lated this branch of its commerce ; and as the inter- 
course with South America subsided when the re- 
volution in that country commenced, it lost its com- 
merce altogether, and it is now a poor inconsider- 
able place, without trade, and without inhabitants 
of any xespectability or means. The vicinity of 
Jacmel was never much celebrated for the extent of 
its cultivation, though in proportion to its means 
the returns to the cultivator seemed to meet his ex- 
pectations. Sugar and coffee were the principal 
articles of growth ; some cotton and a small propor- 
tion of indigo were also produced. Scarcely any 
thing is now produced except coffee, and but little 
of that commodity. The intermediate places to 
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Aux Cases are now nearly n^lccted, Aquin bcii^ 
the only one now frequented ; and there are only i 
few inLabilants, such as fiBhcrmen, who carry on i 
kind of contraband trade in coffee to avoi<I the ci^ 
port duty, which can be done in these quulen 
easily enough, the officers of the customs being u 
ill paid by the government, that tbey arc necessi- 
tated to make up the deficiency by participating in 
the profit of de&auding the revenue over which tJicy 
are placed as guardians. 

Aux Casea is a place of some trade and a port 
from which is shipped a lai^e portion of the pro- 
duce of this part of the country. In the neighbour- 
hood of Aux Cases the soil is exceedingly pru- 
ductive, and to the cultivator used to return ai 
much as any other part of the island, requiring w 
the same time less labour and less means; but no«, 
however, lifec its adjoining districts, it has gone inw 
great neglect, and exhibits on the face of it thai re- 
laxation in the culture which is so general througli- 
out the republic. Indeed in the whole of this pan 
the sugar cane is but little planted; in fact, with the 
exception of an instance or two in which English 
gentlemen happen to hold property in trust, ibe cw 
plantations arc but little attended to ; tliey an il- 
lowed to go on years in succession without cleaiiine- 
without manure, or any other requisite to rrrw 
them productive. There are several British hos 
in Aux Cases who used to carry on au ( 
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Tade with the interior, and with the Spanish Main 
md Jamaica, but they have sustained considerable 
osses by the Hay tians ; and the restriction preclud- 
ng an intercourse with other islands, they have 
)nly the chance of adventuring to the South Ame- 
rican ports, and this only has been permitted re- 
cently by an act of the legislative body ; for of late 
years goods exported received no drawback, but 
were subjected to the foil duties, unless they were 
exported within six months, when they only paid 
half duties, or six per cent. But even this per- 
mission cannot benefit the merchant here, the trade 
direct to the Spanish Main supplying that market 
so abundantly, that the chance of an advantageous 
speculation is but very doubtfol. 

The whole of this vicinity and the district south- 
ward of the mountains of La Hotte, may be said to 
present the finest field for agricultural operations. 
A rich and nutritive soil, a congenial climate, and 
fine, refireshing, and seasonable rains, with a plentifol 
supply of water, all co-operating, hold out to the cul- 
tivator the greatest encouragement to exert his skill 
and industry, and to avail himself of those gifts which 
the hand of Providence has so liberally dispensed. 
But in the Haytian no such energy must be expect- 
ed; nothing requiring the least effort of the mind or 
exertion of the body will rouse the energy of that 
slothful and inactive being, who idles away his time, 
careless of the consequences that may spring from 
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his negligence and liis irresistible desire for repose 
and quietude. In fact, I fear that nothing canl^ 
done that can prove effectual in stimulating tk 
Hay tian ; it would be a task of no little labour to 
lead him; to drive him, would perhaps endanger the 
state. 

From Aux Cases through the country by Cape 
Tiburon to Jeremie, cultivation appears generally 
in a very backward state. The passing traveller 
sees nothing to attract him, except now and then an 
object which reminds him that the vicinity was 
once the scene of great havoc and desolaticNn, and 
that all that was valuable and useful had been de- 
stroyed by some general convulsion. The remains 
of habitations, remnants of walls, and scattered im- 
plements of tropical labour, are to be se^i in all 
directions. Here an iron boiler, half buried in the 
surface ; there an old iron shaft of a mill, or some 
other part of the apparatus for the manufiicture of 
sugar, and often a dismounted cannon, arrest the 
attention of the traveller as the wretched memorials 
of a devastating war. 

In the district of Jeremie, which produced at one 
period large crops of coffee, cocoa, indigo, and cot- 
ton, but few symptoms of agricultural industry are 
visible. The finest plantations of the French are 
now totally obscured and overspread with the creeper, 
the windband, and numberless other species of indi- 
genous weeds. In vain does the traveller lode for 
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those settlements which wore the gay appearance of 
culture, and for those plantations that enriched the 
proprietors, and placed them in that ease and afflu- 
ence to which their industry and their perseverance 
8o justly entitled them. Instead of such a scene, 
the whole country, as we approach towards the capi- 
tal, exhibits nothing but neglect and waste, and 
their concomitants, poverty and wretchedness. 

The plains Leogane, which once excited the ad- 
miration of travellers, and formed the scene of so 
much contention during the heat of the rebellion, are 
partially cultivated, and on the elevations that sur- 
round them a patch is in some places selected by a set- 
tler for the raising # vegetables for his own consump- 
tion; but I could perceive nothing which indicated a 
regular scene of cultivation, or which had the appear- 
ance of a system of agriculture likely to be beneficial 
to the proprietor of the soil. This state of things 
appears however not confined to a particular district; 
there is a similarity of negligence throughout the 
whole of the republic, and it would be an invidious 
distinction to select one part as worse than another. 

Nothing can be more laborious, nor more incon- 
venient and unpleasant, than travelling in Hayti, 
firom the state of the roads, from the want of inns 
for accommodation, and firom the innumerable rivers 
imd streams over which the traveller has to pass, 
and which, at all seasons, he is obliged to ford, often 
swimming his horse, and exposed to great danger 

X 
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from the rapidity and force of the current (to as 
nothing of being nearly np to his shoulders iii 
water). There are no bridges in the island; theHay 
tians being all good swimmers, and mach addicit' 
to ablutions, deem them unnecessary. In the timi 
of the French, the roads through the whole of their 
division were admirable ; indeed they were admitted 
to be the best in the West Indies; the matem^ 
being adjacent to them, and the expense of putti 
them on the required parts bo very trifling, theyv 
always kept in the most perfect order, and car 
of all desciiptious could pass with the same fad 
as in any country in Europe, from one extremity a 
the colony to the other. The accommodations for ' 
strangers too were of the first order, and no incon- 
venience was experienced for the want of those com- 
forts so requisite after a journey under a tropical sun. 
But the scene is quite changed. It is almost im- 
possible to describe the state of the roads at lliit 
moment. It is evident that, notwithstanding ll» 
heavy contributions levied for their repair, they lutte 
remained untouched since the revolution, and tlien 
seems a disposition on the part of the governmcDt U 
efface every vestige of the former roads, leaving the 
people who travel to beat out their own way in the 
most easy manner they can. On approaching the 
capital, they are, it is true, somewhat better ihao is 
the interior. Here a little attention is bestov^I 
upon them, whilst in other districts tbey arc unD»- 
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ticed. All the aiiAinals sentenced to labour on the 
roads are employed in the vicinity of Port au 
Prince ; and this seems to be a measure suggested 
from its being economical, as the criminals have an 
cppmrtunity of supporting themselves by begging. 

It may not be amiss to explain in this part how 
the qdminals are treated in the republic, and to shew 
what nice feelings the government has with regard 
to thar treatment during the hours of labour, and 
the way in which they are provided for. All crimi- 
luia who are sentenced to work on the public roads 
for a stated time^ are not chained together, but 
raped together by pairsy the rope being first attached 
to the nedc, then descending to the body, where it 
is fastened ; the ends of the ropes are joined, so as 
to leave the space of about three yards between the 
criminals thus tied together. They labour from 
dayHght until sunset, being allowed an interval of 
about an hour and a half for dinner at noon. The 
government pretends to provide for them; but to 
save the expense of provisions, two of these crimi*- 
nais, accompanied by two soldiers with their bayonets 
fixed, are permitted to go about to beg provisions 
for the subsistence of the whole, and unless they 
dbance to be very successful, they get but a very 
poor allowance, and often are left to fast until the 
next day. They are in gangs of about fifteen or 
twenty, and over every gang nearly as many soldiers, 
and an officer, all armed, are placed to force them 

x2 
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to labour. At night they are incarcerated in llie 
gaol, and their bed is composed eimply of boanls 
without any covering; they are allowed no supper- 
Admitting their criminality to be great, and their 
punishment just, still such a system has a degree of 
barbarity in it which can never prevail except among 
savage nations. What! convicted felons sentenced 
' to hard labour, and directed to beg for their sub- 
sistence at the point of the bayonet ! It seems in- 
credible. The thing is too revolting to be admittal, 
many will say; but I declare it to be a fact, and mU 
upon the people of Hayti to contradict it if they can. 
It is the labour of these criminals which alone ren- 
ders the roads approaching the city somewhat past- 
able. 

From Jacmcl to the capital, the road is in llie 
worst state, and it is evident that it has not under- 
gone any repair since the revolution. It is almoEt 
impassable in places, and never receives the lea*t 
attention from one end of the year to the other. If 
the roads were in a condition to offer the least en. 
couragement to travellers, I cannot imagine a more 
romantic nor a more enchantmg ride. Ascending 
the lofty mountain of Tavite, the scenery is beiuii- 
(ul. To the southward is seen the Carribean H 
with Jacmel and its plain immediately below; I 
the other side may be viewed the island of GonoiVQ 
the bay of Port au Prince, with the town of I 
ganc and its extensive plains, In every <] 
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lal^ are to be seen small Cordilleras intersecting, 
between which are valleys whose verdure is peren- 
nial, and having natural pastures of the most luxu- 
riant growth, which are seldom visited by the hus- 
bandman, and remain untouched by beast. 

From the capital to the extremity of the western 
peninsula and Aux Cases, the roads are very bad. 
To the latter place a chaise may penetrate by way 
of Leogane, Petit Goane, Morogane, and Aquin ; 
few persons however who are accustomed to travel 
between the two places would ventiwe to drive, but 
would rather ride, as the safest mode of travelling. 
Going to the north from Port au Prince, the old 
road remains, but in such a state as to be in places 
almost impassable. When the country was in cul- 
tivation, and these roads were in their finest order, 
a tour through the northern departments of the 
country must have afforded the traveller much gra- 
tification. 

From Gonaives to Cape Haytien, the road is 
somewhat more easy for travellers, and in fact, 
throughout the whole of Christophers country, they 
are infinitely better than in the south, for he attended 
to their repairs, and saw that they were kept in good 
condition. The Escalier, about half way between 
the two places, deserves the notice of strangers, and 
perhaps is the most extraordinary road in the west- 
em ^orld, with the exception of some that are to 
be met with in Columbia and in Mexico. No name 



PftESJ^NX STATE OF UAYTI, 



[CUA?. J 



could be more appropriate, for it certainly has the 
nppearance of a staircase. This road aaceiuU ver;[ 
high, and the precipices on its side are enougl to 
intimidate the boldest rider who attempts to ascend 
or descend it. 

Through the whole of the republic I believe thtre 
is not a decent inn for the accommodation of truTd- 
lers ; at all events, I never had the good fortmie to 
find one, nor did I hear of one in any tUrectiim. 
There arc huts on the road side, into which tho»e 
who are travelling sometimes go to obtain lodging 
for the night ; but even in these, a bed wmdd mH 
be easily found, and instead of a pallet, somcbotnlt 
thrown on the floor must suffce to repose on. On 
the eiitumit of the mountains of Tavite, there u i 
hut of this description, and on passing that roaJ no 
one occasion I was benighted, and took up my alxi ! 
there until morning. A bed I was unable to obiaii. 
there being only one in the house, and tliat <ii« 
taken up by a Frenchman who had arrived b litllr 
before me. Mine hostess of the mountain, howewt. 
bemg a good-natured sable creature, was kind enoogb 
to prepare a place on which I might recline &mvf 
my stay. Whilst she was engaged in a^iuB^^ig "T 
apartment, I thought it a measure of necessity W 
prepare myself for it by a copious libation of bunJjt 
as a somniferous cordial ; a great requisite in tl 
Haytian inns, as one is sometimes rather dista 
by an insect tliat is very cgmmuu iu tliein, aadfl 
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Which it is nol an easy matter fi>r a tnan to disencum- 
ber himself, as tfaey evince an extraordin^ury pertina- 
city in a&ermg to the body, and excite a sensation 
not at all calculated to invite sleep. Having fortified 
myself against the offensive operations of my dreaded 
enemy, I prepared. to enter my apartment, but this 
was attended with some difficulty, its dimensions 
bdng only sufficient for a dwarf, and not calculated 
for a person somewhat beyond the middle size. I 
was obliged therefore to resort to the plan usually 
adopted on board of small vessels, by putting my 
head in first, and then by degrees to get in my body 
and legs ; and this place about four feet square, on 
boards covered with my cloak, being one of those 
apartments of the inn usually appropriated for stran- 
gers^ became my lodging for the night. To sleep 
was impossible, for the bugs, rats, and croaking 
lizards, haunted me the whole night, and I rose 
again bdbre daylight just as fatigued as when I 
arrived the evening before, and with the additional 
knowledge of having a dollar to pay for my bed. 
The houses of the negroes in the British colonies 
iMPe a palace compared with this mnfor travellers; 
«dA yet this is one of the most frequented places in 
the fepiiblic. 

In most parts of the West Indies there are pidblic 
places to which people frequently resort for amuse^ 
ment cm holidays, but there is no such thing in 
Hayti^ except wh^ parties occasionally go from 
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men who have the command of troops, and idio are 
Aereby enabled to till them by working parties daily 
sent out for that purpose. 

The finest land in the republic would not sell for 
more than sixty dollars per acre, although contigu- 
ous to a port for shippuag, and of a quality so strong 
and nutritive, as to be capable of growing any of the 
tropical productions. The mountain-lands, and the 
lighter descriptions in the plains, suitable for cocoa 
and cotton, can be obtained for a price varying be- 
tween twenty and thirty dollars in any quantity firom 
ten to five hundred acres. In the plains of the Ar- 
tibanite, where the soil is exceedingly rich and fer- 
tilised by the overflowings of that river in the 
months of May and November, and which has been 
yearly improving its condition, from having been 
upwards of thirty years out of cultivation, I have 
known small plots of land, for horticultural purposes, 
sold for forty dollars per acre. In those districts 
where indigo and cotton were formerly most generally 
planted, for the growth of which the soil is suitable, 
the situation peculiarly adapted, and the climate and 
seasons congenial, the price of land seldom exceeds 
thirty dollars per acre. I know an instance of a sale 
of land, once an old cotton plantation, which only 
brought twenty dollars per acre for one part, and 
iabout twelve for another* 

In the northern department, about Limonde and 
La Grande Biviere, land is exceedingly low, and 
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fbr years been disturbed for tillage, has become 
liighly nutritiye, from the animal and vegetable 
matter which decays annually upon its surface. 

The value of land throughout the republic is 
greatly deteriorated, from the impossibility of making 
a money value from it within any moderate time. 
Labour being so high, and the difficulty of finding 
labourers fbr cultivation so very great, that the lands 
in the possession of the government lie in an un« 
tilled state, without any person evincing the slightest 
disposition to purchase them. Land also in the pos« 
session of individuals is similarly circumstanced; 
and those who are large proprietors cannot effect a 
sale cf any produce which they may have beyond 
theqoantitjr which they can consume ; consequently 
a proprietor may have an immense extent of land, 
and yet be quite unable to derive any benefit 
from it by cultivation, or to convert it into money, 
finr the want of purchasers. Thus, as I have before 
stated, there is no individual wealth in the country, 
because, although a man may have very large landed 
possessions, still those possessions are unavailable, 
fiyr they produce him nothing, as he can seldom find 
persons disposed either to occupy or purchase them. 
There are some instances of proprietors leasing 
their lands to persons who undertake to cultivate 
them^ for which they receive about one-third of 
the produce; but this is far from being general, 
and I imagine can only be accomplished by military 
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men who have the command of troops, and who 
therehy enabled to till them by working parties dailj 
sent out for that purpose. 

The finest land in the republic would not sell fiff 
jnore than sixty dollars per acre, although contigtk 
ous to a port for fihipping, and of a quality so strong 
and nutritive, as to be capable of growing anyoftlii 
tropical productions. The mountain-landa, and tbc 
lighter descriptions in the plains, suitable fer cocoi 
and cotton, can be obtained for a price varying li^ 
tween twenty and thirty dollars in any quantity from 
ten to five hundred acres. In tlie plMna of the Ar- 
tibauite, where the soil is exceedingly rich and fct- 
tilized by the overflowings of that river in the 
montlis of May and November, and which has Wn 
yearly improving its condition, from having been 
upwards of thirty years out of cultivation, I have 
known small plots of land, for horticultural purpoees, 
•old for forty dollars per acre. In those districti 
where indigo and cotton were formerly most generally 
planted, for the growth of which the soil a auilabla, 
the situation peculiarly adapted, and the cUroate kA 
seasons congenial, the price of land seldom cxccedi 
thirty dollars per acre. I know an instance of a t*i* 
of land, once an old cotton plantation, which atij 
brought twenty dollars per acre for one part, ami 
about twelve for another. 

In the northern department, about Liniondc toi 
La Grande llivicrc, land is exceedingly low, ai 
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liotwithstandiDg its high repute for all the purposeft 
of cultivation, it seldom exceeds forty or forty-five 
dollars per acre, and even at those prices it is diffi- 
cult to find purchasers, except for mere plots to be 
ocoipied in raising vegetables. The finest pasture- 
lands, having all the advantages of shade and water, 
and in all the luxuriance of vegetation, can scarcely 
find purchasers, and will not bring above forty dol- 
lars per acre. With respect to lands on the coast 
they are generally in waste, unless they happen to 
be immediately in the vicinity of a town, when some 
of them are occupied as small settlements for vege- 
tables and for raising poultry for the markets : but 
there are no extensive plantations of sugar or coffee 
situate very near the sea, although formerly the 
whole coast was in cultivation as far as it was prac- 
ticable to extend it 

• In the {dains of Cul de Sac, in the neighbourhood 
of X»a Croix des Bouquets, the land is a little occu- 
pied, but in possession of individuals who have held 
it since the distribution in the time of Toussaint and 
Dessalines; and although in this part of the country 
the soil is exceedingly deep and strong, land hardly 
finds purchasers. Land again in the mountains 
varies in price according to its situation. In those 
valleys surrounded by the cordilleras that are so nu- 
merous in the country, and in which the verdure is 
constant, which are finely watered, and have a de- 
lightful temperature through the year, the land 
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sometimeB brings fifty dollars per acre, whilst ti 
exposed to the north and north-easterly windB, s 
having rapid descente, arc seldom vrorth purchasing 
and few people buy them; they are generally giva 
hy the govermncnt to superannuated soldiers, ^ 
are allowed to leave the army and turn cultivaun 
Land in the towns and cities ia sold at naodcrat 
prices, much lower than might be imagined. A 1dI| 
containing a frontage of sixty feet, with s depth d 
forty or fifty feet, eligibly situate for the pm 
of trade, may be bought in Port au Prince for aba 
two hundred dollars. This may seem surprising t 
persons unacquainted with the country, and i 
have been led to believe that Hajti is in a m 
flourishing state ; but it is true, and at once shef 
that poverty is generally prevalent, and that tha 
is no security for property in whatever commodit 
it may be vested. Houses and land are a very il 
secure tenure under such a government as t 
which at present exists in Hayti, and whilst sucli 
constitution endures, and such inefficient j 
are permitted to command, but httle improvemeilB 
can he expected, and the value of property, ianeiA' 
of increasing, will certainly decline. 




CHAPTER XL 

Agriculture. — Crops in Toussaint's and Dessalines' time. 
—System of Christophe and Petion. — Decline under 
Boycr. — Crops in his time. — ^Attempts to revive it. — 
Coercion resorted to.— Code Rural— doubts on enforc- 
ing its clauses. — ^Disposal of lands. — Consequences from 
itt — ^Incompetency of planters. — State of cultivation of 
sugar^ cofiee^ cocoa, cotton, indigo. — ^Free labour. — Con- 
sequences arising from it — ^its inefficacy, etc. 

I SHALL now endeavour to detail the decline of 
agriculture in Hayti, and to offer a few remarks 
upon its present state; as weU as to shew that under 
the present inefficient government, very faint hopes 
only can be held out of any revival, or that the 
republic of Hayti can ever reach that eminence and 
repute which once belonged to Saint Domingo as a 
French colony. 

In various parts of this work I have observed that 
the decline of agriculture commenced immediately- 
after the improvident and impolitic measures pur-« 
sued by the national assembly of France, and after 
the first partial revolt of the slave population: and 
that all the energy of the successive chiefs who have 
aibsequently governed the country, and who have 
promulgated several edicts to enforce or encourage 
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cultivation, has not been sufficiently powerfiil to 
keep up that regular system of tillage from which, 
in her former state, she derived such advantagcs- 
Tnie it is, that great eflbrts were made by Tous- 
saint, Dessalines, and Christoplte, to infuse into the 
people a taste for husbandry, and to impress 
them that the surest way to arrive at affluence is bf 
an undeviating perseverance in the cultivation of 
those lands which had fallen into their possession; 
tliat the only true riches of a country are to be de- 
rived from the soil ; and that commerce, although a 
very powerful auxiliary, is only a secondary meatu 
by which a nation can arrive at opulence, or iU 
people attain to any advancement in wealth. Bui 
tlieii efforts were unavailing in part, though &sji 
certainly did more to keep up cultivation than baf 
been attempted since their days. The proclamattm 
of Toussaint in the year 1800 was a powerful doco* 
ment, and had a great effect as an indtem^it t< 
labour ; and his solicitude respecting an inttf coun 
vith Europe and the United States shewed thatbd 
■wished to adopt every expedient by which encou- 
ragement could be given to the cultivator; to finds 
vent for their productions, in order to enhance their 
value, and thus stimulate the occupiers of the a& 
to further exertions. He was extremely aolidtoiu 19 
introduce an organized system of cultivaticoi » 
would eventually aggrandize hia country. ) 
he knew to be absolutely necessary. He » 
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aware that without this nothing could be accom- 
plished. But the state of popular feeling rendered 
the rigid exaction of duty in agricultural labour a 
dangerous experiment; he therefore decided on 
adopting a mean between two extremes which, 
while it excited no dissatisfaction among the peo- 
pie, would provide for the exigences of his goyem- 
ment. 

Toussaint unquestionably pursued a plan which, 
had he not been seized by the French general, and 
in defiance of the laws of honour and nations so in- 
humanly transported to France, would in time have 
so fiur restored agriculture, and placed his country 
in so flourishing a condition, that in a few years it 
would have rivalled even the most happy period of 
its agricultural and commercial greatness. His ob- 
ject was clearly to advance by degrees, and to 
stimulate his people to the culture of the soil, by 
holding it up as the most noble pursuit of which they 
could possibly make choice ; to infuse into them a 
taste for industry; and to give them a relish for 
those rural occupations which cultivation required, 
and for which, the extremely rich and fertile soil of 
the country would so amply and so quickly reward 
ihem. He had also made great strides towards im- 
pressing them with an idea that they had many 
wants, which, although artificial, yet were necessary 
towards advancing them in the opinion of the world. 
To teach them this effectually, and to impress it 
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quantity o{ produce exported in die yeal: 1791) 
which wa8 the most flourishing pmod of the French, 
and the nmnber of skves that were employed in the 
colony. That the reader may more dearly see the 
difierence at the two periods, I shall enumerate die 
principal articles i^ain. It appears by various au- 
thorities that the exports were as follow: in 1791— 

Siigar 163,405^20 pounds. 

Coffee 68,151,180 ditto. 

Cotton 6,S86,126 ditto. 

Indigo 930,016 ditto. 

Molasses 29,502 hogriieads. 

Rum 505 puncfaeoos. 

And that there were employed for all the purposes 
of cultivation, four hundred and fifty-five thousand 
slaves. The most productive year imder his sway, 
will be found to exhibit the following returns of ex- 
ports :— 

Sogar 53,400,000 pounds. 

Coffee 54,370,000 ditto. 

Cotton 4,050,000 ditto. 

Cocoa 234^600 ditto. 

Indigo 37,600 ditto. 

Molasses 9,128 liogsheads. 

According to Mr. Humboldt, the cultivators em- 
ployed to carry on the whole of the works of agri- 
culture, and to produce the above exports, did not 
exceed two hundred and ninety thousand. In addi- 



.CHAP. Xi:} OB SAIKT DOHIKOO. 321 

^bour resorted to, because it was sanctioned by the 
law, and those who held the power were more than 
equal to those who felt a disposition to resist it. 
The whip, that symbol of office of the principal 
negro, was dispensed with, it is true, but the culti- 
vators were placed under the apprehension of a more 
.effectiYe weapon, for they were attended through 
the day by a military guard, and the bayonet and 
the sabre superseded the cat and the lash. To the 
astonishment of the leading people in the country, 
the cultivators submitted to this coercion without a 
murmur; and it was not until French intriinie was 
industriously set to work to instil .into .their minds 
that their condition was worse than when they were 
slaves, that any disposition was shewn to oppose 
the principle of compulsory labour ; and even this 
opposition was far from being general. When we 
take into consideration that the population under 
Toussaint had greatly diminished, and that the 
cultivators in his time, exceeded .very, little more 
than- half of the slaves that were employ^ed in agri- 
culture in the time of the French, and compare the 
returns of produce at the respective periods, it must 
be. evident that the system of coercion resorted to 
by Toussaint, must have been to the ftill as rigid 
as that which existed at any former period, or it 
would have been impossible for him to have carried 
on cultivation to so great an extent. 
In the early part of this work I have stated the 
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quantity of produce exported in tbe jeak I79I9 
"which was the most flourishing period of the Frendi, 
and the number of slaves that were employed in the 
colony. That the reader may more dearly see the 
^fiference at the two periods, I shall enumerate die 
principal articles again. It appears by various au- 
thorities that the exports were as follow: in 1791— 

Siigar 163,405^20 pounds. 

Coffee 68,151,180 ditto. 

Cotton 6,S86,126 ditto. 

Indigo 950,016 ditto. 

Molasses 29,502 hogriieads. 

Ruin • 505pimdiMitf. 

And that there were employed for all the purposes 
of cultivation, four hundred and fifty-five thousand 
slaves. The most productive year imder his sway, 
will be found to exhibit die following returns of ex- 
ports :— 

Sugar 53,400,000 pounds. 

Coffee 54,370,000 ^tto. 

Cotton 4,050,000 ditto. 

Cocoa 234^600 ditto. 

Indigo 37,600 ditto. 

Molasses 9,128 hogsheadi. 

According to Mr. Humboldt, the cultivators ev- 
ployed to carry on the whole of the woi^s of agn- 
culture, and to produce the above exports, did iu)t 
exceed two hundred and ninety thousand. In addi- 
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don to the foregoing returns should be taken into 
<XHifiideration the condition into which the soil had 
been brought by the exertions and the judicious 
measures pursued by this chief from the year I7989 
when lie became the leader of the people, to the time 
of his seizure. All those estates on which culture 
had so successftdly recommenced, were so much 
improved by his system, that the greatest expect- 
ations were entertained respecting the produce i£ 
fiiture exertions ; but the fall of this chief, and the 
renewal of the contest between the people and the 
French, threw every thing again into confiision, and 
the work of cultivation for a time ceased, with the 
exception of the exertions made by the women, who 
applied themselves to labour, and their efforts were 
not altogether unavailing, for they proceeded with 
the lighter labour of the plantations, which was ex- 
ceedingly beneficial. 

When Dessalines assumed the command, the 
country was in a state of great irritalnlity, and he 
could not therefore devote that attention to agricuL 
ture which his predecessor had done. But when he 
had succeeded in expelling the French from the 
idand, and had restored some degree of tranquillity, 
and the people became somewhat free from appre- 
hension of friture broils, he began to devise means 
for reviving cultivation; but he wanted the dis- 
Qetion and the temper, as well as that knowledge of 
the people which Toussaint possessed. The latter 

y 2 
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pursued a system of culture, that in the first ii 
stance was easy and acceptable to them, and whe 
he saw that they began to relax in their du^ 
he began to enforce it more rigidly, and under ill 
sanction of the law inflicted punishment with n 
light hand, in cases of disobedience and re&actoiy[ 
conduct. But Dessalines acted differently aud moA 
injudiciously, for he rushed upon the cultivawrs it 
suddenly, and with so tyrannical a hand, that dil 
obedience began to be general; and those people »h 
had in his predecessor's time been the most ii 
trieus and most forward in setting an example ( 
their fellow-labourers became supine and inacth 
through his oppressive proceedings. Dessalioc 
knew well that force alone could compel his coui^ 
trymen to work, and that nothing could be ohtiuned 
from them if they were left to their own will; b 
he was too precipitate and hasty in introducing U 
measures of coercion. He even compelled Ilia « 
diers to labour in the field in parties, on such of tM 
government estates as had not been farmed out, ai 
for which they received a trifling addition to tbc 
regular military pay. But all his exertions wereii 
effectual in producing such returns as those "hi 
followed the efforts of Toussaint. Both knew tl 
coercion was the only way by which cultivation cuun 
be carried on, and they both resorted to it. WA 
one it succeeded in a degree which equalled his mwi 
sanguine expectations, becauBe he advanced pro- 
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played little more itiaxk occasional spots of vegeta* 
tion, and the eye wandered over an expanse of coun* 
try in a, state of waste and n^lect. The mistaken 
policy of Petion ruined the fnrogress oi agriculture in 
bis part, send all his after efforts to restore its wonted 
vigour were ineffectual and unavailing. Fondly con- 
fiding that his people would without compulsion de* 
vote the whole of their time to the pursuits of Indus* 
try, he permitted them to indulge in those propen* 
sities to which they were naturally prone. But 
instep oi keeping pace widi their northern neighs 
hours in the progress of agricultural industry, they 
c^videndy receded beyond the possibility of reco- 
very, and qot a chance was left that agriculture 
would revive under the weak and ineffectual mea« 
sures of Petion^s government. 

Christophe most advantageously farmed out the 
government estates, and at the same time he gave 
to the farmers of them every possible support; but 
he most strictly bound them to push the culture of 
their lands as far as it was practicable from the 
paucity of labourers; and he also ordained the por- 
ti<m oi labour which might be exacted from each 
of them. Every individual in the least acquainted 
with the portion of labour allotted for the slave in 
the British colonies will readily admit, that the la- 
bour performed by them, far from being excessive, 
does not exceed the ordinary labour of man in ge- 
neral throughout the agricultural countries in Eu- 
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spirit, whikt the Utter allowed it to relax in a most 
extraordinary degree, Christophe pmrsucd it vritli 
strong compulsory measures, as may be seen by bi: 
adoption of the code of Toussaist, but I'etion Id' 
every thing to the will and inclination of his pecpjili 
The government of the north, by means of its agri 
cultural pre-eminence, had a flowing treasmy, nnii 
itB people advanced in affiuence &om the efiects i>i 
industry ; but the government of the soutli, fton. 
supinencBS and from a disregard of cultivation, wsf 
reduced to the lowest state of poverty, and "a 
driven to expedients exceedingly ruinous in thti' 
conseijuenccs. By Christophe the people wcr. 
taught to love agricultural pursuits, as conduci'' 
to their happiness and comforts ; and were miule i 
understand that cultivation would be enforced, ari. 
that the disobedient and the indolent would )■ 
visited with the fidl penalty of the law. By Petinii 
every class of persons were permitted to purni' 
those courses to which their tastes and their will k .i 
them. Uncontrolled by any regulations of the siati 
they never pursued cultivation beyond their oi 
immediate wants ; and beyond the supply of tli'»^ 
wants, which were incoDsidcrable, no surplus «:i' 
left for the use of government or for the purptiui 
of commerce. Whilst the north excited some li^iw 
of interest in the mind of the traveller as he pumud 
his journey through its several districts, by an iii- 
peaiancc of industry and cultivation, the eouth dit- 
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played little more tbian occasional spots of vegeta* 
tion, and the eye wandered over an expanse of coun« 
try in a. state of waste and neglect. The mistaken 
policy of Petion ruined the progress of agriculture in 
his part, send all his after efforts to restore its wonted 
vigour were ineffectual and unavailing. Fondly con- 
fiding that his people would without compulsion de- 
vote the whole of their time to the pursuits of indus- 
txy, he permitted them to indulge in those propen- 
sitiea to which they were naturally prone. But 
instead of keeping pace with their northern neigh- 
bours in the progress of agricultural industry, they 
evidently receded beyond the possibility of reco- 
very, and not a chance was left that agriculture 
would revive under the weak and ineffectual mea- 
sures of Petion'*s government. 

Christophe most advantageously farmed out the 
government estates, and at the same time he gave 
to the fiurmers of them every possible support; but 
he most strictly bound them to push the culture of 
their lands as far as it was practicable from the 
paucity of labourers; and he also ordained the por- 
tion of labour which might be exacted from each 
of them. Every individual in the least acquainted 
with the portion of labour allotted for the slave in 
the British colonies will readily admit, that the la- 
bour performed by them, far from being excessive, 
does not exceed the ordinary labour of man in ge- 
neral throughout the agricultural countries in Eu- 
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rope or the United States of America. From 
every account which I have been able to coUeet, 
and from the testimony of living persons, Oma- 
tophe exacted from every labourer the fiiU perform. 
anee of a day's labour as provided for by the twenty^ 
second article of the law for regulating the culturi 
of Boil, and which forms a part of the Code Henry, 
and every proprietor who did not enforce it incurral 
his severest censure. The only thing which ini* 
pcded the great advancement of cultivation in hi* 
domimons was his contest with Petion, and the ne* 
cessity which that occasioned for his keeping up a 
powerfid military establishment, which took away tit* 
most able of the cultivators for the army. 

After the union of the three divisions of the island 
under the republic, some hopes were entertained 
that Boyer would concert measures for reviving agri- 
eultore, although from his election to the presidential 
chair afler the death of Petion, he had given 
proofs, nor evinced the least desire to disturb thft 
cultivators, but allowed them to follow such cuurwtf 
as seemed most congenial to their habits, and 
Bcqucntly, mstead of any improvement in the «mdi< 
tion of the country, there was evidently a greater di 
cline; and as the population had been greatly in- 
creased, the whole country tranquil, and without tb« 
appearance of any interruption being given to it, ■ 
period more favourable could not have arrived for 
Meeting a change of a system, which be mtuit but 



^AaJ^. %i.] oe sAiirr dohingo. 329 

seen was attended with the most banefiil conse- 
quences. 

I shall now advert to the quantity of produce ob- 
tained fiom the soil after the union, and it seems, 
from the returns which were laid before the public 
in 1823, and subsequently from a note which I had 
presented to me in Hayti, that the year 1822, the 
first year after the union, was the most productive, 
and that once that period there has been an evident 
decline. In 1822, the exports stood thus: — 

Coffee • 55,117,854 pounds* 

Sugar , 652,541 ditto. 

Ck>tton 891,950 ditto. 

Cocoa 522,145 ditto. 

Logwood •, 5,816,585 ditto. 

Mahogany 20,100 feet. 

The whole value of which, in Hayti, seems to have 
been estimated at about nine millions, thirty thou- 
sand^ three hundred and ninety-seven dollars, and 
the export duties one million, three hundred and 
sixty-five thousand, four hundred and two dollars ; 
together, ten millions, three hundred and ninety-five 
thousand, seven hundred and ninety-nine dollars, or 
about two millions, seventy-nine thousand, one hun- 
dred and fifty-nine pounds sterling, taking the value 
of the dollar as in Hayti at four shillings sterling. 
No subsequent year has been equal in produce ta 
1822, and in 1825 the returns are infinitely less, for 
the quantity of coffee does not exceed thirty million 
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pounds, sugar seven hundred and &fty thoiu»id 
pounds, and the other articles somewhat less inpnh 
portion. The valuation of the whole in 1823 is 
stated at eight millions of dollars, or thereabout 
Such is the wretched state to which the impro' 
measures of Boyer has brought agriculture in Hay! 
and IB this condition would the rcpubhc have i 
mained, had he not attended to the euggestiuas 
men wiser than himself, who have some knovledgt 
of governing, and who are not euch bigots as to be 
led by a mistaken philanthropy, when they perceive 
their country sinking under its injurious effects. 

An individual now high in the councils of Boyi 
made the strongest remonstrances against the un- 
wise policy which lie followed ; and the late Baron 
Dupuy, a man who tnew how the best intcresB 
of his country might be upheld, declared to hia 
that by pursuing such a line in future he would; 
bring the republic to the brink of ruin. That it 
folly to think of any expedients for raising their na- 
tional wealth and consequence, except by encourag- 
ing and enforcing the cultivation of the soil, 
extending their commercial intercourse by e\af 
possible means, for that agriculture and commercr 
were the only sources of national wealth. 

AVhen we look into the state of tlie pruduct6 in 
the lime of Toussaint, and compare them with lift* 
of Boyer, it is a just conclusion to draw, that the «at 
knew his people, and the other feared them ; tbii 
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tlie former by compulBory means enriched his coun- 
try, and kept the people quiet, whilst the hitter, by 
giying unlimited hititude to indolence, has impo- 
yerished and ruined them. This is the more extra- 
ordinary, also, when we look at the means of each 
chief for cultivating the soil, and the strength of 
the population at the respective periods. Toussaint^s 
population, according to Humboldt, only amounted 
to three hundred and seventy-five thousand, and by 
the census taken in 1824, when the island was in- 
corporated under Boyer^s government, it amounted 
to nine hundred and thirty-five thousand, three hun- 
dred and thirty-five, so that in 1822 it could not 
have been many short of that number. And sup- 
posing therefore the census of Soyer to be correct, 
was such an astonishing decrease ever known in the 
means of any country in the world, and arising too 
fipom the incapacity of its ruler and the weakness 
of its government ? 

When poverty began to be felt, and the exi- 
gences of the state became alarmingly pressing, 
Boyer became convinced that his policy had been 
defective and ruinous, and that it was time to con- 
cert plans for rousing himself from the letiiargy 
into which he had fallen. He was forced to seek 
advice from the very people whose counsels he had 
before rejected with disdain. He courted them, and 
even begged, that they would suggest the most 
benefidal plans for relieving the coimtry from that 
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dilemma into which his precipitancy and ohstin»; 
had tlirown it. They a^ain stepped forward, 
their first suggestion was a ligid system of agnciA 
ture, the revival of Toussaint's principle of culture^ 
and tlie strict enforcement of it without any evsaioife 
or escape. It was by coercion that Toussaint, D» 
BalineB, and even Christophe, raised their countr]^ 
and by coercion only could Hayti recover ite pris 
tine condition. Her prosperity had received astalv 
and it required skill and experience to restore bn 
wonted vigour. 

It is evident that the sugar plantations were neulf 
all thrown up, as the country scarcely produced n 
than was necessary for its own consumption. Then 
were a few only that had the appearance of b 
cultivated, and those were in the possession of ii 
dividuals connected with the government either D 
a civil or miUtary capacity. On these plantaiian 
the work was generally performed by labouring pal 
ties from the miHtary stations in their vicinity; mm 
if labourers from the general class of cultivators wers 
engaged, they never omitted to exact from them I 
due proportion of work, and they were always supei^ 
intended by the gcna d'armes, or country policy 
armed for the sole purpose of compelling them U 
the performance of their duty. 

A variety of expedients were tried, it is tme, 1^ 
the leading proprietors in the country, but more pa» 
ticularly by the military ones, for the purpose ft 
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•advanciiig cultivation by the most effectual means. 
The cane, requiring a greater proportion of labour 
than any other of the staple articles of growth, was 
little attended to ; it seemed therefore adviseable to 
hold out inducements to prevail upon the people 
•to undertake its culture^ In many instances, I have 
been informed, the proprietors have not only offered 
them a fourth of the produce, but they have ac- 
tually promised a pecuniary remuneration in addi- 
tion to it. Even this would not induce them to 
work, and nothing therefore remained but to adopt 
a system of compulsory labour. That compulsion 
iras resorted to, is a fact ; but the law was not suffi- 
ciently strong to punish offenders in the case of 
disobedience, and many delinquents, many of the 
re&actory labourers, who had engaged to perform a 
certain portion of duty on a plantation, but neg- 
lected to do so, escaped that punishment which 
they deserved. 

The law for the better observance of the culture 
of the soil, until the Code Rural, of which I shall 
speak hereaflter, made its appearance, was extremely 
deficient, and merely compelled all cultivators to 
remain on their respective settlements, and to attend 
to the duties required on them, except on Saturday 
and Sunday, and such holidays as were particularly 
enumerated; but there was no penalty for disobe- 
dience sufficient to deter a man from being guilty of 
:it. As far however as the proprietors dared to go 
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•the preddent, together with a member fix>m the 
chamber and another from the senate, addressed 
them, and said that the legislature would provide 
for a more general cultivation, and that all per- 
sons not engaged, or usually occupied as labourers, 
would be peremptorily called upon for a more strict 
attention to their duty, as the government contem- 
plated a revival of agriculture, which had fidlen into 
so much neglect from the indolent habits of the 
people. These addresses were not received with 
acclamation, and many a cultivator heard them with 
a degree of dissatisfaction which seemed to fore- 
bode resistance. 

The Chamber of Communes, in its farewell ad- 
dress, tells the people that laws ^' just and severe^ 
were imperative for the revival of agriculture, and 
that by the law which they had passed to enf(»rce 
cultivation they thought that they had materially 
served their country, and in such an opinion I most 
readily concur. They rendered to their country an 
important service by passing the Code Rural ; for 
it will tend towards obstructing the course of im- 
morality pursued by the people in their idleness, and 
. will eventually reestablish upon a sound basis the 
shattered finances of the state. The passage in tl^tt 
address is so very forcible, and so extremely just, 
that I shall call the attention of my readers to it, si» 
it has been given by a gentleman to whom I am 
under many obligations for his assiQtance uponva- 
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which had ariscfn from the applicatioii of force on 
hia own plaDtation at Tor, on which the cultiyatoni 
worked under the surveillanee of a militaiy guard; 
and he therefore became now as willing an advocate 
fixr • law to aanction coerciye labour, as he had been 
n^ligent in not providing for the culture of the soil 
fisom the b^inning of his power. 

The Code Rural, the existence of which has been 
the Bubject of much doubt, W4ts passed by the Cham- 
ber of Communes on the 81st of April, 1826, admit- 
ted by the senate <m the Istof May, and received the 
president'^s fiat on the 6th of the same month. All this 
took place during my residence in Fort au Prince. 
This law is the work of Secretary-General Inginac, 
aided by one or two of the members from the cham- 
ber and the senate. During the discussion of this 
law in the Chamber of Communes, it was remarked 
by one of the most intelligent of its members, ^^ that 
it was a measure of expediency, for that the citizen 
cukivatOTB had become so indolent that agriculture 
had in some districts been almost forgotten, and 
that cultivation was completely suspended.*" This 
declaration was echoed through the chamber, and 
e^racy member concurred in the observation, and gave 
it his unqualified assent 

On the 1st of May, the day appointed for the cele- 
bration of the Fete Agriculture, and when the culti- 
vators were assembled in the public square bearing 
specimens of their several productions of the soil. 
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■the president, togethet with a member from the 
chamber and another from the senate, addresae^ 
them, and said that the legislature would proTide 
for a more general cultivation, and that all pe^ 
Bons not engaged, or usually oceupied as labourer^ 
would be peremptorily colled upon for a more strict 
attention to their duty, as the government contem- 
plated a revival of agriculture, which had fallen in 
£0 much neglect from the indolent habits of t1 
people. These adtlresses were not received wit 
acclamation, and many a cultivator heard them wit 
a degree of dissatisfaction wliich seemed to foW 
bode resistance. 

The Chamber of Communes, in its farewell ai 
dress, tells the people that laws "just and severe' 
were imperative for the revival of agriculture, i 
that by the law which they had passed to enfMO 
cultivation they thought that they had matcnaOy 
served their country, and in such an opinion I iaa| 
readily concur. They rendered to their country M 
important service by passing the Code Rural ; i 
it will tend towards obstructing the course of ii 
morality pursued by the people in their idleness, si 
will eventually reestablish upon a sound basis d 
shattered finances of the state. The passage in th 
address is so very forcible, and so extremely jtu^ 
that I shall call the attention of my readers to it, il 
it has been given by a gentleman to whom I a 
under many obligations for his assistance uiMnvi^ 
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rious flulgects connected with this work. It says, 
" What is due to the conservative principle would 
not have heen provided, if the revival of our agri- 
culture had not been stimulated (provoque) by 
laws at once just a&d severe ; your representatives 
in passing the Code Rural, have believed that a 
benefit was conferred upon the people.'*^ This was 
conclusive of the opmion of the country that severity 
was imperative for enforcmg a general cultivation, 
and that, without laws ^^just and severe'", force 
cannot be resorted to with any chance of a favour-* 
able result 

It may not be unimportant to give a few of the 
articles of the Code Rural. This Code has now 
found its way to Europe, and the public, on read-^ 
ing its enactments, will be enabled to judge of the 
feelii^ of the leading persons in Hay ti with regard 
to the state of cultivation, when such laws are said 
to be required to force the people to labour. 

** Art. 173. The purposes of Rural Police are, 

** First The repressing idleness. 

'^ Second* Enforcing order and fissiduity in agri- 
coltoral labour. 

*' Third. The discipline of the labourers coUec* 
tively or in gangs. 

*^ Fourth. The making and keeping in repair of 
the. roads, both public and private. 

** Art. 174. All persons who are not proprietors 
or renters of the land on which they are residing, or 
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who shall not have made a contract to work with 
some proprietor or renter, shall be reputed vaga- 
honds, and shall be arrested by the rural police ll 
the section in which they may be found, and ei 
before the justice of the peace of the commune. 

" Art. 175- The justice of the peace, after intfl 
rogating and heanng the person brought l)efore fa 
shall make known to him the articles of the law whi 
oblige him to employ himself in agricnltural labo 
and after that communication he shall remand !i 
to prison, until he eliall have bound himself b^l 
contract according to the provisions of the law. 

" Art. 176. The jusrice of the peace will allow d 
person arrested to make his own choice of the a 
vidual with whom he is to contract to labour. 

"Art. 177- Iff «ftcr eight days of dctcntim, d 
prisoner shall not have agreed to go to field woi 
he shall be sent to the public works for cleaning ll 
town or district where he may be arrested, and tJ 
he shall be employed until he shall consent to go In 
field labour. The person who removes any labourer 
from the public works to employ him in privjtf 
work shall be subject to a fine of fifty doUaT», "f 
which a moiety is to be paid to the person eon--- 
plaining. 

" Art. 178. If the prisoner be a child under agf. 
the justice of the peace shall inquire out his [ 
and send him to them to follow their conifiMon (^ 
life. 
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^^ Art. 179. After the expiration of three months 
firom the publication of this Code, rigorous measures 



shall he eirforced against delinquents. 

^' Art. 180. Every J>er8on attached to the country 
as a cnltiTator, who shall on a working day, and 
during the hours of hdtxmr, be found unemployed, 
or loui^ng on the public roads, shall be considered 
idle, and be arrested and taken before the justice of 
the peace, who shall commit him to prison for 
twenty-four hours for the first offence, and shall 
send him to labour on the public works upon a re* 
petition of the offence. 

" Art. 181. To provide against vagabondage, 
under the pretence of being a sol£er. 

'^ Art. 182. Officers commanding the rural police 
shall take care that m theh: respective sections no 
person shall live in idleness. For this purpose they 
have authority to oblige such persons as are not ac 
tuaUy employed in labour, to give an account of 
their occupations ; and such persons as cannot prove 
that they cultivate the soil, or are keepers of cattle- 
pens, shall be considered as without visible means 
of procuring their livelihood, and shall be arrested 
as vi^^abonds. 

" Art. 183. Field labour shall commence on 
Monday morning, and shall never cease until Fri- 
diqr evenii^ (legal holidays excepted) ; and in ex- 
traordinary cases, when the interest of the cultiva- 

z2 
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tor as well as of the proprietoir appears to leqmie 
it, work shall be contmaed until Saturday eiremng. 

^^ Art. 184. On workmg days, the ordinaiy field 
laboor shall commence at day-dawn, to conthme 
nntil mid-day, with the interval of half an hour for 
breakfast, which shall be taken on the spot where 
the work is carrying on. After mid-day the field 
labour shall commence at two o'clock, and oontimxe 
until sun-set. 

^^ Art. 185. Pregnant females shall be employed 
on light work only, and after the fourth month of 
pregnancy they shall not be obliged to do any woik 
in the field. 

^^ Art. 186. Four months after delivery they shaH 
be obliged to resume the labour in the field ; but 
they shall not turn out to work until one hour after 
sim-rise ; they shall continue to work until eleven 
o^dock, and firom two o^dock until one hour befi»e 
sun-set. 

^^ Art. 187- No labourer attached to an estate id 
the country shall absent himself from the labour 
assigned him, without the permission of the over- 
seer, in the absence of the proprietor or fiurmer; 
and no one shall give that permission unless the case 
be urgent. 

^^ Art. 188. Gangs of labourers upon estates shaO 
be obedient to their drivers, jobbers, sub-farmers, 
farmers, proprietors and managers, or overseers^ 
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whenerer they are called upon to execute the labour 
thejT have bound themselves to perform. 

" Art 189. Every act of disobedience or insult 
on the part of a urorkman commanded to do any work, 
to whidi he is subjected, shall be punished by im- 
prisonment, according to the exigency of the case, 
in the discretion of the justice of the peace of the 
commune. 

^^ Art. 190. Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays 
being at the entire disposal of the labourers, they 
shall not be permitted on working days to leave their 
work, to indulge m dancmg or feasting, neither by 
night nor by day. Delinquents shall be subject to 
imprisonment for three days for the first offence, for 
six days for the repetition of the offence.^^ 

The remaining articles of the code relate to the 
making of I'oads and keeping them in repair. 

^^ These clauses are given as more particularly 
exhibiting the effect of the code on the field labourer. 
To exhibit the whole system by which the driver is 
made answerable for the labourer, the overseer for 
his drivers and labourers, and the police, in its va- 
rious grades, for the whole, it would be necessary to 
translate the entire code. During imprisonment, 
the labourer being absent from field work forfeits 
bis wages; the pregnant women also appear to re- 
ceive no wages during their exemption.**'* 

* Extract from « The Courier." 
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It is impoEsiblc for any one who is at all conven- 

I ant with titc negro character not to say, that the 

I Code Rural is just such a law ae the exigences of 

I Hayti particuUrly require : and tliat it is absolutely 

I and imperatively called for in order to extend culd- 

1 vation, and to bring the people to aomc sense of duty 

I towards their country and themselves. Left taf 

I longer to pursue their uncontrolled and "wtiMW*^ 

I»openiBty for indolence, they must recede into bar. 

barism and uncivilizaUoD, and the country fill a 

Eacriiice to tlie mist^cen policy of its chief aad th* 

leaders of his government, and to those &1bc ideai 

of philanthropy with which they are so often a^ 

Bailed by persons who arc incompetott to adtiae, 

because they arc without any knowledge of ibf 

country or its peojile. 

The Code Rural, therefore, now enforces labour 

with a rigid hand, — ^nochuig more excessive ca 

demanded c^ die slave in the Briu&h coloniec ; 

I aver, that if the whole of the clou&es of (Us code 

\x ccnnplied with, it will exceed tlie labour perforak 

ed by persons in actual Eluvery. I have my douUsi 

however, resiiecting the feasibihty of carryinj^ lU 

clauses into euccesrful operation, and whether th« 

temper of the people at the present moment will be 

submissive enough to adhere to it in all its paU, 

I I am inclined to think that they have been too Itmg 

I indulged in those vices which srera inherent in Uu: 

I'ncgro, to be brought to obedience; and that to" 
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rigid an ^enforcemeiit will bring on discontent, and 
finally a general resistance. I think it therefore ex« 
ceedingly probable that Boyer with all his vaunting, 
with all his proclamations, and aided by his mili- 
tary f<Mrce» will never proceed to those extremities 
to promote agriculture, to which he can now go un« 
der the sanction of laws made expressly for that 
purpose. The Code Rural must unquestionably 
astonish those advocates for firee labour who have 
held up Hay ti as an example of what can be accom- 
plishedby it; and I think they cannot now have the 
temerity to say that cultivation in the tsropics can be 
effectually carried on without coercion, when even 
the Haytian government is constrained to have 
recourse to it. For my part, I have seen nothing in 
Hayti to induce me to alter the opinion which I 
have always entertained of the negro, nor for a 
moment to expect that cultivation can be carried 
on with any probability of success without coer- 
cion. But I declare it to be my firm conviction, 
that unless coercion be resorted to, the negro will 
not labour. The impulse for indulging in sloth and 
in indolence is too irresistible, and it will not be in 
the power of the government to make any progress 
in agricultural labour, except it be done by actual 
Ibrce. 

The system pursued by the Haytian government 
respecting the disposal of its lands seems to be er- 
roneous. Allotting it out in $mall grants of ten 
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den not whetlier one field is better adj^ited for tlie 
production of canes thwi another, but plants indis* 
criminatdy in bad or good seHy in heavy or light; 
in fact he knowjB not whether it ought to be planted 
with canes or cotton, or if it would be wise to allow 
it to become commcm pastures. He is contented, and 
seems to be quite satisfied, if he can but obtain Y^e* 
taticm in any way ; careless about the numnpr in 
which it is aoc(Hn^ished* To ascertain whedier it 
can be improved by art or industry, is a matter 
about which he is unconcerned. 

But the cane is not often planted. Moat of the 
cane pieces on plantations are old, probaUy they 
were planted by the Fr^ach, or subsequraitly in the 
time of Toussaint. They exhibit an iqppeaiance of 
age, for their circumfer^ace is small, and thdr joints 
are not more than three inches apart, xux do they 
ever exceed four feet in length. These are very 
seldom manured or trashed, nor do they receive any 
attention from the time of cutting until they are 
again ready for the mill the following year. There 
is no such thing as stirring the soil between the rows 
at particular times, nor do the cultivators ever trou^ 
ble themselves about divesdng the cane of its super- 
fluous and decaying leaves, so as to open a free course 
for the air through the whde. Nothing ofthis is done 
in Hay ti. The fertility of the soil, the congeniality 
of climate, and the regularity of seasons, suffice £ot 
manure, and the rest is left to nature. Art and the 
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abandoned as not to have been considered worthy 
of inheriting a patch of land. Hayti abounds with 
these small proprietors ; their patches of land, with 
their huts upon them, are generally situate in the 
mountains, in the recesses, or on the most elevated 
parts, on spots, as the poet has described, ^' the most 
inaccessible by shepherds trod.**' They are therefore 
lost for the purposes of agriculture : their cultivaticm 
does not extend beyond vegetables for the markets 
in their vicinity, added to which they furnish an oc- 
casional supply of pork, poultry, and wild pigeons. 

Another important question arises on this sub- 
ject, and that is the quantum of labour which a 
negro is capable of performing within the day. In 
the British colonies an experienced planter can at 
once discern how much labour a slave is capable of 
performing. He can also discriminate between slaves 
who are willing and industrious, and those who are 
careless and indolent ; and apportions their labour 
according to their respective deserts and capacities. 
The Haytian proprietor is deficient in these re- 
quisites; he is not a planter practically, and he 
is ignorant of its theory. There is nothing regu- 
lar in his system ; it is an anomaly, a strange, in- 
congruous method of proceeding, having no ten- 

\ dency either to improve the soil or benefit himself. 

\ The sugar planter in the first place is so ignorant 
that he knows not the virtue which his soil possesses, 
nor what it is capable of producing. He consi- 
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ders not whether one field is bettor adapted for Ow 
production of canea than another, but plants h 
criminately in bad or good soil, in heavy or lightj 
in fact he knows not whether it ought to be plaDia 
■with canes or cotton, or if it would be wise to aUo* 
it to become common pastures. He is contented, ani 
seems to be quite satisfied, if he can but obtain Tefe> 
tation in any way ; careless about the miuiner is 
which it is accomplished. To ascertain whether it 
can be improved by art or industry, is a i 
about which he is unconcerned. 

But the cane is not often planted. Afost of Uu 
ne pieces on plantations arc old, probably thef 
were planted by the French, or subeefjuently in the 
time of Tuussaint. They exhibit an appearance d. 
age, for their circumference is small, and their joiuH 
are not more than three inches apart, nor do thfj 
ever exceed four feet in length. These are vciy 
seldom manured or trashed, nor do they receive aif 
attention from the time of cutting until they itt 
again ready for the mill the following year. The» 
is no such thing as stirring the soil between tlic rovi 
at particular times, nor do the cultivators ever ttou* 
ble themselves about divesting the cane of its mpe- 
fluous and decaying leaves, so as to open a tree couiw 
for the air through the whole. Nothing of this is doW 
in Hayti. The fertility of the soil, the congeniality 
of climate, and the regularity of seasons, suffice liir 
manure, and the rest is left to nature. Art and the 
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industry of nan contribute little or nothing to the 
growth of the cane. The hoe and other implements 
of tillage are rendered useless by indolence, the 
planter's unconquerdUb loye of ease having brought 
them into disrepute; and I i^all be somewhat 
aatonidied if the Code Rural will have power enough 
to rerire their use. 

The same irDegularity attends the operations 
at the imll, the boiling-house, the distillery, and 
the other departments of ihe plantatbn. I have 
been throng them joften, and have been siurprised 
at the want of order which ev&cy where pre- 
vails^ There is nothing systematically arranged^ — ' 
every thing Beems in confusion; the works are 
detached^ and nesemble more a heap of ruins 
than cmiFenienees for manufisMCturing and distilling. 
The interior of the boiling-house would astonish a 
Jamaica jdanter : the several boilers are not ranged 
in auooesfiion firom the receiver to the teache, as 
ibey tare in the British colonies. They are placed 
without rule, and in their manner of conveying the 
liqnor from one eopper to another the waste is con* 
sidenible; and this is observable too in all their 
t^eiations. There is nothing like cleanliness in 
tfaor worics; filth and every species of dirtiness are 
to be weexL in them; and this is prevalent, although 
diey must be sensible that it is injurious, and often 
destructive to the quality of the sugar. The dis- 
tillery dqiartment is also very injudiciously con- 
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eultiTated properly, and leoeiyed the requisite care 
and attention in the sereral stages of its growth, 
it produced yery ahnBdantly. Bryan Edwards gives 
an average of two thoosand seven hundNd and 
twelve pounds of sugar per aonl dnNiiigli the isiaiid; 
and at this period I have been informed, and in fact 
I have seen it eakulated myself, that in the plains 
of Cul de Sac and Leogane the aven^ does not ex- 
ceed one thousand pounds of sugar per acre ; and 
an experienced planter on looking at the csnes 
when they are ripe for cutting, would conclude 
that they would not produce so much. Formerty 
a pound of mjigxr was obtained from a gidlon of 
juice in some districts, in others sixteen pounds 
jfrom twenty gallons, and in some rixteen pounds 
&om twenty.four gallons: but now it requires 
nearly treUe the quantity of juice to produce the 
same quantity of sugar : and this must remain so, 
until a new system of cultivation be tried, and the 
management of the plantations be entrusted to 
men of experience, men who^ have been practical 
planters, ahd who are conversant wiA the whole of 
its duties ; men, I say, who have a perfect knowledge 
of the soil, its capabilities and its wants for the 
work of tillage, and who will devote their time and 
attention to all the minutiae of j^tolation ldlk)ur. 
If such a system should ever be pursued in Hqrti, 
and there be labourers to cultivate, and capital can 
be invested securely, then sagar fAanting mmy be 
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carried on with some chavi^cf of & successful issue : 
until this talce place, I have great doubts whether 
the culture of the cane will prove profitable to the 
occupier of the soil. 

The labowr required ifor the cultivation of cofi^ 
is exceedingly light: I was therefore much sur- 
prised to see the very little progress the peopk 
had made in this branch of agriculture. When 
an individual, who has been accustomed to plants 
ations in the British, French, and Spanish ia* 
lands, visits the coffee plantatioxns in Hajrti^ and 
observes the whole conducted without judgment or 
care, it impresses him with a most unfavourable 
idea of the people; and when he sees the eauesl 
branch of agricultne so much neglected, it con- 
vinces him Aat their idleness is almost invincible. 
In ibe Irtish islands every coBke plantation is 
amnged with the gmatest exactitude The lands are 
divided into fields as nearly equal as posfiiUe, and 
in tho0e fields, in all probability, th« coffee has been 
Ranted in successive seasons, so that when the 
period arrives in which the trees begin to exhibit a 
dediM in their growth, the planter provides for the 
low of them by planting others, and by this expedi*- 
rat manages always to keep up his cr^. The 
fences which divide the fields are comtantly kept up 
with regularity and order, the whole having the 
appearance of a garden laid out with neatness and 
precisicn. The plantation works for washkig, dry- 
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cultivated properly, and received tlie requisite can 
and atteDtion in die several stages of its gnmtl^ 
it produced very abundaiitly. Bryan Bdwards gWel 
an average of two thoasand seven hundred a 
twelve pounds of sugar per acre through the Islanct 
and at this penod I have been informed, and in fad 
I have seen it calculated myself, that in the plual 
of Cul de Sac and Leogane the average does not e 
ceed one thousand pounds of sugar per acre ; ana 
an experienced planter on looking at the ( 
when they arc ripe for cutting, would concladft 
that they would not produce so much. Fonnerlf 
a pound of sugar was obtained ftY>m a g^lon a 
juice in some districts, in others sisteen poimda 
from twenty gallons, and in some sixteen poundi 
from twenty-four gallons : but now it reijuirci 
nearly treble the quantity of juice to produce lb 
same quantity of sugar : and this must remnn at 
until a new system of cultivation be tried, and til 
management of the plantations be entrusted t 
men of experience, men who have been praetit^ 
planters, and who are conversant with the wbsk d 
its duties; men, I say, who have a perfect tnowliN^ 
of the soil, its capabilities and its wants for t 
work of tillage, and who will devote their time ai 
attention to all the minutiae of plantation 1 
If such a system should ever be pursued in Haydj 
and there be labourers to cultivate, and capita) c 
be invested securely, then sugar [i^tinK mmy I 
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carried on with some chance of a saccessftil issue : 
until this take place, I have great doubts whether 
the enltiBre of the cane will prove profitable to the 
occupier of the soil. 

The labour required iSor the cultivation of coffee 
is exceedingly light: I was therefore much sur- 
prised to see the very little progress the people 
had made in this branch of agriculture. When 
an individual, who has been accustomed to plant* 
ations in the British, French, and Spanish ia* 
lands, visits the coffee plantations in Hajrti, and 
observes the whole conducted without judgment or 
care, it impresses him with a most unfavourable 
idea of the people; and when he sees the eadest 
braneh of agricultne so much neglected, it con- 
vinces him that their idleness is almost invincible. 
In the British islands every coBke plantation is 
aRnged with the gteatest exactitude. The lands are 
Avided into fields as nearly equal as possible, and 
in thotfe fields, in all probability, the coffee has been 
planted in successive seasons, so that when the 
period arrives in which the trees begin to exhibit a 
dcdJM in their growth, the planter provides for the 
loM of them by planting others, and by this expedi- 
ent manages always to keep up his cr^. The 
fences which divide the fields are constantly kept up 
wkh xvgularity and order, the whole having the 
affursnce of a garden laid out with neatness and 
prcciaioB. The plantation works for washing, dry- 
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ing, and preparing the coffee, are in the best condi- 
tion, and with the barbacues, exiiibit a well-arranged 
system for the production of the berry. In Hajd 
the scene is different : what is denominated there 
K coffee plantation, is neither more nor less than a 
large tract of land, throughout which grows spott- 
taneously the coffee tree ; not planted there by ths 
people, but sprung from the seed which has (alien 
from those planted by the French, and which csca]Kd 
destruction during the revolution. Tliere is uo eucll 
tiling as a plantation established upon the same 
principle as in other islands. There are no divisions, 
no laying out of the lands, no order of planting ia 
succession, nothing done towards improving and 
fertilizing the soil, in order to aid the growth of ihe 
tree, no lopping it of its excrescences, and prunitig 
it to strengthen the parent stem; but every thing ii 
left to nature, the pruning knife ia sheathed, mi 
the rank luxuriance of tbe tree is permitted t» in- 
crease, whilst the hoe is seldom called into use, M 
extirpate those weeds which are so destructive » 
vegetation. 

A person must ho somewhat conversant with tra- 
velling in Hayti before he can discover on his nxki 
that a coffee plantation is near him. For my 
part, I could see nothing that resembled one, not 
should I have known the coffee tree, growing ae it 
did in a pyramidal form, surrounded by numberletf 
other shrubs, had it not been for the appearaace uf 
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% few red berries on one of its lower branches. I 
ilighted from my mule to examine some trees just 
round the spot : as nearly as I could ascertain, every 
tree must have exceeded twelve feet in height, and 
[ am convinced that each of them at the time would 
not have produced two pounds of coffee in the husk. 
I had the curiosity to go a little way into the inte- 
rior of this settlement to see if there were any thing 
like cultivation, but I could discover nothing bear- 
ing the least resemblance to a plantation. I saw 
nothing but a hut, and four or five people in it, 
whom I found to be the proprietors of the place. 
They were inquisitive, and not much pleased that I 
should have intruded on their privacy, and there- 
fore I had a hint from my guide that it would be 
prudent not to advanl^ &rther. I saw, however, 
^ough to convince me that there was no regular 
^stem pf cultivation pursued in this place, although 
ihere were twelve hundred acres of land in the 
Seen ; and that the coffee grew in a wild state, the 
^ never b^g touched or disturbed, save, occa- 
^onally, by pigs, goats and asses, which range 
through the whole, and feed on the grass which 
S^ws luxuriantly in the intervals. Mills are not very 
^mmon, and the few which exist are very small 
*t)d turned by asses. Washing and pulping are not 
I^ei&fmed by machinery. Indeed I am inclined to 
^Uspect that they are dispensed with altogether, as 
I could not find any apparatus for these operations. 

A A 
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My guide knew this plantation veil, and he told me, 
that although the proprietor had this large tract of 
land, yet he was so poor that he could not afford to 
hire cultivators, who, when employed, never did work 
enough to pay for their liire. I was ansious to 
certain the annual quantity of eofFee which 
place produced, and I was told that it did not ext 
four thousand five hundred pounds weight. I 
mentioned this plantation because it is considered 
to be a settlement in a productive part of the coun- 
try, the mountains of Leogane ; and extraordinary 
as it may appear, it is a very good illustration of 
the coffee settlements in general, all of which in- 
hibit negligence and want of that industry whi'iii 
characterize the Haytian planter and cultivator. 
I Cotton, which formerly was an article mach groifii 
in Hayti, is now greatly neglected, although the 
labour attending it is very inconsiderable, tlie p«- 
pie having no wish to extend cultivation to thwc 
products of the soil which require planting annually 
It is both an annual and a pcremiial plant. 
but the former is esteemed as most productive, whils 
the latter is somewhat out of repute from not affoni- 
ing such profitable returns. In some of the di*- 
tricts, when in possession of the French, from iht 
extreme luxuriance of the soil, a planter coulil ob- 
tain,from the Inboorof one man, six thousand pounds 
of it annually ; but in these more modem tiniM 
'and under the free labour system, not mure lliu 
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much attention after it is picked, will never be an 
article of very general culture, however valuable it 
may be to the planter. 

Although there are a great many fields in which 
the indigo grows wild, and settlements in which it was 
once extensively cultivated stiU exist, yet at this pe^ 
riod but very little is produced. Its cultivation re- 
quires the greatest care, for it has to go through a very 
long process, from the picking of the leaves on which 
the blue is found until it is fit to be removed into 
chests. This is too much for the fickle Haytian 
planter to undergo. It is said to be a plant that can- 
not be cultivated without shade and moisture, and 
that it will not bear any other vegetable near it witlu 
out sustaining great injury. It is a plant also that 
exhausts the soil very considerably indeed, and at the 
end of two years it has not only become degenerated, 
but the land which bore it becomes weak and unfit to 
be again used for its production. After the loss of 
Hayti to the French, they made experiments on its 
growth in some parts of their dominions in Europe, 
and they are I think stated to have been successftd, 
but the quantity which they raised was small. The 
indigo fiH)m Guatemala is esteemed the finest, and 
in that republic is an article of very extensive 
cultivation, and a source of great wealth to the 
people who cultivate it ; but the native Spaniards 
and the Indians of that country are a very in* 
dustrious race of people, and leave nothing untried 
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times permitted to rise and fall into decay witluM 
becotaiag the object of the cultivator's attendoB. J 

The culture of cocoa is not now attended to, e 
cept, I believe, in the vicinity of Jeremie. It is a 
plant the nature of which is peculiarly delicate, and 
requires shade as well as moisture, and it is nu- 
terial to its growth, that it should be defended 
against the powerful rays of the sun. The Utbo 
of cultivating it is very trifling; the most importi 
duty which it requires is to guard it during its i 
proach to perfection against the macaw and I 
parrot, for wherever they touch the pod, destructi 
ensues. It may be considered a perennial plant, 1 
the &uit is found upon it tliroughout tlie grnl 
part of tlie year, though there are two princb 
crops, which are gathered in June and Decentbi 
Afler it is gathered great care must be token of: 
for before it is prepared for market it receive* 
sweat by the application of salt water, which d 
stroys any vermin that may have got into it, an 
it is siud, preserves its hue. Any vegetable pn 
duction requiring so much care in the culture ai 
preparation of it will never become extensively et 
tivated in Hayti, although it may be exceeding 
profitable. The Haytians cannot confine tlicl 
selves to any settled system of planting; and d 
coa therefore requiring the greatest possible d 
tlirough the whole progress of its growth, as wdll 
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much attention after it is picked, will never be an 
article of very general culture, however valuable it 
may be to the planter. 

Although there are a great many fields in which 
the indigo grows wild, and settlements in which it was 
once extensively cultivated still exist, yet at this pe- 
nod but very little is produced. Its cultivation re- 
quires the greatest care, for it has to go through a very 
long process, from the picking of the leaves on which 
the blue is found until it is fit to be removed into 
diests. This is too much for the fickle Haytian 
planter to undergo. It is said to be a plant that can- 
not be cultivated without shade and moisture, and 
that it will not bear any other vegetable near it with** 
out sustaining great injury. It is a plant also that 
exhausts the soil very considerably indeed, and at the 
end of two years it has not only become degenerated, 
but the land which bore it becomes weak and unfit to 
be again used for its production. After the loss of 
Hayti to the French, they made experiments on its 
growth in some parts of their dominions in Europe, 
and they are I think stated to have been successftd, 
but the quantity which they raised was small. The 
indigo fiom Guatemala is esteemed the finest, and 
in that republic is an article of very extensive 
inildvation, and a source of great wealth to the 
people who cultivate it ; but the native Spaniards 
and the Indians of that country are a very in* 
dustrious race of people, and leave nothing untried 
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which may improve their couDtry, or enrich them- 
selves. 

I am astonished that the cocliineal insect vai 
never extensively sought after, and the raising of it 
more generally attended to in Hayti, as the cactoi^ 
or prickly pear, on which it feeds, grows througlit 
the whole of the country, and forms a common fe 
round gardens in many parts of the island. So p 
cious an insect, and requiring no labour in the p 
servation of it, must be a valuable acquisiuon 
those who would devote their time in looking sf 
it; hut the attention which it absolutely reqni 
causes the Hayuans to neglect it. It is said to lu 
been in the time of the Spaniards an indigenous 
sect, and that in the districts of St. John's i 
Ocoa they usually collected large quantities for I 
European market. 

The cultivation of tobacco has declined ei 
ingly, although the districts of St. Jsgo and t 
whole of the banks of the Yague, as well as I 
plains of La Vega, produced an article very little! 
ferior in its quality to that of Cuba. The lai^ 
titles of this commodity which found their way to Ji 
miuca were a source of great wealth to the 
who cultivated it ; but that vent being closed, it h 
now become much neglected; and as the Spanish nd 
tivators of it have mostly left the island, and hM 
gone to the Spanish Main or to Cuba, s littlv 
still produced by the Hay tion planters; but, as wi 
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respect to every other article deriyed from the soil, 
fchqr are quite careless about the culture of it, and 
oAen leave it to decay, rather than undergo the toil 
of preparing it for market. There are other terri- 
torial productions which formerly were considered 
important to raise, and which gave the planter very 
handsome returns, such as ginger, pimento, rice, 
vnulla, palma christi oil (ricinus Americanus), and 
sarsaparilla, as well as many indigenous plants that 
amtain qualities which might make a valuable addi- 
tion to the number of use&l drugs now comprised in 
the Materia Medica. All these may now be said to 
be totally disregarded, with the exception of rice, 
which is occasionally grown, for I could never ascer- 
tain that any individual devoted the least of his 
time to cultivating them, nor did I ever see any of 
them exhibited as articles of commerce in any part 
of the country. 

Having now adverted to the productions of the 
soil in Hayti, and the decline of agriculture through 
the country, it may not be improper, by way of a 
conclusion to this subject, to offer a few remarks on 
what is termed free labour, and the consequences 
which have arisen from it in Hayti. It seems to me 
quite clear that this subject is by no means well un- 
derstood in Europe, and that its advocates are 
much too sanguine and enthusiastic when they ex- 
pect that it would be found practicable to keep 
up the tillage of the colonies if their present sable 
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cultiyalors were to be set free. It is indisputable 
that the declaration of freedom to the slave popu- 
lation in Hayti was the ruin of the country, and 
that it has not been attended with those benefita 
which the sanguine philanthropists of Europe anti- 
cipated. The inhabitants have neither advancedia 
moral improvement, nor arc their civil rights 
respected; their condition is not changed for the 
better. They are not slaves, it is true, but they are 
suffering under greater deprivations than can weU 
be imagined, whilst slaves have nothing to appre- 
hend, for they are clothed, fed, and receiye cveiy 
jinedical Md in the time of sickness. The free 1»* 
IbouTCT in Hayti, from innate indolence and from 
his state of ignorance, obtains barely enough f« 
his Bubsisteuce. He cares not for clothing, and as t» 
aidundersickness he cannot obtain it; thus he is left 
to pursue a course that sinks him to a level 
the brute creation, and the reasoning faculties of 
the one are almost inferior to the instinct of dit- 
other, and will be so until moral instruction effect 
a change. Had the Hay tians been prepared for free- 
dom by moral and rch^ous education, emancipatioB 
might have done them some good; but even theoi 
they would not have made much progress 
agriculture had been legally imposed as a duty, anj 
the government enforced all the laws enacted fi* 
punishing negligence and disobedience. I have 
yet been able to discover in Hayti, that the blacl 
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dnoe their emancipation have improved in the extra- 
ordinary d^ree which they are sometimes represent- 
ed to have done. It is probable that those blacks who 
lire in the towns may have improved a little. Their 
intercourse with the strangers who visit the country 
and their avocations afford them opportunities of 
improving, which are denied to their brethren in tiie 
interior parts. But to calculate the increase of im- 
provement from the progress of those in the towns, is 
wrong. The whole mass of the people must be taken, 
and then, if the measure of moral improvement be 
ascertained, it will not be found to exceed one in fif- 
teen. The state of ignorance prevailing among the 
people in the mountains and the interior parts is 
almost inconceivable. It appears as if the work of 
civilization had not commenced, and that the peo- 
ple had not taken one voluntary step towards im- 
proving themselves in any one thing. Neither is 
there one step taken by the government to force 
some degree of attention to those duties that may 
eventually improve them, unless, since the conviction 
of their own impolitic system of governing, the Code 
Rural should effect that change which ought to 
have been accomplished before. 

If any one suppose for a moment that the present 
race of free labourers in Hayti resemble the free la- 
bourers of any other part of the world, he will be most 
egregiously deceived. There cannot be a greater dis- 
tinction between two classes of people than there is be- 
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tween the free labourers in Hayti and those of Cuba 
and the southern states of North America. The first 
are in a state of profound ignorance, inheriting nil 
those vices of idolatry and heathenism so peculiar to 
the African race; whilst the second, before theyre- 
ceived the boon of freedom, bad been taught how to 
value it, had received the blessings of a moral and 
religious education, and, although they were not 
admitted into the general community of free pe:- 
jsons, but formed a class of their own, yet they "oe 
respected and became valuable as labourers. In 
the United States the incitements to labour are greit, 
the most important being that of want ; and until tbe 
Haytians are impelled by a stimulus equally power- 
ful, they will not work ; and tliat such a stimuluj 
will be found is not probable, while we know thit 
the labour of a few days will furnish a negro with 
sustenance for a month. Experiments may be triei!, 
laws may be enacted, and encouragement given, but 
nothing sbort of coercion and want will impel the 
Hay tian to labour ; and I have my doubts aa to lli< 
practicability of enforcing labour in Hayti until lh« 
people hn'Te been better instructed, and tbeir cha- 
racters become changed. As to want, the fer^tj 
of the aoU is so great that it oifers every security 
t^ainst its occurrence, by the most simple exertioi* 
It it evident to me, that unless constant lahonrbc 
required for the support of the negro, be never can 
become like the free labourers in otlicr cotmtriet; 
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and to imagine that he inll work for hire ifrithout 
coercion, is absolutely to imagine that to be practi- 
cable which is physically impossible. I am well 
aware that it has been often asserted that the Hay- 
tians are always found willing to contract, or engage 
to perform any proportion of the work required on 
a plantation, on being fairly and equitably remune- 
rated for their labour; but I am bold to pronounce 
such an assertion, come from what quarter it may, 
to be unfounded. It was, I aver, out of the power 
of a proprietor to obtain labourers, although the 
most liberal offers were made to them to under- 
take a proportion^ of such work as he wished to be 
performed. 

It is perhaps unfortunate that the local autho- 
rities in Hay ti are individuals without decision, and 
too apt to submit to the will of the people ; mere 
nonentities, without resolution sufficient to com- 
mand obedience in their several districts, although 
invested with power to commit, or inflict summary 
punishment. Hence there is much reason to pre- 
sume that the enactments of the Code Rural will 
become inefficacious for a more general and exten- 
sive cultivation of the soil, and that agricultural 
pursuits will not be the least encouraged or promoted 
by its clauses, because the task of enforcing them 
devolves on the very imbecile class of persons who 
constitute the executive part of the government. 

Before I conclude this part of my observations, 
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I cannot avoid repeating, that Hayti must not 
he held up as au example of what can be accom- 
plished by free labour; but that it ought rather to 
be the beacon to warn the government of Englanil 
against an experiment which may prove absolutely j 
fatal to her colonial system. If it be not wished that 
a fate similar to that which has befallen Hayd 
should overtake our own colonies, that they should 
be rendered totally unproductive to the revenue at 
the country, and that the property invested in then 
should be preserved from destruction, the adviseit 
of the crown must pause before they listen to tbt 
ill-judged suggestions of enthusiasts; for they mml 
banish from their minds the idea that the work of< 
cultivation can be made productive by means of frw 
labour. Sucha thing appears to me impossible. The 
negro, constituted as he ie, has such an aversion froiK 
labour, and so great a propensity for indidgence ani 
vice, that no pros]}ect of advantage can stimulate 
him, and as for emulation it has not the sligbtert 
influence over him. Without force he will sink int 
lethargy, and revert to his primitive savitge chi 
raetcr, and the only feasible and effectual plan t 
promote his civilization is to persist in those met 
surcs which compel him to labour, inculcate morah^, 
and tend to extirpate those vices which are 
herent in the descendants of the African race. 1 
has been ofrcn cxemphfied in cases of A&ii 
who have been taken from their native coil 
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^ucated in England. When they have returned to 
;he spot of their nativity, and have beheld their 
dndred indulging in all the habits of savage life, 
they have thrown off all traces of civilization, and 
embraced with all their t)Timeval ardour the vices 
of their native country. As Africa has presented 
various instances of this, so has it occurred also 
among the Indian tribes, not only of North but 
of South America. 

I trust that my readers will not for a moment 
consider that I am advocating the cause of slavery ; 
that I have the most distant wish that freedom 
should not be conceded to the slave population of 
the world ; but that, if it were possible, the whole 
of the British colonies should be cultivated by free 
labourers. Nothing can be more opposite to my 
feelings than such a supposition, for I should be 
one of the first to exult were the measure prac* 
ticable, and were the condition of the slave to be 
changed for the better by it. But I have Hayti 
before me as an example, as a forcible illustration 
of the evils likely to attend such an experiment; 
for I am convinced that to attempt it, would in- 
evitably ruin all interests, be a signal for general 
insurrection, and the colonies would then be lost 
for ever as a productive possession of the crown, 
without improving the condition of the slave. I 
venture to make this declaration from a know- 
ledge of the character of the slave. From hav- 
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ing, during an intercowrse of twenty-two years with 
those countries in which slavery exists, minutely 
examined him in all his essential qualities, I hare 
been only able to arrive at the conclusion, that it 
will be found an undertaking of extreme difficulty 
to change his nature so as to make freedom a good 
to him ; and even assuming that such an attempt 
should be considered practicable, it is evident that 
it must be the work of time, and not the result of 
any sudden and precipitate act. But I would, with 
great deference, call upon my countrymen to deli- 
berate before they venture upon further expoi- 
loentB, unless they wish to subvert their colonial 
establishments; and not to be hurried into the adop- 
tion of any measure without the most serious con- 
sideration of the consequences which are likely to 
ensue from it. I would call upon them to examine 
into the state and condition of the Haytian people, 
before they adopt any plan, or devise any means, 
for attempting to cultivate their colonies by free 
labour. The state of the population of this island 
is calculated to excite the most painftil sensatioiu, 
and their abject sloth, indolence, and ignorance, 
would, I should think, induce the warmest philan- 
thropists of England to form the wish that theii 
condition were rendered equal to that of the slave 
population of the British colonies. Their con^ 
tion has not been improved by the change from 
daves to free labourers. In point of fact, tlic slave 
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is infinitely better off than the free labourer of 
Hayti ; in physical circumstances he is particularly 
so; and even as regards morality, the former has 
tbe advantage. I say again that Hayti, instead 
of being an example of what may be done by free 
l^ur in the tropics, or a proof that agriculture can 
^ successftilly carried on by it, stands as a beacon 
^ caution us against the rock on which the prospe- 
^iyyof the colonies is likely to be wrecked. 



CHAPTER XII. 

I 

Commerce. — State of exports and imports. — ^Exactions 
at the customs— -depredation^ and impositions. — Fordgn 
merchants — disabilities they labour under.— Insecurity. 
— State of finances. — Revenue, etc. * 

Commerce, like agriculture, in Hayti is at a very 
low ebb, and presents a very discouraging view of the 
state of that country. Without agriculture commerce 
can receive but little encouragement; and if the cul- 
tivation of the soil decline, commerce must decline 
also, the one being unquestionably dependent on the 
other. If there be a failure in those territorial pro- 
ductions which constitute the staple commodities of 
Hayti, there will be nothing to excite commercial 
enterprise and speculation, and consequently the in- 
tercourse with foreigners will decrease, to the great 
injury of the country. Were Hayti in a situation 
to become an entrepot for foreign property, or were- 
it so circumstanced as to have the means of cany* 
ing on an extensive trade with the South American, 
states, it might probably relieve her in some mea- 
sure from the heavy weight with which she is now 
borne down. But she has no such intercourse, nor 
are the people in the least conversant with the 
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nature of it : their knowledge of commerce not ex- 
tending much beyond the limits of mere petty barter- 
ingy and all important commercial dealings are cen- 
tred in the foreign houses established there. The 
British, Americans, and even the French, will not 
confide in the integrity of the Hay tians; all their en- 
gagements are effected, all their arrangements are 
made by the agents from their respective countries, 
who have patents to reside in the several parts of the 
republic. An attempt was made to induce the legisla- 
tive body to enact a law for compelling foreigners to 
consign their cargoes or shipments to Haytian citi- 
zen agents; and I believe Boyer was much disposed 
to countenance the proposition, but it met with 
great disapprobation from those individuals in the 
chamber of communes who were on friendly terms 
with the foreigners, and who had discretion enough 
to foresee that such a law would be destructive of 
that commerce which they were so anxious to extend. 
This iniquitous law was proposed by M . Elic and 
M. Ardouin, the representatives for Port au Prince, 
and it was supported by other members of the 
chamber, who, as native agents, resided in the 
several ports, but decried by those who apprehended 
the serious check which foreign intercourse would 
receive from so unwise and impolitic a measure. 
It was, however, negatived, and the proposers and 
supporters of it drew upon themselves much obloquy 
and reproach. 

B B 
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The Haytian goTcmmcnt Las often promulgated 
very glowing abstracts of the ilouri^jhing state rf 
its commerce, and would seem to expect that such 
accounts should be received as proofs of the rising 
greatness of the country. But the very documents 
themselves are prima facie evidence of their being » 
fabrication. They are gross impositions to lead stran- 
gers into the belief that the intercourse is of im- 
portance, and that considerable advantages accrue- 
from it to those r.ations who engage in it witlk 
spirit, and pursue it without relaxation. 

As there is no individual wealth in the country, 
the means of the people depend upon their own ex- 
ertions in the culture of the soil ; and therefore 
as cultivation has dwindled from the want of indus- 
try, those means must have become exceedingly cir- 
cumscribed. Hence it is not probable that the an- 
nual value of the imports into the country can hare 
BO far exceeded the exports from it, as the follow] 
statements, which have been already before the pal 
lie, particularly exhibit. 

The return for the year 1821, being the yeif] 
after the annexation of Christophe's dominions U 
the republic, gives the following balance of com- 
merce with foreign nations :— 
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In 18S1. Di^lars. Cts. 

Vahiatioii of imports to Hajfi 10>897>470 90 

IKtto of exports fixim Hayti 6,856,658 21 

Excess 4fi40,Bl2 79 

In 1822. , 

Valoatioii of imports 13,017,890 19 

Ditto of exports 9,030,397 6 

Excess 9,987,493 13 

In 1823. 

Valuation of imports 13,749,012 46 

Ditto of exports 9,^67,787 16 

Excess 4,481,225 30 

^12,509,531 22 

Making an excess of imports into the country over 
^e means of the people from the value of the ex- 
ports, in three years> no less a sum than twelve 
<di]]i(m,five hundred and nine thousand, five hundred 
^ thirty-one doUara and twenty-two centimes, 
Hbout tumble the amount of the collective wealth of 
tiie people through the whole country 1 In the 
two succeeding years the exports and imports have 
kept, it would appear, an equal pace* By the 
same documents also, the proportion of die above 
balances with the respective countries is particularly 
detailed, and the three pdncipal ones I shall 
«numerat0. 

B Y 2 
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In 1821. IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 

VaLinDoUs. Cts. VaL in DoDs. Cti. 

Great Britain 3,254,439 5 2,501,729 7 

United States 4,906,178 4 1,720,419 65 

France 2,296,407 77 2,284,691 74 

Holland, Germany, etc. . . 440,446 4 349,817 75 

Total 10,897,470 90 6,856,658 21 



In 1822. 

Great Britain 3,661,244 

United States 6,641,570 72 

France 2,262,411 8 

Holland, Germany, etc. . . 452,664 39 

Total 13,017,890 19 



In 1823. 

Great Britain 4,506,216 60 

United States 6,056,840 18 

France 2,640,186 

Holland, Germany, etc . . 545,769 68 

Total 13,749,012 46 



3,002,074 88 

3,293,890 86 

2,280,800 50 

453,650 83 

9,030,597 6 



3,108,622 6 

3,327,790 5 

2,360,800 

470,575 5 

9,267,787 16 



I think it must be admitted that documents like 
the foregoing carry on the face of them evident 
marks of their spurious character. Although it i^ 
a known fact that they were issued from the bu- 
reau of government, it cannot for a moment be be- 
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lieved that there could be 6uch an extraordinary 
excess of imports over the exports in a country the 
credit of which has been so often impeached, and 
the integrity of the government and people so much 
questioned. It is not probable, — ^it is not credible,— 
that the enterprising, yet wary, American should so 
implicitly confide in Haytian integrity and honour 
as to become a creditor of the latter to the extent of 
nearly nine million three hundred thousand dollars; 
and that the British trader should be led into a 
amilar mistaken confidence, whilst France and every 
other country appear to have acted with the greatest 
possible precaution, and always to have obtained 
a quid pro quo — a consideration in return for an 
equal value given. 

Nothing can be more discouraging to the com* 
mercial intercourse with Hayti, than the irregular 
system under which every operation is conducted, 
from the highest to the lowest office of the state. 
The delays and procrastinations of the officers of 
the custpms are exceedingly injurious both to the 
consignee and to the vessel : a studied dilatorinesa 
pervades all their proceedings. This delay is well 
known to the government, and repeated representa- 
tions and remonstrances have been sent in to the 
proper authorities^ and some remedy particularly 
sought for; but they have all been unsuccessAil, and 
the foreign merchants were left to pursue the best 
course they possibly could^ to obtain some little ex- 
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pedition in their progress througli the customs. 
The only successful way to obtain this despatch is 
by one that uever fails in its aim, that of a dtntceur, 
for the principal officers are open to bribes, and thty 
Beem determined not to do their duty without one, 
so long as the government sanctions their conduct 
The inconvenience as well as the imposition* 
tinder which commerce labours in respect to the 
Haytian tariff fiirnishes another ground of complaint 
among foreigners. This is a matter which ought to 
be taken into the most serious consideration of ibc 
respective governments who have representatives in 
tliat coiuttry. The delay which ensues between the 
landing of the merchant's property, aud the examm- 
ation of it by the officers tpf the customs for the put- 
pose of ascertaining its qualities, agreeably to the 
regulations of the tariff, is not only most injunout, 
but in Hayti every thbig becomes so exposed that de- 
predations are not unirequeut, and the injured part^ 
has no remedy. The officers of the customs 
no redress, nor will the government make any 
pensation ; and in a country where theft ia so pre- 
valent, and justice so seldom overtakes tho perpetra- 
tor, there is but little security for property. 1 hs' 
seen many instances of goods being most unwarrant' 
ably exposed, and all the remonstrances of the con- 
signee have been unavailing ; there appeared on ll 
contrary every reason to suBpect connivance on H 
part of those whose duty it was to protect the pp 
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perty against those persons who are always on the 
alert to plunder, for they were negligent, and shewed 
no wish to detect offenders, and bring them to 
justice. 

The way in which goods are valued agreeably to 
the tariff is a monstrous imposition on the trader, 
and imperatively calls for the most prompt and 
efficient remedy. Many of the articles of British 
manufacture are actually subjected to a duty equal 
to twenty per cent, instead of twelve, from the ex« 
cess of valuation, the tariff fixing a value nearly 
double the actual sale price of the goods ; and al- 
though it may be argued that the consumer pays the 
duty, yet it seriously affects the sale of the article, 
and in most cases is felt very grievously by the con« 
signor. In no other country have I ever witnessed 
such impositions and such depredations as are com- 
mitted in Hayti, where the injured individuals have 
not the least possible chance of redress. The Bri- 
tish government has been, however, I have no 
doubt, apprised of the impositions practised by the 
Haylians on our commerce: hence it has been 
found adviseable to obtain some change, and in fix- 
ture to protect it against similar attacks. The 
appointment of a consul-general of talents and de- 
cision will, I am confident, bring the Haytian go- 
vernment and President Boyer to a proper sense of 
justice towards these British subjects who have so 
long suffered from these impositions. A trade fet- 
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tered with such hca\'y duties, and charges of varioai 
description, where payment is extremely uncerlaia 
and insecure, from the character of the people 
the state of the country, can never prosper if these ei 
actions and depredations be not effectually restrained 
I have heard of the ingenuity and dexterity evinea 
by the people of the South American states in ab; 
stracting merchandize that may be exposed ; but ) 
am confident that the Haytian may challenge coiqi 
petition, and on a trial of their respective mcriw, ] 
have no douht of his being pronounced the vict«| 
The internal commerce of Hayti abo as r^anlf 
foreigners is rendered quite unprofitable by tiM 
absurd regulations which fetter it. The forcigB 
merchant has no latitude given to his operations ; ht 
is not permitted to trade with any but Haytiu| 
citizens, and to them alone can he offer his good». 
Though he might be able to effect a more ad- 
vantageous arrangement with other importers ( 
consignees like himself, he cannot even dispo) 
of the produce of the country, should ho have i 
excess heyond the quantity which he may reqnii 
for exportation ; he must ship it, however disadva 
tageous it may be. Neither can the foreign nia 
chant dispose of his goods upon the coast ; he i 
forced to place them under the agency of a Hayti) 
citizen for that purpose, and confide in people p« 
sesung hut little integrity. 

All the produce which the foreigner purchASCS I 
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exportation must pass through the hands of a broker, 
to whom he is obliged to pay a commission. He is 
not allowed to make his own purchases ; but this 
diflSculty is obviated by an understanding with the 
broker, that he shall be paid the commission on 
what the merchant may purchase himself. This 
commission is about six pence per one hundred 
pounds weight of cofPee, and other articles in pro- 
portion. The French, by the arrangements of 
1825, enjoy a much more extensive intercourse with 
Hayti than they did previously, and from their 
paying only half duties both on imports and expol'ts, 
they are able to compete with the British and Ame- 
ricans, who before had decidedly the advantage. I 
do not know whether any arrangements are likely to 
be effected, by which British commerce will be put on 
the same footing as that of France, although I should 
hope that such a thing is not improbable, or else the 
little intercourse that now exists will decline more, 
for the French will be able to undersell us, having 
so great an advantage as half duties both ways. 

In a commercial point of view Hayti presents but 
little encouragement to the speculator or adven- 
turer. There is no extensive sphere for mercantile 
operation : every thing is confined within a narrow 
compass. The foreigner, with unlimited pecuniary 
means, has no opportunity of employing them to 
advantage. The heavy exactions of the government 
are too burthensome to admit of any successfiil ap- 
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pUcation of capital, and to invest it under the ira- 
prefision of security would be an error that mij 
bring on very fatal results. No such thing as sent- 
rity exists in tltat country ; a foreigner cannot hold; 
property in the soil, and he cannot, without a greut 
deal of inconvenience aud expense, obtain a litA 
on the real property of a citizen. To bring It W ■ 
Bale for the purpose of liquidating a debt, would be 
impossible, &om the corrupt adrainistration of jtu- 
tice ; for the judicial seat is filled by persons who 
have not the least idea of either law or equity. 
Under all these circumstances, Hayti cannot advance 
much in commerce, for she holds out no induce 
ments, and until the government remove the nv 
Btraints which they have put upon it, and give it 
greater latitude and freedom, it will not be worlb 
the foreigner's seeking, for he cannot benefit by hii 
operations, and he is exposed to inconceivable dif- 
ficultics, and often to severe losses. 

The finances of Hayti are exceedingly low, 
country can labour under greater depression in iti 
financial state than the republic at this moment, and 
there does not appear the least pobabihty of a rcvi. 
val. Without agriculture and commerce, I cannot 
Bee bow they are to be recruited, and as those 
at the lowest ebb, despair seems to tac inevitnblfr 
Their application to the Prench government to vx- 
tend the period for the payment of the debt due fur 
(he recognition of independence, is corroborative uf 
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seems to be gathering round her. Setting aside the 
produce of the soil, there is no other source from 
which any aid to the revenue can be derived ; and if 
that be not attended to, and an increase immediately 
obtained, the little commercial intercourse that re- 
mains will dwindle away, and Hay ti will sink into an 
irrecoverable state of poverty. 

Towards both the military and civil establish- 
ments they are exceedingly illiberal. They do not 
adequately requite either for their services, which 
causes them all to be open to bribes, by which the 
revenue becomes defrauded. The soldiers of the 
republic are so irregularly paid— and at times not 
paid at all— that they make up by plunder wherever 
they have an opportunity. This is therefore a 
mistaken principle of economy ; but it is similar to 
every other proceeding of the government, and 
carries with it every mark of absurdity. To reason 
with them in matters of finance would have no 
effect, for the vanity of Boyer and his chief advisers 
is such, that they think they have arrived at per- 
fection ; they arrogate to that system of government 
which they have established the praise of being the 
most efficient, if not the most powerful of all the 
modem republics. 

The same want of system and method, which is 
seen in every other branch of the government, per- 
vades the financial department. The head of that 
department has no power; he is a mere nominal cha- 
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racter, and is often andeservedly exposed to censure 
ftora the extraordinary conduct of the president. It 
is not an uncommon circumstance for the president 
to issue an order on the treasurer for payment to some 
individuid who has had a demand upon government, 
and after having issued it, and before an application 
can be made for payment, a subsequent order has 
been given to suspend the pajrment of it fw a time, 
by which injustice the treasurer is suligected to great 
obloquy and abuse. This is not an uncommon thing ; 
many of the British and American merchants will 
bear testimony to such facts, for they have often 
been placed in this predicament Many to my know- 
ledge, who have had occasion to transmit money to 
Port au Prince from some of the distant p<H^, have 
paid the amount into the treasinry, or some other 
government department at his own port, and received 
a check on the treasurer-general for the amount, 
which, when presented, has ofi;en been refiised, and 
it has been by great difficulty, and after great delay, 
that the check has been paid. So little confidence 
can be placed in the integrity of the government, 
that people are no longer disposed to have faith 
in it. 

I have, I hope, said enough to deter mercantile 
adventurers ftom falling into the trap laid for their 
property, by the high soundmg and vaunting re- 
ports published by the eulogists of Hayti for the 
purpose of delusion. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

Haytian jurisprudence. — State of the courtsw — Trial by 
jury. — ^The judges, — Justices of the peace^ thdr cor- 
ruption.— State of the church. — ^Account of a Mission- 
ary. — Schism in the church.— Mocal and religious state 
of the people — shewn by th«r mode of living. — ^Descrip- 
tion of this mode.— Habitations described. — ^Fumiture^ 
&c. — ^EducatioiL — ^Its progress. — Government do not en- 
courage it, — ^Remarks on the consequences of not doing 
80.^ — Qualifications of senators and conununes shew the 
state of knowledge and education. 

It is necessary that I should make a few remarks 
on the subject of Haytian jurisprudence, and endea- 
vour to shew my readers what description of per- 
sonages preside over the civil and criminal depart- 
ments of justice, as well as explain what sort of an 
individual a Haytian justice of the peace is. 

I think that every person who has had an occa« 
sion to visit Hayti, and has been an observer of the 
way in which justice is generally dispensed, will ac« 
cord with me in the opinion that there may be exhi- 
bited the symbol of justice, but that equity is never 
dealt out in spirit and in substance ; and that when- 
ever it becomes unavoidable that recourse should be 
had to the courts of law for a decision on a dis- 
puted question, it is ten to one in favour of that 
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suitor who is the most liberal in his bribes to the 
judges. It is a &ct which cannot be controverted, 
that justice in Hay ti may be bought ; and those who 
are appointed to administer it, cannot escape the 
imputation of making the chair of justice the vehicle 
of corruption. Justice never flows from a pure and 
unvitiated source. The civil and criminal codes of 
Hayti do certainly provide for its due administra- 
tion, and for the protection of property and indi- 
viduals against molestation; but there is a laxity in 
the courts which deserves the severest reprobation, 
and calls for a prompt remedy. There is so much 
procrastination, and such inconceivable dilatoriness 
in the officers of the courts, that cases of a civil 
nature, although of no importance and capable of 
being decided at the first glance, are oftentimes 
heard and reheard, considered and reconsidered, be^ 
fore any judgment is given; and those who may 
be committed for trial for an alleged offence, are 
alike subjected to the tardy proceedings of the law, 
and the innocent often suffers, by an unjust impri- 
sonment before trial, equal in duration to that which 
is awarded to an offender after his conviction. The 
supineness and apathy of the judges are the subjects 
of general condemnation, and their want of discern- 
ment and discrimination renders it frequently neces- 
sary to reverse or suspend the execution of their 
judgments. 

The law establishing a trial by jury in criminal 
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It is necessary that I should make a few remarks 
on the subject of Haytian jurisprudence, and endea* 
Your to shew my readers what description of per- 
sonages preside over the civil and criminal depart- 
ments of justice, as well as explain what sort of an 
individual a Haytian justice of the peace is. 

I think that every person who has had an occa« 
don to visit Hayti, and has been an observer of the 
way in which justice is generally dispensed, will ac- 
cord with me in the opinion that there maybe exhi- 
bited the symbol of justice, but that equity is never 
dealt out in spirit and in substance; and that when- 
ever it becomes unavoidable that recourse should be 
had to the courts of law for a decision on a dis- 
puted question, it is ten to one in favour of that 
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the tardiness of its proceedings, all the other legd 
institutions of the country. There is no such thing 
as an equitable decision emanating firom the judges, 
for they are under the surveillance of the president, 
and before they give their judgment, have recourse 
to him to know whether their opinions meet his ap- 
probation. If he concur, they give judgment accord- 
ingly, but should he differ, and the question be one 
in which the state is a party, or any state o£Scer, 
then they are obliged to reconsider the case, and to 
see if they have not taken a wrong view of the 
question at issue. After a short period, — ^for it is in- 
cumbent onthemtopreservetheir characters as judges 
in equity, — they pronounce judgment with great so* 
lemnity, and with as much appearance of that con- 
scious rectitude of proceeding as if their investiga- 
tion of the subject had been the most unbiassed, and 
their decision founded on the purest principles of 
law and justice. 

The proceedings in the lower courts are somewhat 
extraordinary in civil cases. If a creditor institute 
a suit against a debtor in one district, and obtain a 
verdict, the defendant is permitted to appeal firom 
the sentence to the court of the adjoining district, 
and so on in succession throughout the whole series 
of district courts ; and if the last confirm the judg- 
ment of the first, the defendant can then move it 
into the. court of cassation, and in the event of that 
court confirming the judgment of the courts below. 
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he may appeal from it to the president, and apply 
for a new trial in those courts, so that the contest 
proceeds ad infinitum, however clear may be the 
proof adduced of the debt being just These unjust 
mmL inequitable acts of the judges and president are 
commcm; and finragneva who are obUged to resort to 
legal means for the recovesry of their debts, find it 
attended with so much procrastination and expense, 
in addition to the uncertainty of the result, that they 
mostly wait the ^ect of time for the recovery of 
their debts, rathar than have recourse to law. 

Another most extraordinary, and I call it a most 
unexampled power over the courts, is vested in the 
hands of an officer denominated the grand judge. 
He can stay execution after the judgment is con*, 
firmed as long as he may deem it adviseable ; and 
although at the time the party is in possession of 
means to liquidate the debt, he frequently gives him 
one, two, or three years to pay it. In the mean time, 
the debtor may dispose of his property in a clandes- 
tine manner, the creditor being left to lament not 
only the loss of his debt, but the heavy charges to 
which he had been put through the whole of the 
delays and chicanery of the law, and the weakness 
and unfairness of the judges. 

The British merchants in Hayti have been sub- 
jected to the most intolerable impositions, through 
the unjust proceedings of the courts of justice ; 
but it is probable that some check will now be put 

c c 2 
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to these iniquitous and nefarious proceedings. The 
consul-general is too wary, and too sensible of the 
evil, not to be on the alert ; and although he may 
not have the power to remedy the past, I am con- 
fident he will prevent a recurrence of it in fiiture. 
His known perseverance and determination have 
shaken the courts already, and his presence there 
will, I think, insure to his countrymen that justice for 
which they have so long sought in vain. 

The judges form perhaps the most extraordinary 
selection of personages that could ever have been 
found in any country; and their avocations pre- 
viously to their elevation to the judicial seat, have 
never been professional. The grand judge, Mons. 
Freshnell, is an infirm man of colour, nearly eighty 
years of age. Until he arrived at middle age, he 
had been actively and successftilly employed in 
the marauding career of a pirate. His legal know- 
ledge is just what might have been expected firom 
his previous avocations. He is a modest old man, it 
is true; for when his present appointment was offered 
to him he declined it, as he said himself, from his 
incompetency to fill it, and to perform the duties 
which it required. Boyer however insisted on his 
accepting it, and remarked '^ that it did not require 
talent or legal knowledge to execute the duties of it, 
that he had only to do as he was directed by such 
orders as he might receive firom the bureau of go- 
vernment ^ ; so that^ in fact, the first law officer of 
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the republic is a mere tool of the government, pos- 
sessed neither of capacity nor power. He is a mere 
instrument of the president, to move and act as he 
may be directed. 

The chief judge of the court of cassation is a 
black, and, like that race in general, exceedingly vain 
both of his talents and high station. He is a small 
shopkeeper, but generally called a merchant (nego- 
ciant), and in that way he is more respectable than 
in his judicial capacity. The other judges of this 
court are all engaged in some mercantile or similar 
calling, and exhibit neither the dignity of expound- 
ers of the law, nor the grave nor placid exterior de- 
meanour of men on whom devolves the important 
duty of distributing justice with an equal hand. 

Monsieur Dieu Donney, chief judge of the lower 
courts, is a man of colour, and may be considered as 
possessing some little knowledge in the laws of the 
republic, and would, in all probabiUty, do justice 
were he permitted to do so. He is said to be a great 
opponent to the practice of suspending judgments 
when ready for execution, and has declared it, in the 
presence of the president, to be unjust and unconsti- 
tutional, and that before long it would inevitably 
be the means of driving all foreigners from the coun- 
try, for it gave countenance to the fraudulent designs 
of those who were in the habit of obtaining a large 
amount in goods on credit, disposing of them imme- 
diately for less than they actually cost, for the pur- 
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to these iniquitous and nefarious proceedings. Ttie 
consul-general is too wary, and too sensible of i!ie 
evil, not to be on the alert ; and although he msy 
not have the power to remedy the past, I am con- 
fident he will prevent a recurrence of it in fiiturc. 
His known perseverance and determinaUon hav 
shaken the courts already, and his presence iher: 
will, I think, insure to his countrymen that justice fi: 
which they have so long sought in vwi. 

The judges form perhaps the most estraordioftri 
selection of personages that could ever have Iwii! 
found in any country; and their avocations pre- 
viously to their elevation to the judicial seat, liavc 
never been professional. The grand judge, H[onf 
Freshnell, is an inlirm man of colour, nearly eight) 
years of age. Until he arrived at middle age, lit 
bad been actively and successfully employed i" 
the marauding career of a pirate. His Irgal knnt- 
ledge is just what might have been expected frura 
his previous avocations. He is a modest old man, it 
is true; for when his present appointment was offered 
to him he declined it, as he said himself, from hi^ 
incompetency to fill it, and to perform the dutie* 
which it required. Boyer however insisted on his 
accepting it, and remarked " that it did not require 
talent or legal knowledge to execute the duties ol'i'' 
that he had only to do as he was directed by surli 
orders as he might receive from the bureau of go- 
vernment "; so that, in fact, the first law officer "' 
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that person who can give the most. They are per- 
sons certainly not very judiciously selected, and in 
the different districts where they reside, they exer- 
cise their power very arbitrarily, unless the parties 
who may unfortunately be brought before them, for 
offences committed within their jurisdiction, can af- 
ford to pay well for a little lenity. An attempt was 
made by the justice of peace at Port au Prince, who 
is the uncle of Boyer's mistress, to impose on a Bri- 
tish sailor, who had been illegally discharged firom 
an American vessel, in which he had sailed, without 
payment of his wages, acting, it was said, under the 
influence of the agents of the vessel. But the British 
consul-general not only remonstrated strongly with 
this personage, but threatened to make it a subject 
of representation to the president ; the fellow how- 
ever having afterwards made some submission, and 
apologized for his conduct, the matter was permit- 
ted to drop. 

Having touched upon the administration of the 
laws of Hayti, I shall now oflFer a few observations 
on the church establishment and the moral and reli- 
gious condition of the people. 

The established religion of Hayti is the Roman 
Catholic, the constitution, however, tolerates other 
forms according to the letter of the law; but although 
it does tolerate other forms of worship, the municipal 
authorities take great care that the Protestant secta- 
rians shall encounter every possible obstacle when 
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they wish to meet for the purpose pf divine worship. 
They will not permit their meetings to be held in a 
public manner, and the inhabitants are cautioned 
against receiving them into their houses unless they 
desist from preaching. What is therefore called to- 
leration in Hayti it would be difficult to define. It is 
not many years since, that a missionary from one of 
the societies of England (I think he was a Wesleyan) 
was obliged to leave the country, although that in- 
dividual bore a most exemplary character, and had 
very studiously avoided exciting the envy of the 
Catholic priests, or giving the least umbrage to 
any person of that persuasion. He set about the 
duties of his mission with all the ardour of his 
sect, and gained many followers, but the ran- 
cour o£ the Catholic clergy was roused by his suc- 
cess, and their malice soon became conspicuous. 
This very worthy man, therefore, was subjected to 
great insult. His removal was suggested to the 
president, and the anathemas of the church were 
threatened unless he complied with their request. 
He was represented by them to have aimed at 
subverting the doctrines of the chinrch of Rome, 
and of introducing heresy among the people, to 
have preached disobedience to the established au- 
thorities, and to have ridiculed the supremacy of 
the Pope. The weakness and submission of the pre- 
sident forced him to expel this individual from the 
ielittid. It is said, bowever,^ that Boycr secretly en- 
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that person who can give the most. They are per- 
sons certainly not very judiciously selected, and in 
the different districts where they reside, they exer- 
cise their po1«rer very arbitrarily, unless the parties 
who may unfortunately be brought before them, for 
offences committed within their jurisdiction, can af- 
ford to pay well for a little lenity. An attempt was 
made by the justice of peace at Port au Prince, who 
is the uncle of Boyer's mistress, to impose on a Bri- 
tish sailor, who had been illegally discharged from 
an American vessel, in which he had sailed, without 
payment of his wages, acting, it was said, under the 
influence of the agents of the vessel. But the British 
consul-general not only remonstrated strongly with 
this personage, but threatened to make it a subject 
of representation to the president ; the fellow how- 
ever having afterwards made some submission, and 
apologized for his conduct, the matter was permit- 
ted to drop. 

Having touched upon the administration of the 
laws of Hayti, I shall now offer a few observations 
on the church establishment and the moral and reli- 
gious condition of the people. 

The established religion of Hayti is the Roman 
Catholic, the constitution, however, tolerates other 
forms according to the letter of the law ; but although 
it does tolerate other forms of worship, the municipal 
authorities take great care that the Protestant secta- 
rians shall encounter every possible obstacle when 
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rive their sole support from the Yoluntary contribu- 
tions of the inhabitants, but those in the principal 
towns have a toleraUe income, and seem to enjoy 
the good things of this world in common with their 
flock. Those who attend at the shrine of Alta 
Grada at Higuey are said to be rich, but their 
onoluments arise principally firom the offerings of 
the poor deluded Ingots who go there on their pil- 
grimage. 

The people in general seem to care but little 
about religion, and the conduct of the leading men 
of the state sets religion and morality at defiance. 
The female Haytians who attend divine worship, 
and go r^ularly to mass, are not actuated by any 
religious feeling. Gk>ing to church is a mere matter 
of parade with them, the sabbath being a day of 
fisstivities, and not set aside for religious devotion. 
The female congregations which frequent the 
churches in Hayti appear better prepared for an 
opera, or some other public amusement, than for 
the sacred duties of offering up their prayers in 
adoration of the Ddity. 

The men seldom or never go to mass, except on 
the days particularly set apart by the government as 
public fetes. On these occasions the president and all 
the o£Bcers of Hayti go in procession, but the idea of 
devotion, I believe, never enters their contemplation. 
Such days are merely set aside for celebrating some 
particular event, which it is wished should be handed 
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down to posterity. These occasions present only 
the external symbol of religion, the whole people 
being either ignorant or careless of its real character. 
Their manner and appearance during the celebra- 
tion of mass shew that they have no inward feelings 
of piety or devotion. 

The moral state of the people is at the lowest pos- 
sible ebb. In the towns there is perhaps the appear- 
ance of morality, and persons are apt to conclude that 
they have made some progress in general, firom what 
they have observed in such places where opportunities 
are afforded of seeing those of the inhabitants who 
have had the benefits of education ; but in the in- 
terior there is an infinite difierence, and the people 
are in the lowest state of moral degradation — every 
thing shews it, their habits and manner of living. 
In secluded places they congregate, and follow 
all the propensities of nature, and indulge in all 
the vices of lust and sensuality without limits and 
without control. It is not possible, I think, for any 
one to visit their habitations, without returning firom 
them with a conviction that their present state is 
much below any thing that can be imagined to have 
existed in the worst state of society in any part of 
the world. In the new republics of South America, 
in which society is very backward also, the prevail- 
ing habits present some appearance of improvement; 
but in the country districts of Hayti there are no 
demonstrations of advancement from that deplor- 
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Me ignonmce in wbich they seem to luive existed 
from the period of the lerolation; no change in 
their loose and dissolute manners and customs, but a 
fixed and determined persereranoe in all the primi- 
tive vices of the African race. 

If the interior of the houses of the highest class 
of people even in the towns display nothing in- 
dicative of that peculiar r^ard for propriety and 
cleanliness which we have heard of as being so 
characteristic of the people of colour, in the tropes, 
what will be sidd of the habitations of the cultiva- 
tors in the interior of Hayti, where they resemble 
more the huts of the most savage tribes of the eastern 
and the western world? The former are £ir from 
being in such a condition as to make them desiraUe 
residences ; for in fact they exhibit nothing approach- 
ing to that state*which is so common with people 
of colour in other colonies, the sluggish occupiers 
caring little about cleanliness except in the exterior 
ornaments of their persons. The huts of the in- 
terior are merely mud edifices with two rooms for 
the accommodation of the whole family, and in 
which the slaves of the British colonies, and parti- 
cularly in Jamaica* would disdain to reside; nor 
would their proprietors offer them such miserable 
abodes. In these houses filth and every species of 
uncleanliness prevail/for the people give themselves 
entirely up to their indolent and lazy habits. It is 
common to see the pigs and |K)ultry herding with 
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down to posterity. These occasions present only 
the external symbol of religion, the whole people 
being either ignorant or careless of its real character. 
Their manner and appearance during the celebra- 
tion of mass shew that they have no inward feelings 
of piety or devotion. 

The moral state of the people is at the lowest pos- 
sible ebb. In the towns there is perhaps the appear- 
ance of morality, and persons are apt to conclude that 
they have made some progress in general, firom what 
they have observed in such places where opportunities 
are afforded of seeing those of the inhabitants who 
have had the benefits of education ; but in the in- 
terior there is an infinite difierence, and the people 
are in the lowest state of moral degradation — every 
thing shews it, their habits and manner of living. 
In secluded places they congregate, and follow 
all the propensities of nature, and indulge in all 
the vices of lust and sensuality without limits and 
without control. It is not possible, I think, for any 
one to visit their habitations, without returning from 
them with a conviction that their present state is 
much below any thing that can be imagined to have 
existed in the worst state of society in any part of 
the world. In the new republics of South America, 
in which society is very backward also, the prevail- 
ing habits present some appearance of improvement; 
but in the country districts of Hayti there are no 
demonstrations of advancement from that deplor- 
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there were any schooli, the answer was generally 
^* there were none, except at Port an Prince.'*^ In 
the north, the pobKc schools established by Chris- 
tophe, who really made efforts to disseminate know- 
ledge and to imfOfwm the BMmlsof die peo|Je^ have 
all been suspended and the houses turned into bar- 
racks for the military, to the utter disgrace of the 
govemment. 

In Port au Prince there is one school suj^xnrted 
by the republic upon the Lancasterian principle, 
and a military school for young men who are in- 
tended for the sdendfic departments of the army, 
and there is a similar establishment at the cape; 
but the few schools which are to be met with in the 
large towns are merely private institutions to which 
youth are sent whose parents have the means of sup- 
porting them. The ignorant cultivators give them- 
selves no concern about procuring moral educatum 
for their children ; and on the score of religion they 
seldom feel the least anxiety, for three-fourths of 
them are at this moment as rank idolaters as their 
forefathers were in Africa. 

In the towns also it should be understood the peo- 
ple are mostly engaged in some mercantile avoca- 
tions, or else they are handicraftsmen, or persons 
holding some civil or military appointments. They 
therefore have not only an opportunity of educating 
their children, being contiguous to the schools, but 
they have the pecuniary means for doing so. The 
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cultivators in the coimtry have neither ; money in 
particular they never have, except just as much as 
the sale of their vegetables on a Sunday brings them, 
but which is generally disposed of in payment for 
the salt provisions, and the supply of taiiia required 
for their weekly consumption. They have no reserve 
for purposes of improvement, nor are they taught to 
improve; but the government seems to consider that 
to keep them in ignorance is the most secure way 
to insure tranquillity and repose to the country. 
That such is the feeling of the government I think 
is quite evident from the one hundred and seventy- 
eighth article of the Code Rural, which I have 
given before, and which orders that children shall 
be sent t» their fathers ^^ to follow their condition 
of life.*" As long therefore as their parents con- 
tinue in ignorance and immorality, it is clear that the 
children have no means of profiting by a good exam- 
ple. It is the prevailing sentiment of the people of 
colour, that the blacks should be kept in their pre* 
sent state of ignorance, and so long as the govern* 
ment be composed of people of the former class, the 
latter will remain in their present abject condition. 
As the negro is now situated, he is in a worse state 
of degradation than the slave ; for although he is 
free, he is almost excluded from the general mass 
of the population ; he is marked with the name of 
freedom, whilst he actually groans under despotism 
and oppression. In this state he is likely to remain, 
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been submitted by the government for their con- 
sideration. 

All that government wants of the members of 
either house is to keep up the appearance of legishu 
tive deliberation, to give a colour to their own pro- 
ceedings, and form a cloak to cover their plans of 
oppression and rapacity. The persond selected 
in the different communes as representatives, are 
those who have been recommended by the govern- 
ment, for the people have no voice, or, what is 
nearly the same, they dare not raise it against those 
whom the president has recommended to their choice. 
These abject representatives are mere tools in the 
hands of government, and as they are well paid, 
they care little or nothing for the duties of the station 
to which they are elevated. 

The senator with his one thousand two hundred 
dollars per annum, and the commune with his eight 
hmdred dollars received from the treasury, would 
not hesitate to accede to any proposition, however 
monstrous and unconstitutional, in order to secure 
Ms seat, and preserve the favour of the government. 



B 9 



CHAPTER XIV. 

I^spuktioiL— CaHQi 18S4, opioioD on it.-i» Farther 
ftitcwienl^ — IfaBoer ci takiBg tbe cmait.— Checks to 
increase. — Decrease is evident. — ^Nature of those checks. 
—Increase in United States according to Raymond. — 
Conclusion. 

It is « very difficall task to aseerUin the exact 
number of the popuUtiim in Hayti, and I may in 
all probability not be oonect in the statement which 
was given to me, although I am convinced that the 
individual firom whom I received it would not know- 
ingly have offered me a document ccmtaining aa 
erroneous cakndation. Indeed I place great reliance 
on this statement, because the official station of its 
author affords him infcmnation which is not easily 
to be obtained finNU any other source. It ap- 
pears that the census said to have been taken in 
the year 1824^ and the particulars of which I have 
in my possession as presented to me personally 
by Boyer, is a &brication of government, promul- 
gated intentionally to astonish die nations of Eu- 
rope with the rapid increase of the populaticm 
since the expulsion of the French in the time of 
Dessalines. This census when taken into consider- 
ation will appear almost incredible, and, fix>m the 
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irregular manner in which, even on the confession of 
its advocates, it is acknowledged to have been taken, 
it will be found unworthy of being received as an 
authentic return. It states the number as follows : — 

In the ancient Spanish part , 61,468 

In the part formerly iind^ CJ^tophe 967,721 

In the part originally the republic established by 
Petion £04,146 

Total ....•• 939,375 

The incredibility attached to such a statement as 
the preceding will be manifested, when it is remem- 
bered that in 1802, in the time of Toussaint, the 
peculation 

In the ancient French part was, according to Hum- 
boldt, about » . . . 375,000 

And in the Spanish part it did not exceed 95,000 

Total 470,000 

Now it must I think be admitted that such an in- 
crease as appears &om a comparison of these two 
statements cannot be probable. That the popula- 
tion of any country should double in twenty-two 
years, cannot for a moment be believed. Here it 
is represented to have more than doubled, for there 
is a decrease in the Spanish part of nearly thirty- 
four thousand, and the subsequent war with Le 
Clerc and the massacres of Dessalines, as well as 
the long internal contests between Christophe and 
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Petiota, are not taken in the scale of decrease. The 
census of 1824, therefore, will, I should think, ap- 
pear erroneous. That it is prima facie a &bricatioD, 
cannot be denied ; and the advantage expected to 
result firom this falsification I cannot comprehoid. 
By the statement to which I have alluded as giyen 
to me, and on which I can rely as containing a. 
more correct return of the population of 1831, 
Hayti appears .to contain : — 

Blacks 608,400 

Coloured of all degtees 90,700 

Strangers domiciled 16,400 

Total 715,500 

And about three hundred white inhabitants, comst- 
ing of foreign merchants, tradesmen, handicrafts- 
men, &c. 

Of the above number, the divisions are stated in 
this manner : — 

In the ancient Spanish part 54^ 

The part formerly Christophe's 302,900 

The part originally the republic under Petion 359,800 

Total 715,500 

This account of the population carries on the fiioe 
of it much more probability than the statement of 
Boyer. Indeed I took no little pains to inquire of 
individuals conversant with the subject, and they 
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spoke deddedly i^amst the census of 1824, giving 
it as their opinion that it could not have exceeded 
seven hundred thousand, at all events seven hundred 
and twenty thousand of all degrees. It was their 
further opinion that the population had not lately 
increased, but on the contrary, from what they could 
observe in the di£Perent parts through which they 
had occasion to travel on their mercantile concerns, 
there appeared a great check, and that there was 
unquestionably an annual decrease. 

The manner in which the government proceeds 
in ticking a census must inevitably lead to in- 
accuracy and error, even where there is no design to 
deceive. A census is taken in each arrondissement 
by the general commanding, aided by the justices 
of the peace in the several parishes composing it, 
and as there are no registers kept in those parishes 
of births or deaths, every thing is left to estimation, 
occasional visits being made to several parts of them 
to ascertain the number of settlers. Now many of 
these proprietors have possessions in two or three 
parishes within the arrondissement; and the re- 
turns of persons composing their family are made in 
each of them, and thereby swell the aggregate of the 
population much beyond the actual number. And 
further, the census is not taken simultaneously in 
the several arrondissements, but at difiPerent periods, 
and it is said, that the cultivators who move from 
one to the other, are returned in two places. 
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If the people were industrious, and idaxed fiton 
those Tictous courses in whidi they now too mudi 
indulge ; if marriage were more generally diffused, 
and morality inculcated; if some system were 
adopted which would tend towards a removal of die 
evils which now prevail through the republic, die 
population would in all probability increase but 
until these are accomplished, such a result is iK>t to 
be expected. 

It has often been argued that labour in the cob- 
nice is a check upon increase, and that may be pos- 
sible when the labour is excessive. But I think it will 
be admitted that a moderate portion of labour has 
a contrary effect, and this is exemplified in those 
states of America where slavery exists* In tihose 
states the increase is very great, and excites cob* 
siderable apprehension lest the slave population 
should become too powerful a body to be kept in sub- 
jection. Rajonond, an American author, and a poli^ 
tical economist, in his remarks on the population 
of the United States, ^ves the increase of the 
slaves at one and a half per cent, annually, which 
I think is a refutation of the opinion of labour 
being a check of so serious a nature as has beoi 
contemplated. In the British colonies I have 
seen instances of large families, though the parents 
have undergone the regular labour of the planta- 
tion ; but in Hayti, where very little labour is per- 
formed, I was not able to discover a solitary in- 
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Stance of a large family in any part through which 
I had occasion to travel. In the slave states of the 
North American Union, the labour of the slaves \% 
aa severe as in the British colonies, and on travel- 
ling through them I saw as many cases of large 
fiuniKes among the slave population as occur among 
the white people, so that even severe labour is not 
a check upcm increase to such a degree as many are 
led to imagine. 

It must also be remarked, that among the Hay^ 
tians there are but very few instances of longevity, 
the males seldom exceeding forty or fifty years of 
age, and the women probably a year or two more. 
At the age of thirty, both men and women have 
the appearance of being prematurely afflicted by the 
weight of time ; the effects, no doubt, of an un- 
restricted sensual intercourjse and other vices, and 
greatly increased by sloth and indolence. In the 
slave colonies, on the contrary, men and women 
will be found at the age of fifty possessing all the 
health and vigour of their sex, whilst those who 
have been emancipated, and have imbibed the in<- 
ckolent habits, and pursued the licentious induL 
gences so characteristic of the negro in ^ state of 
uaeontroUed liberty, exhibit the decrepitude of ^et 
even at forty. 

I have offered the foregoing remarks on popula- 
tion with a view to shew that it is impossible that 
the census taken in 1824 can be correct; and I think 
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it must appear conclusive, under all the drcum- 
stances connected with the state of society, that the 
large increase of population said to have taken place 
between the time of Dessalines and the present pe- 
riod, rests upon no authority whatever. The habits 
of the people manifestly oppose such a supposition. 
That for several years there has been no increase, 
I am persuaded; and so long as the people are per- 
mitted to indulge in all those excesses which are so 
prevalent in the country, I am convinced that their 
number will continue to decrease. 

I have but little to advance by way of conclusion 
to my labours, fiirther than to observe that t trust it 
will be seen that Hayti has been too much extolled; 
that the extraordinary and rapid strides said to have 
been made by its inhabitants, in wealth, morality, and 
knowledge, is a fiction which has not the slightest 
\ foundation; and that, before a change can be effected, 
ages must roll away and a new people be created. 
The present race are too hardened in vice to be 
improved by example, or taught the distinction be- 
tween that which may benefit the country and that 
which must prove subversive of the public good. 
Let loose from restraint, without having been first 
taught how to enjoy freedom, they have given way 
to ungovernable passions, and plunged into every 
species of vice. Feeling only the few wants charac- 
teristic of the savage, and those wants easily sup- 
plied, they are careless of all consequences, and 
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;l|e¥er bestow a thought on the fiiture welfiure either 
[flf their posterity or their country; but go on with- 
out the least constraint, fostering and pursuing 
■C?ery evil and pernicious haUt. But such a state 
as this must bring on a crisis of no ordinary danger 
md difficulty, and Hayti may yet have to endure a 
iqiedtion of those scenes of trouble and desolation 
^' whidi have marked her career from the revolutiim ; 
which may shake or perhaps destroy the little fabric 
which she has raised, and finally bring upon her 
' pec^le all those fisttal consequences which spring from 
HioralB and habits universally dissolute and relaxed. 
Hayti affords us a strong instance of what may be 
ejKpected from the emancipation of slaves before they 
bave been previously prepared to receive this boon 
by moral and religious instruction, and a proof that 
^agriculture cannot efficiently be carried on in the co- 
lonies if it depend on the labour of the enfranchised 
slave. Should it be therefore thought exp^ent 
to declare the slaves in the British colonies free 
before they have been prepared for such a measure, 
and provision be made against the consequences of 
that sudden ebullition which emancipation would ex- 
cite, the colonies may be taken lea,ve of for ever as a 
productive appendage to the crown. Hayti bears 
me out in this opinion; for that country presents 
a lasting monument of what may be expected from 
injudicious emancipation, or what may be efiected 
by free labour. With the finest soil in the world for 
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it miisf .'/•"'' 

stance* *^^ /a^icaX agriculture, ^ith seasons 

lanre J^^i!^* ^^ * climate so varied in its 

\^^^ ^0^* pto be peculiarly adapted for the pro- 

rior ^^d^ ^^y tropical plants, but those of 

of ^''^0^ ^ Europe also, with a population of 

'J* A^ equal to her wants, were they moral and 

^7^^— -with all these important advantagesna- 

^^jdapted to raise her into eminence and weahh, 

Iff Hayti sunk into the lowest state of poverty 

Li0OtBl degradation. Without agriculture, for the 

^f0trj cUsplays nothing but waste ; without com- 

0gieet for her harbours are empty, and present no 

Hipearance of a revival of trade ; with an exhausted 

neasuiy and a diminished revenue ; with a heavy 

debt and a debased currency, Hayti must finally 

be overwhelmed in irretrievable ruin. 

One plan however still remains to be tried, by 
which she may in time perhaps recover her shattered 
state. Let the people be roused to a sense of their 
abject condition, and if laws be enacted for the en- 
forcement of cultivation, let them not sleep, but be 
executed with an unsparing hand, and the penalty 
which they impose be rigidly inflicted on the dis- 
obedient and the indolent. Those mistaken views 
of philanthropy upon which the government has 
hitherto proceeded have proved destructive to the 
country, and the effects of ill-judged leniency are 
now too heavy to be any longer borne. Coercive 
measures arc now, it is said, to take the place of mild 
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ones ; the people are not to be permitted to pursue 
their own uncontrolled courses as heretofore, nor the 
indolent to slumber with impunity. All are to spring 
forward as with one impulse, to an extended culture 
of the soil, for the purpose of restoring the country 
to its ancient condition. 

I wish the promise thus held out to the world may 
be realized, and that the government may still pos- 
sess sufficient energy to give effect to its declared 
intention; but I have my doubts of both. The pre- 
sident is incompetent, and the government weak 
and imbecile ; and whilst the present rulers are per- 
mitted to hold the reins of the state machine, I for 
one cannot hope that the country will emerge from 
that miserable condition into which an unwise policy, 
and an overstrained and mistaken philanthropy, have 
unfortunately thrown it. Time, it is said, effects 
wonderfrd changes, but I fear no change can take 
place for the better in Hayti until there be a new 
race of people, under the dominion of a chief compe- 
tent to rule them with efficient energy. 



THE END. 
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Page 55, for *' Aux Cazes *', and throughout the volume for ** Aux 

Cases" read '*Aux Cayes". 
G5, for ** parish of Acub", read ''parish of Acul**. 
199, and throughout the Tolume, for ** Count LJmonde '*, read 

** Count limonade *'• 
215, for ** Prince Lamders ", read " Prince Saunders *'. 
SS8, and throughout the volume, for "Sumana**, read '* Somalia *\ 
«79, for " L* Arcahaze ", read " L* Arcahaye ". 
296, for "Uamos", read "Llanos". 
300, for " abas", read " Cibao". 
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